Battered  spouse  defense 
foils  Florida  lesbian 


Jury  finds  woman  who  shot  lover  guilty  of 


second-degree  murder 

By  Jennie  McKnight 

WEST  PALM  BEACH,  Fla.  —  A  batter¬ 
ed  lesbian  who  shot  her  lover  was  convicted 
of  second-degree  murder  Sept.  7.  The 
woman,  Annette  Green,  29,  had  used  the 
“battered  woman  syndrome”  as  part  of  her 
defense,  the  first  time  such  a  defense  has 
been  allowed  in  a  case  involving  a  lesbian 
couple,  according  to  observers. 

Green,  who  has  been  jailed  since  the 
shooting  nearly  a  year  ago,  now  awaits 
sentencing.  A  second-degree  murder  convic- 
that  carries  a  12-to-17  year  sentence  in 
Florida. 

Christine  Rupp,  a  paralegal  who  worked 
with  Green’s  defense  lawyer,  William 
Lasley,  told  GCN  the  defense  team  was 
shocked  and  surprised  that  the  jury  came 
back  with  a  murder  conviction.  “We  never 
even  considered  a  loss,”  said  Rupp,  “We 
thought  we  had  such  a  strong  case.” 

Green  admitted  that  she  shot  her  lover  of 
1 1  years,  Ivonne  Julio,  but  she  said  she  was 
acting  in  self-defense,  partly  because  Julio 
had  a  history  of  brutalizing  and  threatening 
her.  The  “battered  woman  syndrome”  de¬ 
fense  asserts  that  a  woman  who  has  been 
systematically  beaten  within  a  relationship 
can  legitimately  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
her  only  way  to  survive  is  to  kill  her  batterer. 
The  defense  has  been  employed  with  limited 
success  in  cases  where  heterosexual  women 
have  killed  their  husbands. 

The  prosecutor  in  the  case,  Assistant 
State  Attorney  Bob  Johnson,  told  GCTVthat 
the  battered  woman  syndrome  defense  did 


not  apply  to  this  case,  although  he  agreed 
that  Green  had  been  battered.  “...[Green] 
was  battered.  She  was  shot  at  before  by  the 
victim.  She  had  a  broken  nose,  broken 
ribs....”  But  Johnson  said  even  though 
Julio  had  beaten  Green  and  threatened  her 
in  the  past,  Green  killed  Julio  out  of 
“jealousy”  instead  of  self-defense. 

Fight  after  Halloween  party 

According  to  both  sides  in  the  case,  Green 
shot  Julio  in  the  early  morning  hours  of  Oct. 
30,  1988,  after  the  two  women  and  Julio’s 
twin  daughters  had  attended  a  Halloween 
Party  at  a  neighbor’s  house.  Green  left  the 
party  to  take  the  two  14-year-olds  home. 
After  she  got  home,  Green  called  Julio  at 
the  party  several  times  and  requested  she 
leave  the  party  and  come  home.  (Rupp  said 
Green  wanted  Julio  to  come  home  because 
she  knew  Julio  was  drinking  and  doing  co¬ 
caine  and  that  Green  feared  the  more  drug¬ 
ged  Julio  became,  the  more  likely  it  was  that 
she  would  beat  Green  when  she  came  home. 
Rupp  also  said  Green  had  been  drinking  at 
the  party  “but  stayed  pretty  sober.”) 

After  several  phone  calls,  Green  went 
back  to  the  party  to  persuade  Julio  to  leave. 
Julio  did  leave  with  Green,  and  the  two  were 
joined  by  two  men  who  had  been  at  the  par¬ 
ty.  One  of  the  men,  Julio’s  cousin,  testified 
that  he  came  over  to  the  couple’s  house 
because  he  was  concerned  that  something 
violent  might  take  place.  The  other  man  did 
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Senate  approves 
Disabilities  Act 

Civil  rights  legislation  includes  people  with  AIDS  /HIV 


By  John  Zeh 

WASHINGTON  —  With  swift  consider¬ 
ation  cheered  by  activists,  the  U.S.  Senate 
voted  Sept.  7  to  codify  civil  rights  protection 
for  people  with  AIDS,  people  who  are  HIV 
positive,  and  people  who  have  other 
disabilities  by  overwhelmingly  passing  the 
Americans  With  Disabilities  Act  (ADA). 

Eight  conservative  Republicans,  in  a  ses¬ 
sion  lasting  late  into  the  night,  voted  against 
76  colleagues  who  favored  the  omnibus  bill. 

ADA  defines  disability  as  having  physi¬ 
cal/mental  “impairment”  that  substantially 
limits  one  or  more  major  life  activities.  Ex¬ 
empted  are  contagious  conditions  that  could 
pose  direct  threats  to  others’  health  and 
safety. 

Gay,  lesbian,  and  AIDS  activists  hailed 
the  margin  of  victory,  but  blasted  Congress¬ 
ional  bashing  and  urged  citizens  to  lobby 
Representatives  for  fast  action  on  HR  2273, 
the  House’s  version  of  ADA.  Silvio  Conte 
(R-Mass.)  and  Steny  Hoyer  (D-Md.)  are 
chief  sponsors  in  that  chamber,  where  219 
members  have  already  signed  on.  Although 
early  support  is  encouraging,  “there’s 
always  threats  of  the  unexpected  from  folks 
like  Rep.  William  Dannemeyer  (R-Calif.),” 
said  Peri  Jude  Radecic,  legislative  director 


of  the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task 
Force. 

Kennedy  leads  push 

“Disabled  citizens,”  said  ADA  co-spon¬ 
sor  Sen.  Edward  Kennedy  (D-  Mass.), 
“deserve  the  opportunity  to  work  for  a  liv¬ 
ing,  ride  a  bus,  have  access  to  public  and 
commercial  buildings,  and  do  all  the  other 
things  the  rest  of  us  take  for  granted.” 

Within  24  hours  after  President  George 
Bush  officially  endorsed  ADA,  Kennedy’s 
Labor  and  Human  Resources  Committee 
approved  the  act  unanimously.  “AIDS  is  a 
public  health  emergency,”  Kennedy  said. 
“[We]  are  declaring  that  we  will  not  turn  our 
backs  on  those  touched  by  this  terrible  dis¬ 
ease.  Mindless  physical  barriers  and  out¬ 
dated  social  attitudes  have  made  [them] 
second-class  citizens  for  too  long.” 

“We  could  have  lost  this  without  the 
President,”  said  former  Rep.  Tony  Coelho 
(D-Calif.),  a  disability  rights  activist  who 
had  asked  Bush  for  “one  favor”  of  support 
as  he  left  congress.  “He  was  the  glue  on  this 
—  we  always  could  count  on  him.” 

ADA  meets  one  of  the  challenges  posed 
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Award  for  BU  president 
sparks  protest 

Activists  target  New  England  chapter  of  Anti-Defamation 
League  for  honoring  Silber 


By  Jim  Kiely 

BOSTON  —  Jewish  groups,  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  rights  activists,  and  feminists  from 
around  the  country  will  converge  in  Boston 
September  25  to  protest  an  award  ceremony 
for  one  of  Massachusetts’  most  unabashed 
homophobes  —  John  Silber,  President  of 
Boston  University  (BU).  The  protest  has 
been  called  by  an  ad  hoc  group,  the  Com¬ 
mittee  to  Fight  Bigotry  in  All  its  Forms,  a 
coalition  of  BU  employees  and  members  of 
local  organizations  including  the  BU  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  Alliance,  ACT  UP/Boston, 
and  the  AIDS  Action  Committee. 

According  to  a  spokesperson  from  the 
New  England  office  of  the  Anti-Defamation 
League  (ADL)  of  the  B’nai  B’rith,  the 
Distinguished  Public  Service  Award  to  be 
given  to  Silber  is  set  aside  for  “people  who 
have  contributed  significantly  to  the 
public.”  This  marks  the  second  consecutive 
year  that  one  of  the  most  controversial  and 
disliked  public  persons  in  Boston  has  been 
chosen  to  receive  an  ADL  award  for  ex¬ 
cellence.  Last  year,  Bernard  Cardinal  Law 
—  who  is  against  gay  rights  legislation,  ef¬ 
fective  AIDS  education  programs  in  the 
public  schools,  and  the  ordination  of 
women  —  was  the  recipient  of  a  similar 
award  by  the  organization. 

“This  has  got  to  stop,”  Committee 
spokesperson  Jeff  Nickel  told  GCN.  In  a 
memorandum  sent  to  Silber,  the  Committee 
has  demanded,  among  other  things,  that  he 
allow  BU  to  “add  ‘sexual  orientation’  to  its 
list  of  protected  categories  in  University  hir¬ 
ing  and  admissions”  procedures.  On  numer¬ 
ous  occasions,  according  to  Nickel,  Silber 
has  derided  such  requests  by  saying,  “  ‘Sex¬ 
ual’  orientation  could  mean  anything,  in¬ 
cluding  an  orientation  toward  animals  or 
small  children.”  Nickel  said  that  when  he 
recently  approached  Silber,  Silber  said  that 
protecting  various  sexual  orientations 
would  “legitimize  homosexuality,  which  I 
will  not  do.” 

Historically,  Silber  has  stood  in  the  way 


of  University  members  wishing  to  educate 
the  campus  about  AIDS  and  promote  safer 
sex  between  students.  During  the  past  few 
years,  for  instance,  students  and  administra¬ 
tors  have  repeatedly  pushed  for  the  installa¬ 
tion  of  condom  dispensers  in  readily  accessi¬ 
ble  locations  on  campus.  Despite 
widespread  support  for  the  measure,  how¬ 
ever,  Silber  has  prevented  it  from  being  im¬ 
plemented.  Likening  AIDS  and  sexual  rela¬ 
tions  between  unmarried  students  to 
burglary,  he  has  said  that  providing  students 
with  access  to  condoms  would  be  as  wrong 
as  saying  to  a  thief  “we  have  this  handy- 
dandy  burglary  kit  available  if  you  want 
one.” 

At  BU,  animosity  for  Silber’s  politics 
does  not  come  only  from  gay  and  lesbian 
students,  staff  and  faculty.  Silber,  as  a 
former  member  of  Ronald  Reagan’s  twelve- 
member  Kissinger  Commission  which 
staunchly  defended  the  American-backed 
activities  of  the  contras  in  Nicaragua,  has 
drawn  criticism  from  Latin  American  ac¬ 
tivists.  In  addition,  he  has  been  charged  with 
sexism  by  University  professors.  Silber  has 
been  accused  of  denying  women  professors 
tenure  and  in  a  1987  federal  court  case, 
Silber  and  BU  were  found  guilty  of  discrimi¬ 
nating  against  a  female  member  of  the 
English  Department. 

Many  people  contacted  by  GCN  point  to 
Silber’s  relationship  with  BU’s  Women’s 
Studies  program  as  an  example  of  his  sex¬ 
ism.  One  instructor  associated  with  the  pro¬ 
gram  told  GCN  “  we  probably  have  the  only 
women’s  studies  program  in  the  state  with¬ 
out  a  director.”  This  woman,  who  will  be 
called  “Jane,”  asked  that  her  real  name  be 
withheld  for  fear  of  academic  reprisal. 

Silber’s  disregard  for  the  academic  in¬ 
tegrity  of  feminist  studies  is  rampant,  said 
Jane,  for  “Women’s  Studies  has  no  office, 
little  money  and  no  permanent  teaching 
staff  despite  the  popularity  of  its  courses 
Continued  on  page  13 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“There  they  were,  frolicking  about,  tak¬ 
ing  turns  placing  each  other  on  the  massage 
table.  The  hands  started  with  the  knees, 
working  their  way  up  the  thighs  into  the  in¬ 
timate  massages  —  accompanied  by 
schoolgirl  giggles  and  cries  of 
‘Whoooeeel’  ” 

—  Austin  Miles,  in  reference  to  Jim 
Bakker  and  three  “young  men,  ”  in  People. 
Miles  was  a  member  of  Jim  and  Tammy 
Faye  Bakker ’s  PTL  (Praise  the  Lord) 
ministry  for  ten  years.  In  his  recently 
published  account  of  his  life  with  the  Bak- 
kers,  Don’t  Call  Me  Brother,  Miles  says  that 
he  walked  into  the  steam  room  in  the  back 
of  Bakker’s  office  in  1977  and  found  the 
above  scene  taking  between  Bakker  and  the 
three  young  men. 

Gay  man  sentenced 
for  assisting  PWA’s 
suicide 

SAN  DIEGO  —  A  gay  man  who  claims  he 
was  helping  another  gay  man  fulfill  a  suicide 
mission  was  sentenced  in  August  to  serve  15 
years  to  life  for  murder.  The  man  had  been 
convicted  of  second-degree  murder  in  July. 

According  to  Update,  a  San  Diego  gay 
and  lesbian  publication,  John  Cleaves 
claims  that  Dennis  Eaton  picked  him  up  the 
night  of  September  13,  1988.  He  testified 
that  Eaton  said  he  had  AIDS  and  wanted 
Cleaves  to  help  him  commit  suicide  after 
they  had  had  sex.  Cleaves  testified  that  he 
agreed.  He  also  said  that  he  and  Eaton  went 
around  the  apartment  and  wiped  away 
Cleaves’  fingerprints  before  he  helped 
Eaton  commit  suicide. 

The  coroner  testified  that  Eaton  did  test 
positive  for  HIV,  but  he  said  that  there  was 
no  evidence  that  Eaton  had  had  any  oppor¬ 
tunistic  disease.  (HIV  is  a  virus  thought  by 
many  to  be  a  cause  of  AIDS.) 

The  foreman  of  the  jury,  a  Presbyterian 
minister,  said  that  although  the  jury  believ¬ 
ed  Cleaves’  story  about  Eaton’s  request  for 
help  in  his  suicide,  the  jury  felt  Cleaves  had 
crossed  the  line.  Once  he  became  “a  willing 
participant,”  the  action  became  murder. 

Cleaves  wrote  a  statement  in  his  defense 
which  said  that  “most  people  would  not 
understand  the  sense  of  closeness  and  sym¬ 
pathy  and  care  there  is  in  the  gay  communi¬ 
ty,  especially  for  those  who  have  been  tested 
positive  for  the  AIDS  virus  [sic].” 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

Apply  for 
reimbursements 

BOSTON  —  People  with  AIDS  or  ARC 
or  people  who  have  tested  positive  for  HIV 
may  qualify  for  assistance  from  the  AZT 
Reimbursement  Program  (ARP)  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts  for  AZT,  aeorsolized  pentamidine, 
and  alpha  interferon.  Applicants  must  be 
referred  by  a  physician  and  meet  income 
eligibility  requirements,  which  include  being 
uninsured  or  on  a  partial  payment  plan,  not 
qualified  for  Massachusetts  Medicaid,  and  a 
take  home  pay  income  of  no  more  than 
$20,250  per  year. 

Enrollment  in  the  plan  ends  September 
30.  For  more  information,  contact  Philip 
Orlander,  ARP  coordinator,  at  727-0368. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

DA  won’t  charge 
Griffis 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  The  District  At¬ 
torney  here  has  decided  not  to  charge  Lynn 
Griffis  with  filing  a  false  police  report.  Grif¬ 
fis,  a  lesbian  who  garnered  much  public  at¬ 
tention  when  she  reported  she  had  been  at¬ 
tacked  twice  by  “skinheads,”  abruptly  left 
San  Francisco  in  early  August  when  police 
challenged  the  validity  of  her  claims.  After 
declaring  Griffis’  charges  “unfounded,” 
the  San  Francisco  Police  Department  turned 
the  case  over  to  the  district  attorney  for 
possible  prosecution.  (See  GCN,  Aug.  6  and 
Aug.  20,  1989.) 

But  although  the  investigation  of  Griffis’ 
claims  were  dropped,  incidents  related  to 
the  episode  have  continued.  Jill  Tregor, 


Program  Coordinator  at  Community 
United  Against  Violence  (CUAV),  said  that 
shortly  after  the  questions  about  Griffis’ 
story  became  public,  the  offices  of  CUAV, 
Metropolitan  Community  Church  (where 
Griffis  worked),  and  the  lesbian  and  gay 
newspaper  Bay  Times  were  spray-painted 
with  similar  anti-gay  graffiti. 

Tregor  added  that  another  graffiti 
message  was  painted  on  the  MCC  building 
later,  this  one  claiming  that  “Lynn  was  tell¬ 
ing  the  truth.”  Tregor  said  this  message 
represented  a  “minority  opinion”  within 
the  lesbian  and  gay  community  that  the 
police  cannot  be  trusted  to  decide  whether  a 
lesbian  who  says  she  has  been  attacked  is 
telling  the  truth.  Tregor  said  there  has  not 
been  much  support  for  such  an  opinion, 
since  “nearly  the  entire  lesbian  and  gay 
leadership  in  the  city  has  said  they’ve  seen 
the  evidence  and  that  Lynn’s  story  doesn’t 
match  up.” 

□  Jennie  McKnight 


House  says  no  to 
Helms 

WASHINGTON  —  In  a  resounding  vote 
against  censorship  September  13,  the  U.S. 
House  of  Representatives  defeated  an 
amendment  that  would  deny  federal  sup¬ 
port  for  artists  whose  works  may  be  deemed 
“obscene  or  indecent.” 

The  amendment,  drafted  by  Senator  Jesse 
Helms  (R-N.C.)  was  overwhelmingly  passed 
by  the  Senate  on  a  voice  vote  last  July.  The 
action  was  prompted  by  revelations  that  the 
National  Endowment  for  the  Arts  had  spon¬ 
sored  two  provocative  exhibitions.  One  was 
of  Andres  Serrano’s  latest  work,  which  in¬ 
cluded  Piss  Christ,  the  photograph  of  a 
urine-submerged  crucifix.  The  other,  which 
was  to  have  taken  place  here  last  July,  was 
of  the  photographs  of  Robert  Mapplethorpe 
(see  GCN,  July  2),  a  gay  man  who  recently 
died  of  AIDS. 

In  the  wake  of  Senatorial  support  for  the 
amendment,  the  Corcoran  Gallery  of  Art 
cancelled  the  Mapplethorpe  show  two  weeks 
before  is  was  scheduled  to  open.  The 
cancellation  was  met  by  sharp  criticism  from 
civil  rights  advocates  and  by  an  ongoing 
boycott  of  the  Corcoran  by  artists  who  had 
been  scheduled  to  take  part  in  exhibitions 
there. 

According  to  the  New  York  Times,  after 
the  House  defeated  the  amendment,  by  a 
margin  of  410  to  3,  it  passed  a  measure  call¬ 
ing  for  subcommittee  members  to  “address 
[the]  concerns  of  the  amendment”  with 
Senate  conferees  in  an  upcoming  budget 
meeting.  From  that  meeting,  the  amend¬ 
ment  could  emerge  intact  or  altered,  or  it 
could  be  squelched  altogether.  A  date  for 
that  meeting  has  not  been  set. 

□  Jim  Kiely 

No  survey  please, 
we’re  British 

LONDON  —  Prime  Minister  Margaret 
Thatcher  has  announced  the  cancellation  of 
a  planned  government  survey  on  the  sex 
lives  of  British  citizens.  It  was  hoped  that  in¬ 
formation  gathered  through  the  survey 
could  be  used  to  improve  AIDS  services  and 
education  programs  around  the  country. 

Thatcher’s  decision  was  predicated  on  the 
belief  that  people  should  not  be  asked  per¬ 
sonal  questions,  even  if  they  want  to  be  ask¬ 
ed.  According  to  the  Boston  Globe,  That¬ 
cher  was  deeply  concerned  about  an  “intru¬ 
sion  into  people’s  privacy.” 

At  a  cost  of  $  1 .2  million,  the  survey  would 
have  sought  participants  willing  to  answer 
questions  on  everything  from  their  annual 
number  of  suitors  to  the  use  of  particular 
latex  devices. 

□  Jim  Kiely1 
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Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 


Gay  fest  marred  by 
violence  in  So.  Cal 

Police  involvement  escalates  conflict  between  gay  activists 
and  fundamentalists 


Reigning  club  diva  Dean  Johnson  of  Dean  and  the  Post-Mod  Squad? 

Weenies  in  a  state  of  nuptial  bliss. 

Flip  your  Wigstock! 

Annual  event  in  controversy  after  reports  of  violence 


By  Jennie  McKnight 

SANTA  ANA,  Calif.  —  Six  people  were 
arrested  and  several  lesbian  and  gay  activists 
received  minor  injuries  when  police  here 
became  involved  in  a  confrontation  between 
gay  activists  and  fundamentalist  protesters. 
The  incident  happened  Sept.  10  at  the  site  of 
a  lesbian  and  gay  festival,  the  first  such 
event  held  in  Orange  County,  a  conservative 
Southern  California  area. 

Mark  Kostopolus,  a  member  of  ACT 
UP/Los  Angeles,  told  GCN  that  Christian 
fundamentalists  had  attempted  to  block  the 
permit  for  the  two-day  pride  fair  and 
parade.  City  officials  declined  to  revoke  the 
permit  because  they  feared  a  lawsuit  by  the 
event’s  organizers,  Orange  County  Cultural 
Pride  Association.  He  said  that  when  the  at¬ 
tempts  to  block  the  festival  failed,  the  anti¬ 
gay  fundamentalists  vowed  to  protest  at  the 
gathering  and  warned  of  confrontation. 

On  Saturday,  Sept.  9,  a  large  group  of 
about  150  protesters  appeared  and  picketed. 

Lesbian 

Continued  from  page  I 

not  testify  in  the  trial.  (Rupp  said  one  reason 
the  men  had  come  over  was  to  get  more  co¬ 
caine,  which  Julio  had  supplied  for  the  par¬ 
ty.) 

Back  at  their  home,  Green  and  Julio  went 
into  their  bedroom,  where  Julio  proceeded 
to  head  for  her  safe,  which  was  in  the  closet. 
The  events  that  followed  are  where  the 
defense  and  the  prosecution  differ  signifi¬ 
cantly. 

Rupp  said  Green  was  worried  that  Julio 
was  trying  to  get  into  the  safe  because  that’s 
where  she  kept  her  gun,  and  Green  thought 
Julio  was  intending  to  kill  her.  Green  told 
Julio  to  get  away  from  the  safe.  When  she 
didn’t  Green  picked  up  a  paring  knife  that 
had  been  left  on  a  night  table  and  stabbed 
Julio  in  the  leg.  At  that  point,  according  to 
Rupp,  Green  “got  hold  of  the  gun”  — 
which  was  on  a  dresser  instead  of  in  the  safe 
—  and  aimed  it  at  Julio.  Julio  then  said  “If 
you’re  going  to  kill  me,  kill  me  now.”  Rupp 
said  Green  was  unclear  about  what  happen¬ 
ed  next,  but  that  she  was  backing  up  while 
Julio  was  coming  towards  her  and  when  she 
bumped  into  an  object,  the  gun  went  off, 
killing  Julio. 

Johnson  said  Green  in  fact  shot  Julio 
while  Julio  was  kneeling  on  the  floor  in 
front  of  the  safe.  He  said  Julio  was  opening 
the  safe  to  put  the  cocaine  she  had  brought 
back  from  the  party  into  it.  He  said  that 
Green  was  pointing  the  gun  at  Julio  and  ask¬ 
ing  her  a  series  of  questions  like  “Why  do 
you  treat  me  this  way?”  Johnson  said  that 
Green  “had  [Julio]  down  on  her  knees,  de¬ 
manding  answers.”  When  Green  didn’t  get 
the  “right  answers,”  according  to  Johnson, 
she  “gunned  her  down.”  In  his  closing 
arguments,  Johnson  told  the  jury  “How  is 
this  self-defense,  when  the  defendant  is 
mad,  upset  and  chases  down  her  prey,  br¬ 
ings  her  home,  tells  her  to  get  into  the 
bedroom,  stabs  her,  she’s  on  the  floor,  the 
defendant  has  the  gun?” 

Johnson  said  Green’s  statement  to  Julio’s 
cousin  before  the  incident  that  she  “felt 
something  big  was  going  to  happen”  in¬ 
dicated  premeditation  on  her  part.  He  also 
said  that  Green  had  held  Julio  at  gunpoint 
before,  further  implicating  her.  He  said 
Green  “should  have  retreated”  instead  of 
shooting  Julio.  When  asked  whether  he 
thought  Green  could  have  felt  her  life  was  in 
danger  based  on  her  past  experience  of 
abuse,  Johnson  said  he  did  not  think  that 
was  Green’s  state  of  mind  at  the  time  of  the 
shooting.  “She  was  mad  at  her  so  she  shot 
her,”  he  said. 

Johnson  said  the  fact  that  the  jury  only 
took  two-and-a-half  hours  to  come  back  with 
a  second-degree  murder  verdict  showed  that 
they  did  not  believe  the  battered  spouse  syn¬ 
drome  defense  applied  to  this  case.  Johnson 
had  sought  a  first-degree  murder  convic¬ 
tion,  based  on  his  argument  that  Green 
premeditated  her  shooting  of  Julio.  In  find¬ 
ing  her  guilty  of  second-degree  murder,  the 
jury  decided  Green  killed  Julio  “in  a  de¬ 
praved  state  of  mind.’ 

After  the  verdict,  two  members  of  the 
jury  were  quoted  in  the  Miami  Herald  about 
the  case.  One  woman,  who  declined  to  be 


Kostopolus  said  some  members  of  ACT 
UP/LA  countered  the  picketers  by  kissing 
in  front  of  them,  but  that  confrontations 
between  the  groups  consisted  of  yelling. 

Kostopolus  said  the  next  day  a  smaller 
group  of  “about  70”  fundamentalist  pro¬ 
testers  came  to  heckle  participants  in  the 
parade.  A  contingent  of  gay  activists  groups 
—  ACT  UP/LA,  ACT  UP/Long  Beach, 
Orange  County  Visibility  League,  Radical 
Faeries,  and  ACT  UP/San  Francisco  — 
yelled  at  the  fundamentalists  as  they  walked 
by.  He  said  the  groups  decided  to  confront 
the  bigots  after  the  parade  by  going  over  to 
the  protesters  and  kissing  in  front  of  them. 

Police  immediately  intervened,  said  Kos¬ 
topolus,  swinging  billy  clubs  from  horse¬ 
back.  He  said  the  gay  activists  first  sat 
down,  but  were  soon  joined  by  a  fundamen¬ 
talist  preacher,  who  they  proceeded  to  shout 
down.  The  gay  activists  then  regrouped  and 

Continued  on  page  15 


identified,  said  the  jury  of  six  men  and  six 
women  were  split  along  gender  lines  as  to 
whether  they  believed  the  battered  woman 
syndrome  defense  applied.  “The  women 
were  willing  to  believe  she  suffered  from  the 
syndrome,  but  the  men  weren’t,”  the  juror 
was  quoted  as  saying.  Another  juror,  Betty 
Mour,  told  the  Herald  “We  certainly  took 
into  consideration  that  she  had  been  beaten, 
but  there  was  too  much  evidence  against 
her.  Had  she  not  been  battered,  we  probably 
would  have  come  back  with  first-degree 
murder.” 

Rupp  said  she  could  not  understand  how 
the  jury  arrived  at  its  verdict.  But  she  said 
she  thought  Green  “had  a  lot  going  against 
her.”  Rupp  said  the  fact  that  Green  “is  a  lesbian, 
Puerto  Rican,  that  there  was  drug  usage  and 
violence”  involved,  led  the  jury  to  see  Green 
as  “someone  they  did  not  want  living  next 
door  to  them.”  Rupp  also  said  she  “defi¬ 
nitely”  thought  homophobia  played  a  role 
in  the  jury’s  decision.  “If  this  had  been  a 
heterosexual  relationship,  [Green]  would  be 
free,”  she  said. 

Rupp  said  Green  will  appeal  the  case  on 
the  basis  of  the  jury  selection  because  the 
judge  removed  some  potential  jurors  “for 
no  reason.”  The  jury’s  decision  on  the  facts 
of  the  case  cannot  be  appealed. 

Sheryl  Schrepf,  executive  director  of  a 
battered  women’s  advocacy  organization  in 
Massachusetts  called  Help  for  Abused 
Women  and  their  Children  (HAWC),  told 
GCN  that  a  verdict  like  the  one  in  Green’s 
case  “gives  a  message  that  it’s  okay  to  bat¬ 
ter.”  She  said  she  thought  the  jury  was  “a 
mirror  of  society  at  large,”  which  does  not 
understand  battered  spouse  syndrome.  She 
said  it  is  common  for  someone  in  Green’s 
situation  to  feel  like  they  have  no  choice  but 
to  kill  their  batterers. 

“You  don’t  walk  away  because  you’re 
not  in  a  position  of  being  safe  under  those 
conditions,”  said  Schrepf,  explaining  why 
Green  might  not  have  “retreated,”  as 
Johnson  suggested  she  should  have.  “She’s 
the  one  who  knows  her  lover’s  violence  and 
the  sequence  of  events.  It’s  an  issue  of 
power  and  control  and  what  she  sees  is  her 
own  survival....  Women  know  from  experi¬ 
ence  that  batterers  don’t  leave  you  alone,” 
Schrepf  said,  citing  several  examples  where 
women  who  have  tried  to  escape  batterers 
have  been  followed  and  killed  by  them. 

Schrepf  added  that  lesbians  in  battering 
relationships  may  even  be  less  likely  to  seek 
protection  under  the  law  because  they  have 
to  face  the  homophobia  of  the  legal  system 
in  addition  to  its  bias  against  victims  of 
abuse.  She  said  widespread  denial  among 
lesbians  that  battering  exists  in  lesbian  rela¬ 
tionships  also  contributes  to  the  isolation 
and  lack  of  options  battered  lesbians  may 
feel. 

□  filed  from  Boston 

Disabilities  Act 
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by  former  President  Ronald  Reagan’s  Com¬ 
mission  on  the  HIV  Epidemic  —  ending  bias 
against  people  who  are  HI  V  positive  because 
profound  fear  of  unjustified  discrimination 
discourages  those  who  might  be  HIV  posi¬ 
tive  from  seeking  health  care. 


emerge 

By  Regina  Gillis 

NEW  YORK  —  Labor  Day  Weekend 
brought  to  residents  of  the  Lower  East  Side 
the  fifth  annual  celebration  of  Wigstock  — 
a  day  of  “peace,  love  and  wigs”  for  drag 
queens,  crossdressers  and  their  friends.  Half 
mockery  of  everything  Seventies  and  half 
outrageous  liberating  camp,  it  is  a  cohesive 
event  in  the  East  Village  that  brings  together 
fags,  dykes,  punkers  and  street  people  for 
the  chance  to  “wig  out”  instead  of  getting 
pigged  out  by  police  for  occupying  Tomp¬ 
kins  Square  Park.  Tompkins  Square  Park 
has  gained  notoriety  for  the  recent  rash  of 
riots  between  street  people  and  neighboring 
residents  and  police  this  summer  and  last 
summer,  which  led  to  a  series  of  demonstra¬ 
tions  and  performances  by  a  coalition  of  art¬ 
ists/activists  known  as  “Missing  Founda¬ 
tion”  whose  chants  of  “Whose  fucking 
park?”  have  led  the  effort  to  reclaim  it. 

Wigstock  officially  begins  each  year  with 
a  subdued  celebration  the  Sunday  before 
Labor  Day  at  The  Pyramid  Club  on  Avenue 
A,  across  from  the  park,  and  this  year  was 
no  exception.  The  bar  was  packed  to  capaci¬ 
ty,  with  many  of  the  queens  sporting  their 
do’s,  coifs,  flips  and  falls  as  they  posed  and 
danced  on  top  of  the  bar. 

On  Labor  Day,  Wigstock  began 
“promptly”  at  2  p.m.  or  so,  and  featured 
hours  of  nonstop  drag  and  Village  celebs 
mocking  everything  Woodstockesque  and 
dripping  in  the  loud  excess  of  the  early  ’70s 
—  platform  shoes,  bell-bottoms,  hiphuggers. 
contrasting  fabric  patterns,  suede  fringed 
jackets  and  blaring  disco  music  onstage  be¬ 
tween  acts. 

One  noticeable  difference  this  year  over 
previous  Wigstocks  was  that  the  event  has 
become  much  more  commercial.  Wigstock 
received  its  first  corporate  sponsor 
(550-9999,  a  phone  sex  line  for  cross¬ 
dressers),  and  programs,  T-shirts,  posters 
and  back  issues  of  My  Comrade  (a  gay/drag 
fanzine)  were  displayed  prominently.  The 


event  was  covered  in  its  entirety  by  New 
York’s  Gay  Cable  Network. 

Many  of  the  Wigstock  “regulars”  were 
there  performing  —  Lady  Bunny  acted  as 
Mastress  of  Ceremonies,  Hapi  Phace 
brought  out  her  kazoo  band,  French  Twist 
had  a  half-hour  set  of  nothing  but  twist 
music,  The  Das  Furloines  belted  out  their 
unusual  brand  of  polka  music,  Jasmine 
Allspice  wielded  her  trademark  “titlash,” 
Lipsynka  mimed  to  yet  another  old  scratchy 
recording  of  dialogue,  and  Dean  and  the 
Weenies  cranked  out  more  new  material 
from  their  stash  of  unrecorded  gems,  having 
been  recently  dumped  by  Island  Records. 
The  highlight  is  always  when  John  Kelly,  an 
East  Village  performance  artist,  does  his  im¬ 
personation  of  Joni  Mitchell  singing 
“Woodstock”  —  only  the  words  are  re¬ 
vamped  to  fit  the  Wigstock  motif. 

This  year’s  Wigstock  was  not  without  its 
controversy.  According  to  New  York’s  new 
lesbian  and  gay  news  magazine,  OutWeek, 
festival  organizers  have  come  under  attack 
for  failing  to  respond  to  an  incident  in  which 
four  Wigstock  attendees  were  assaulted  by 
gay  bashers.  Critics  have  claimed  the  festival 
organizers  failed  to  adequately  inform  at¬ 
tendees  about  the  violence  that  had  taken 
place,  and  were  insensitive  in  the  statements 
they  did  make  from  the  stage. 

Many  who  did  have  access  to  the  micro¬ 
phone,  however,  took  on  the  politics  of 
obscenity.  Many  performers  mentioned  the 
hype  over  the  Mapplethorpe  exhibit,  and 
some,  including  a  dance  troupe  known  as 
DanceNoise,  targeted  their  performance  at 
those  who  find  too  much  of  everything 
obscene  by  doing  the  most  obscene  thing 
they  could  think  of  —  “dirty  dancing”  to 
the  Dirty  Dancing  soundtrack  onstage  with 
over  1000  onlookers,  smearing  fake  blood 
all  over  their  bodies  and  then  shimmying 
their  electrical  tape  covered  breasts  all  over 
the  place.  Cowabunga!  □ 


“We  recognize,”  said  Kennedy,  “that 
people  will  not  volunteer  for  HIV  testing 
[or]  come  forward  for  crucial  medical  treat¬ 
ment  until  their  basic  human  rights  have 
been  protected.  We  can  bring  the  HIV  epi¬ 
demic  under  control,  but  only  if  we  have  the 
common  sense  to  reach  out  to  those  who 
need  help  with  compassion  and  understand¬ 
ing.  This  is  the  essential  first  step.”  Tim 
McFeeley,  executive  director  of  the  Human 
Rights  Campaign  Fund  (HRCF),  said  “We 
commend  Sen.  Kennedy  for  spearheading 
this  bill  on  behalf  of  all  Americans  affected 
by  the  nation’s  most  serious  health  crisis.” 

What  will  ADA  do? 

ADA  “truly  could  change  life  in  America 
as  it  is  experienced  by  people  with  all 
disabilities,”  said  Jean  McGuire,  of  the 
AIDS  Action  Council  and  the  National  Or¬ 
ganizations  Responding  to  AIDS  (NORA). 
What  guaranteed  victory,  she  said,  was  “the 
press  of  the  epidemic  and  the  incredible  col¬ 
laboration  within  the  disabled  community.” 

ADA  will  “assure  people  protection  from 
discrimination  in  things  important  to  main¬ 
tain  so  they  can  stay  in  their  communities 
and  enjoy  life  as  much  as  possible,”  said 
McGuire.  “The  coalition  of  so  many  dis- 
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abled  people  involved  is  a  miracle  in  itself,” 
she  added.  NORA  was  begun  in  1987  by 
groups  —  more  than  120  now  —  whose  con¬ 
stituencies  are  affected  by  the  AIDS 
epidemic  and  are  committed  to  developing 
comprehensive,  humane,  and  effective 
federal  AIDS  policy. 

ADA  breaks  new  ground  by  assuring 
comprehensive  accessibility  and  justice  for 
people  with  disabilities,  reinforcing  well- 
settled  support  at  the  judicial,  legislative  and 
executive  levels.  Disability  rights  leaders 
described  it  as  the  most  significant  civil 
rights  statute  since  1964.  The  bill  forbids 
bias  in  private-sector  employment,  public 
accommodations,  communications,  trans¬ 
portation,  and  activities  of  state  and  local 
governments.  The  protection  equals  what  is 
afforded  others  on  the  basis  of  race,  sex,  na¬ 
tional  origin,  age  and  religion. 

Helms’  objections  lead  to  exclusions 

“Helms  and  his  homophobic  cabal  will 
never  fail  to  take  the  opportunity  to  in¬ 
troduce  anti-gay  language,”  observed 
HRCF’s  Robert  Bray.  “We  saw  it  coming 
and  put  our  allies  on  alert.”  HRCF  dropped 
5000  “customized”  Western  Union  Mail- 
grams  from  members  and  new  recruits  on 

Continued  on  page  7 
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GCN  Job  Opening 

Staff  Writer/Circula¬ 
tion  Co-Coordinator 

Available  in  October/November.  Research, 
investigate  and  write  news  stories  about 
Boston/New  England  and  also  stories  with  a 
national  scope.  May  include  some 
analytical/feature  writing  as  well.  Share 
responsibilities  with  other  staff  writer  for 
coordinating  weekly  mailing  of  paper  and  pro¬ 
cessing  subscriptions. 

Qualifications:  Strong  writing  skills  and 
ability  to  write  several  stories  under  weekly 
deadline  pressure.  Knowledge  of  local/na¬ 
tional  lesbian  and  gay  community  and  issues 
helpful.  Strong  organizational  and  record 
keeping  skills  and  knowledge  of  data  entry 
and/or  computers  also  helpful. 

Deadline  for  application:  October  6,  1989 

All  GCN  positions  require  commitments  to 
lesbian/gay  liberation,  feminism,  and  anti¬ 
racism,  an  awareness  of  class  issues,  and  a 
commitment  to  collective  decision-making. 

Salary/Benefits:  All  positions  pay  $200/week 
and  include  health/life  insurance,  routine 
lealth  care  through  the  Fenway  Community 
Health  Center,  sick  leave,  and  four  weeks  paid 
vacation.  GCN  offers  staff  members  respon¬ 
sibility  for  their  own  jobs,  with  flexibility  and 
ample  room  for  innovation. 

To  apply:  Please  send  resume  and  cover  let¬ 
ter  to: 

GCN  Job  Search  Committee 
62  Berkeley  Street 
Joston,  MA  021 16 


“Community  Voices”  and  “Speaking  Out”  are 
parts  of  our  efforts  to  provide  a  true  forum  of 
opinion  for  the  community.  We  encourage  you 
to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us, 
and  to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space. 
We  welcome  all  contributions  except  personal 
attacks.  Copies  of  letters  and  “Speaking  Out” 
contributions  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a 
space-available  basis.  GCN  reserves  the  right  to 
edit  letters  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions 
for  length  and  clarity,  in  consultation  with  the 
author.  The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership. 

Letter  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions  must 
be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED.  Letters  can 
be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO  PAGES.  “Speak¬ 
ing  Out”  contributions  can  be  NO  LONGER 
THAN  FOUR  PAGES.  Send  to:  Community 
Voices  or  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02116. 

Making  headway  against  sexual 
coercion  and  respecting  free 
sexual  choices 

Dear  GCN : 

In  her  reply  (“So  Much  for  Finding  a 
Common  Ground,”  GCN  Aug.  20)  to  my 
Speak  Out  column  (“Contesting  the  Sexual 
Abuse  Discourse,”  GCN,  July  23),  Liz 
Galst  charges  that  I  deny  the  existence,  let 
alone  the  potential  painfulness,  of  the  sex¬ 
ual  coercion  of  children,  and  have  no  grasp 
of  the  distinction  between  rape  and  consen¬ 
sual  sex. 

This  seems  to  me  a  blatant  misreading.  I 
state  clearly  that  sexual  coercion  of  children 
is  a  real  phenomenon  that  must  be  confront¬ 
ed,  and  that,  like  any  other  kind  of  coer¬ 
cion,  it  can  leave  lasting  scars.  I  didn’t  say  in 
my  article,  but  believe  —  as  do  most 
defenders  of  consensual  intergenerational 
sex  —  that  the  writings  of  women  and  men 
that  describe  coercive  sexual  experiences  as 
children  are  crucial  documents,  and  that  the 
feminist  movement  was  essential  in  creating 
a  space  where  this  coercion  could  be  discuss¬ 
ed  in  the  face  of  great  societal  resistance. 

All  this  is  consistent  with  my  main  conten¬ 
tion  that  the  sexual  abuse  discourse  —  by 
which  1  mean  the  deep-seated  assumptions 
and  imagery  that  structure  most  thinking  on 
this  topic  —  is  severly  flawed. 

Galst  seems  to  mistake  my  sharp  criti¬ 


cisms  of  this  discourse  for  trivialization  and 
disbelief  of  people  who  suffered  sexual  coer¬ 
cion  as  children.  That  conclusion  does  not 
follow. 

Illustration:  there  was  a  well  developed 
discourse  in  the  South  singling  out  the  rape 
of  a  white  woman  by  a  Black  man  as  a 
special  horror,  and  creating  an  environment 
where  expression  of  sexual  interest  by  'a 
Black  man  for  a  white  woman  could  easily 
escalate  into  a  charge  of  rape,  punishment 
for  which  was  not  infrequently  lynching. 
Surely  Galst  would  agree  that  criticizing  that 
racist  discourse  does  not  entail  that  one  con¬ 
dones  rape,  thinks  rape  shouldn’t  be  dis¬ 
cussed,  or  thinks  that  white  women  are 
never  raped  by  Black  men. 

I  think  the  current  sex  abuse  discourse  is 
of  a  feather  with  this  Southern  rape  dis¬ 
course.  Both  depend  on  and  shore  up  social¬ 
ly-constructed  categories  that  are  used  to 
oppress  (Blacks  and  children/adolescents) 
and  sustained  partly  through  a  sexual 
stereotype  (Blacks  as  sexually  uncontrolled; 
children  as  sexless).  Both  capitalize  on  wide¬ 
ly  felt  and  widely  feared  sexual  desire  bet¬ 
ween  persons  across  these  categories  (whites 
and  Blacks;  adults  and  minors).  Both 
demonize  the  sexual  actor  who  dares  to  tran¬ 
sgress  and  desanctify  the  barrier  (the  Black 
“miscegenator” ;  the  pederast  or 
pedophile).  Both  are  imposed  as  socially- 
sanctioned  interpretive  schema  to  twist 
some  people’s  actual  consensual  ex¬ 
periences. 

It’s  not  an  overstatement  to  call  the 
ideology  around  sex  between  adults  and 
minors  as  distorting  as  racism.  Consider  the 
credulity  given  by  the  media  and  the  public 
to  the  total  lie  that  pedophiles  are  kidnap¬ 
ping  upwards  of  50,000  children  a  year. 
Consider  that  a  governor  so  supposedly 
liberal  as  Michael  Dukakis  has  achieved  and 
defended  legislation  that  makes 
photographing  a  naked  17  year  old  an  act 
proportional  with  murder.  Consider  the  20 
consecutive  life  terms  a  Nevada  judge  gave 
Robert  Butler  in  1980  for  what  all  agree  was 
a  consensual  relationship  with  an  adoles¬ 
cent. 

I’m  encouraged  to  see  that  for  all  Galst’s 
harsh  words  about  my  article,  she,  too, 
questions  a  key  tenet  of  that  ideology:  that 
there  is  no  difference  between  sexual  contact 
between  adults  and  minors  and  sexual  coer¬ 
cion.  Only  if  everyone  talking,  writing, 
legislating,  and  counseling  in  this  area  con- 
sistenly  respects  that  distinction  can  we 
make  any  headway  against  sexual  coercion 
while  respecting  the  free  sexual  choices  of 
persons,  such  as  myself,  who  as  children  and 
adolescents  enjoyed  sex  with  adults. 

Sincerely, 

_  Bill  Andriette 

Boston,  Mass. 

Lesbian  battering:  stop  denial 
in  our  community 

Dear  GCN : 

Thanks  for  your  recent  feature  on  lesbian 
battering;  GCN’s  continued  coverage  of  this 
issue  is  rare  and  most  welcome.  The  denial 
that  our  communities  are  mired  in  about 
battering  is  at  best  discouraging  to  those  of 
us  who  are/have  been  abused,  and  at  worst, 
contributes  to  our  being  isolated  and  bat¬ 
tered  further. 

I  for  one  am  sick  of  hearing  that  lesbians 
are  wonderful,  that  relationships  between 
“women-loving  women”  are  superior,  that 
in  women-only  space  we’re  safe,  that  it  is 
men  who  are  aggressive  while  women  are  co¬ 
operative,  peaceful,  nurturing,  etc.,  etc., 
etc.  There  are  countless  lesbians  and  bisex¬ 
ual  women  whose  lives  attest  to  how  much 
bullshit  that  all  is:  women  who  suffer  from 
injuries  and  disabilities  resulting  from  their 
women  lovers’  brutality;  women  who  have 
never  told  anyone  the  details  of  what  hap¬ 
pened  to  them  because  the  pain  and  shame 
are  too  great,  or  because  no  one  wants  to 
hear  it;  women  who  have  to  pack  up  their 
lives  and  move  —  maybe  once,  maybe  every 
few  months  —  to  escape  ex-lovers  who  are 
tracking  them  down;  women  who  for  years 
carry  the  scars,  both  physical  and  emo¬ 
tional,  which  remind  them  every  day  of 
what  they  have  survived;  and  women  who 
have  not  survived  —  women  who  have  been 
killed  by  their  lovers. 

These  women  have  been  abused  in  all  the 
ways  straight  male  batterers  abuse  women, 
and  then  some.  (Lesbian  batterers  have  the 
additional  weapon  of  homophobia  to  use 
against  their  partners.)  After  three  years  of 
working  with  both  straight  and  lesbian 
women,  I  have  to  say  that  some  of  the  most 
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publication  for  lesbians  and  gay  men  in  this  country.” 

—  Sue  Hyde 

National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force 
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SPEAKING  OUT 


brutal  and/or  cruel  abuse  I’ve  heard  about 
has  come  not  from  men  but  from  women. 

What  I  would  like  is  for  my  community  to 
wake  up  to  these  facts  and  do  something 
about  it.  You  can  start  by  acknowledging 
how  large  and  how  serious  an  issue  lesbian 
battering  is.  You  can  realize  that  there  are 
lesbian  and  bisexual  women  in  your  lives 
right  now  who  are  battered  or  batterers. 
You  can  name  and  confront  controlling  and 
abusive  behavior  when  you  witness  it.  You 
can  read  about  the  issue  and  think  about  it. 
You  can  listen  to  and  support  battered 
friends  and  help  them  to  safety  if  necessary. 
You  can  take  direction  from  battered  les¬ 
bians/bisexual  women  as  we  talk  and  organ¬ 
ize.  You  can  take  this  issue  personally, 
because  (to  paraphrase)  if  in  one  lesbian 
relationship  a  woman  can  be  battered,  none 
of  us  are  safe  from  battering. 


In  peace, 
Beth  Leventhal 
Salem,  Mass. 


Seeking  ‘equal  protection’  for 
transsexuals  in  prison 

Dear  GCN : 

As  a  transsexual  confined  in  a  federal 
penitentiary,  I  am  requesting  the  assistance 
of  any  transsexual  who  is  (or  has  been)  con¬ 
fined  in  a  federal  institution.  Though  I 
worked  as  a  legal  research  clerk  in  society,  I 
have  found  trying  to  get  the  feds  to  give 
transsexuals  estrogen  or  other  treatment  an 
uphill  battle.  The  law  requires  that  they  pro¬ 
vide  diagnosed  transsexuals  with  some  form 
of  treatment,  but  they  evade  the  issue  in 
many  manners;  mostly  by  making  things 
within  the  system  difficult  for  us. 

However,  I  have  finally  found  a  substan¬ 
tial  ‘equal  protection’  claim  that  could  enti¬ 
tle  transsexuals  to  receive  estrogen. 
Specifically,  the  federal  prison  system  has 
been  unofficially  providing  estrogen  to 
transsexuals  in  ‘low  security’  institutions 
(e.g.  Butner,  Lexington,  Ft.  Worth,  Dan¬ 
bury,  etc.)  but  has  continuously  denied  such 
treatment  to  transsexuals  in  ‘higher  security’ 
institutions. 

This  is  a  plain  violation  of  the  ‘equal  pro¬ 
tection’  clause  to  the  US  Constitution. 
However,  in  order  to  succeed  on  this  claim  I 
need  the  cooperation  of  any  transsexual 
who  is  currently  or  in  the  past  has  received 
treatment  for  transsexualism  while  in 
federal  custody.  All  I  need  is  a  sworn  state¬ 
ment  from  you  stating  in  what  federal  in¬ 
stitution  you  received  such  treatment  and 
what  type  of  treatment  you  received.  Please 
send  your  information  via  an  outside 
source. 

Dee  Farmer 
23288-037 

_  Box  33 

Terre  Haute,  IN  47808 
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GCN  Internships 


Students:  —  GCN  has  internships!  Come  gain 
experience  in  journalism  and  non-profit  ad¬ 
ministration. 

Internships  may  focus  on  one  or  more  of  the 
following  areas,  depending  on  the  intern’s  skills 
and  interests:  local  and  national  reporting, 
features  and  book  review  writing,  layout/produc¬ 
tion,  illustration/graphics,  photography,  market¬ 
ing/ad  sales,  events  organizing,  fundraising,  grant 
writing,  prisoner  support,  calendar  coordination, 
tape  transcribing,  proofreading,  and  typesetting, 
among  other  projects. 

The  most  important  qualification  for  intern¬ 
ships  is  a  commitment  to  gay/lesbian  liberation. 
Other  qualification  requirements  are  specific  to 
the  type  of  internship;  we  are,  however,  willing 
to  train.  Internships  are  available  for  fall  or  spring 
semesters,  as  well  as  for  winter  break  and  summer 
term.  No  pay  is  available,  but  work  study  and/or 
course  credit  may  be  arranged.  GCN  offers  all  in¬ 
terns  responsibility  for  their  own  jobs,  with  flex¬ 
ibility  and  ample  room  for  innovation.  Deadlines 
for  application  are  not  fixed. 

Please  send  letter  of  interest  and  resume  (or 
description  of  work  experiences  and  community 
involvement)  to:  Natalie  Diffloth,  Coordinating 
Editor,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St., 
Boston,  MA  02116. 
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Reproductive  freedom:  An 
for  lesbians,  gay  men  and 
affected  by  AIDS 


By  Mickey  Wheatley,  Margaret  McCarthy, 
Mitchell  Karp,  and  Tony  Glover 

The  struggle  over  reproductive  rights  is 
again  gaining  momentum,  as  right-wing 
zealots  push  their  agenda  into  the  White 
House  and  the  Supreme  Court.  Once  again  a 
woman’s  right  to  choose  whether  to  have  an 
abortion  is  in  realistic  jeopardy  of  being 
taken  away.  The  struggle  is  over  our  right  to 
control  our  own  lives: 

•  The  right  to  have  access  to  health- 
related  (and  other)  information  is  at  stake. 

•  The  right  to  have  sex  the  way  we  want 
(not  necessarily  for  reproductive  reasons)  is 
at  stake. 

•  The  right  to  decide  what  to  do  if  we 
become  pregnant  is  at  stake. 

It  is  in  all  our  interests  to  lend  support  in 
opposing  the  loss  of  abortion  rights. 

Our  oppressors  see  the  common  connections 
between  abortion,  lesbian  and  gay  libera¬ 
tion,  and  the  AIDS  epidemic 

The  right-wing  groups  who  label  homo¬ 
sexuals  as  “sick,”  who  prohibit  us  from 
providing  sexually-explicit  safer-sex  educa¬ 
tion  to  those  who  may  die  without  it,  and 
who  criminalize  the  way  we  have  sex,  are  the 
same  ones  who  want  to  force  women  seeking 
abortions  into  undertaking  unnecessarily 
dangerous  procedures.  The  language  that 
these  groups  use  shows  the  danger  of  their 
ideas:  women  who  have  abortions  are 
“murderers,”  while  HIV-seropositive  in¬ 
fants  and  hemophiliacs  are  “innocent  vic¬ 


tims,”  (implying  that  other  HIV- 
seropositives  deserve  the  disease).  The  right- 
wing  sees  the  connections  between  these 
issues  and  unites  around  them.  They 
carefully  pick  which  issue  to  push  in  their 
strategy  to  keep  us  all  oppressed.  They  are 
also  careful  to  frame  the  issues  narrowly  to 
keep  us  from  seeing  the  connections  be¬ 
tween  the  issues.  We  must  not  be  deceived 
by  their  tactics. 

The  anti-abortion  movement,  including 
the  Catholic  Church,  portrays  abortion  as  a 
conflict  between  the  rights  of  the  woman 
versus  the  rights  of  the  fetus.  To  frame  the 
issue  this  way  is  misleading  and  divisive;  it 
devalues  women  by  presuming  that  they  are 
nothing  more  than  vessels  for  a  fetus.  The 
real  issues  at  stake  are  much  more  basic:  the 
right  to  control  our  own  bodies,  the  right  to 
make  our  own  health  care  decisions,  and  the 
right  to  express  our  sexuality  for  the  sheer 
joy  it  brings  us,  regardless  of  whether  it  leads 
to  reproduction. 

The  history  of  the  HIV  epidemic  reveals 
all  too  clearly  what  occurs  when  govern¬ 
ment,  religious  institutions  and  the  medical 
profession  exclude  our  input  and  make  deci¬ 
sions  that  affect  our  lives.  In  the  eyes  of 
these  arrogant  institutions,  when  we  seek 
control  over  our  own  sexuality  and  bodies, 
we  are  criminals.  When  we  attempt  to  make 
our  own  health  care  decisions,  we  are  also 
criminals.  We  must  look  behind  the  screen 
of  “concern  for  the  innocents,”  that 
patriarchal  institutions  like  the  churches  and 
the  courts  create  to  deceive  us. 

Denial  of  women’s  right  to  control  their 
bodies 

Throughout  history,  one  of  the  most 
effective  ways  patriarchal  society  has  op¬ 
pressed  women  has  been  through  control  of 
information  and  access  to  contraception,  as 
well  as  by  excluding  women  from  decisions 
about  if  and  when  they  have  children.  In 
some  cases  this  has  been  done  by  doctors 
and  endorsed  by  the  government.  At  other 
times  the  government  has  been  the  main 
perpetrator  of  this  denial  of  women’s  rights. 
In  every  case,  these  forms  of  oppression 
have  stemmed  from  the  patriarchal  view 
that  women  should  be  dominated  and  con¬ 
trolled  by  men. 


Despite  recent  gains  by  and  for  women, 
including  the  right  to  abortion,  women  in 
the  United  States  continue  to  be  denied  con¬ 
trol  over  their  bodies  and  lives  in  many 
ways: 

•  The  federal  government  and  all  but  14 
state  governments  and  the  District  of  Col¬ 
umbia  refuse  to  pay  for  Medicaid  abortions 
while  at  the  same  time  paying  for  90  percent 
of  sterilization  costs. 

•  35.3  percent  of  women  in  Puerto  Rico 
by  1968,  25  percent  of  Native  American 
women,  and  thousands  of  Black  and  men¬ 
tally  disabled  women  have  undergone 
forced  sterilizations.  This  campaign  has  also 
been  carried  out  in  New  York  City  and 
elsewhere  in  the  U.S. 

•  The  government  fails  to  provide  com¬ 
prehensive,  quality  health  and  sex  education 
that  is  explicit  and  sensitive  to  the  needs  of 
each  communtiy. 

•  The  government  fails  to  provide  ad¬ 
equate  prenatal  care,  family  planning,  child 
care,  sexually  transmitted  disease  screening 
and  gynecological  care  for  all  women. 

•  There  is  a  lack  of  concern  for  illnesses 
which  are  women-specific.  Each  year  40,000 
women  die  in  the  U.S.  from  breast  cancer. 
Governor  Cuomo’s  recent  New  York  state 
budget  removed  funding  for  breast-cancer 
screening  for  minority  women. 

•  The  government  fails  to  address 
violence  against  women. 


Denial  of  lesbian  and  gay  people’s  right  to 
control  their  bodies 

Like  women,  as  lesbians  and  gay  men  we 
are  denied  the  right  to  control  our  bodies, 
and  we  are  condemned  for  expressing  our 
sexuality.  Our  sexual  activities  are  criminal¬ 
ized  in  many  states,  subjecting  us  to  arrest 
and  jail  time  for  enjoying  our  bodies,  our  in¬ 
timacy  and  love  —  even  in  our  own  homes. 
Our  relationships  are  not  recognized.  We 
cannot  get  “family”  memberships,  or  tax, 
insurance  and  other  partnership  benefits.  If 
we  or  our  lovers  become  ill,  we  may  be  for¬ 
bidden  to  have  contact  with  one  another. 
Often,  we  are  threatened  with  loss  of  our 
children  and  are  denied  the  right  to  use  new 
reproductive  technologies  or  adopt 
children.  The  fight  to  develop  and  gain  ac¬ 
cess  to  AIDS  prevention  and  medical  treat¬ 
ments,  to  repeal  sodomy  laws,  to  gain 


freedom  for  women  like  Sharon  Kowalski, 
and  to  obtain  equal  rights  for  lesbian  and 
gay  people,  are  based  on  the  same  concepts 
of  personal  freedom  and  the  right  to  control 
one’s  body  that  underlie  the  struggles  over 
access  to  abortion  and  reproductive  choice. 

The  right  to  make  our  own  health  care  deci¬ 
sions 

The  right  to  make  one’s  own  health  care 
decisions  is  central  to  reproductive  rights. 
Yet  today,  pregnant  women,  lesbians,  gay 
men  and  HIV-seropositives  are  being  denied 
this  right. 

The  decision  of  whether  or  not  to  have  an 
abortion  is  part  of  our  right  to  health  care. 
For  many  reasons,  women  often  cannot 
freely  make  reproductive  choices:  because 
they  don’t  have  access  to  any  gynecological 
health  care,  because  they  lack  knowledge  of 
options,  because  they  lack  funding  for  con¬ 
traception,  abortion,  and  pre-  and  post- 


urgent  issue 
people 

natal  care.  Pregnant  women,  particularly 
women  of  color  and  poor  women,  are  rou¬ 
tinely  denied  rights  of  informed  consent  and 
are  forced  to  undergo  invasive  procedures 
that  benefit  doctors  or  the  fetus  while  the 
mother’s  health  care  needs  are  ignored. 
Women’s  ability  to  make  health  care  deci¬ 
sions  will  be  further  curtailed  if  abortion  is 
criminalized. 

Women  entering  family  planning  and 
sexually-transmitted-disease  clinics  are 
often  coerced  into  taking  HIV  tests  without 
counseling  about  the  emotional,  social,  legal 
and  health  consequences  of  HIV  antibody 
test  results.  When  pregnant  women  test  HIV 
seropositive,  they  are  often  further  denied 
their  right  to  make  decisions  about  their 
reproductive  choices.  They  are  denied  abor¬ 
tions  and  other  health  care,  or  they  are 
coerced  into  having  unwanted  abortions,  or 
are  sterilized  against  their  will,  and 
sometimes  even  without  their  knowledge. 

Similarly,  other  HIV-seropositives  are 
routinely  denied  the  ability  to  make  their 
own  health  care  decisions.  Inadequate 
health  care  facilities,  class-based  provision 
of  health  care  services  and  society’s  deter¬ 
mination  that  people  with  AIDS  are  expend¬ 
able,  limit  HIV-seropositives’  access  to  both 
primary  health  care  and  experimental 
treatments. 

The  right  to  designate  a  medical  power  of 
attorney,  the  right  to  refuse  treatment  and 
die,  and  the  right  to  rely  upon  a  living  will 
are  all  hotly-contested  issues.  Sharon  Ko¬ 
walski  and  Karen  Thompson  bear  witness  to 
the  way  a  patriarchal  system  denies  us,  as 
lesbian,  gay  and  disabled  people,  the  right  to 
control  our  own  bodies,  hearts  and  lives. 

Articulating  our  concerns  to  the  larger  socie¬ 
ty 

The  fight  over  access  to  safe  abortion  ser¬ 
vices  is  part  of  our  struggle  to  control  our 
bodies  and  our  lives.  In  the  past,  this  right  to 
safe  abortion  services  has  been  argued  in 
terms  of  privacy  interests.  However,  label¬ 
ing  these  concerns  as  a  “right  to  privacy” 
dangerously  misstates  the  argument.  The 
“rights”  at  issue  are  broad,  and  include  the 
right  to  personal  freedom,  the  right  to  be  left 
alone,  and  the  right  to  governmental  sup¬ 
port  for  our  personal  decisions.  Too  often 
we’ve  tended  to  argue  privacy  narrowly,  as 
the  right  to  be  able  to  do  things  behind  clos¬ 
ed  doors.  In  fact,  this  is  a  trap  for  lesbian 
and  gay  people,  and  for  HIV-seropositives. 

If  we  argue  for  the  right  to  be  ourselves 
behind  closed  doors,  we  unwittingly  give 
patriarchal  institutions  tremendous  power 
to  control  our  lives  and  personal  decisions. 


We  have  both  public  and  private  concerns: 
we  need  funding  to  educate  each  other  effec¬ 
tively  about  our  health  care  and  other  needs, 
and  to  enable  us  to  follow  through  on  our 
health-care  decisions;  we  need  the  right  to 
publicly  display  our  love  for  each  other  to 
undermine  the  hate  directed  at  us.  Let’s  de¬ 
mand  that  the  institutions  of  our  govern¬ 
ment  and  culture  fulfill  their  obligations  to 
help  each  of  us  become  most  fully,  openly, 
and  productively  ourselves. 

Mickey  Wheatley  and  Margaret  McCar¬ 
thy  are  active  members  of  ACT  UP/ New 
York.  Mitchell  Karp  and  Tony  Glover  are 
involved  with  Men  of  All  Colors  Together, 
New  York. 


The  real  issues  at  stake  are  ...  the  right  to  control  our  own 
bodies,  the  right  to  make  our  own  health  care  decisions,  and 
the  right  to  express  our  sexuality  for  the  sheer  joy  it  brings 
us,  regardless  of  whether  it  leads  to  reproduction. 


When  we  seek  control  over  our  own  sexuality  and  bodies, 
we  are  criminals.  When  we  attempt  to  make  our  own  health 
care  decisions,  we  are  also  criminals.  We  must  look  behind 
the  screen  of  “concern  for  the  innocents,  ”  that  patriarchal 
institutions  like  the  churches  and  the  courts  create  to 

deceive  us. 
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The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund  & 
Associates,  P.C. 

David  R.  Lund, 

Barbara  Macy,  Therese  A.  Young 

Criminal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning  • 
Real  Estate  Transactions  •  Domestic 
Relations  •  Discrimination  •  Probate 
of  Estates  •  Defense  of  Drunk 
Drivers  •  Business  Representation  • 
Relationship  agreements  •  Civil 
Litigation  •  General  Practice  of  Law  • 
Condominium  Conversion 

529  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
617-266-0760 


491-4110 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
TYPESETTING 
PRINTING 


10  Magazine  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 


(Magazine  and  Green  Streets,  Central  Square) 


New  Therapy 
Groups 

The  following  groups  are 
now  forming: 

Coming  Out  Groups  for  Gay  Men 
Coming  Out  Groups  for  Lesbians 
Group  for  Lesbian/Gay  Couples 
in  long  term  relationships  (3  plus 
years) 

South  End 
Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 
Most  insurance  accepted. 

For  further  information  please 
call:  437-9643 


\M^ 

Parking,  1 

Centrally  Located  i 

l  Women-Owned  &  Operated 

|  Guesthouse 

|  18  Pearl  Street,  Box  22 

1  Provincetown,  Mass.  02657 

(508)  487-2210 

(  Mastercard 

Visa 

E  WALK  IN  OR  BY  APPOINTMENT 


=  TEL  338-9641 


|  H&e  ‘Sen&ehjty  ‘Sanfa/i  S&afc  \ 

T-F  8:30  -  6:00 
SAT.  8:30-3:30 
CLOSED  MONDAYS 


DOWNTOWN  CAFE 
12  LaGrange  Street 
in  Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338-7037 

Lunch,  dinner  and  brunch 
Reservations  accepted 
Hours,  weekdays  11:30am-11pm 
|S  Fri.  and  Sat.  11:30am  until  1am 
I?  Sundays  open  at  12  noon 
i  iv.v.v.v.v.w.’.w 


ED  ROBICHAUD 
86  BERKELEY  ST. 
BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 
WE  SELL  R.K.  PRODUCTS 


HEALING  SERVICES 
FOR  ALL  AFFECTED  I 
BY  AIDS 


For  persons  with  AIDS 
For  their  families  and  friends 
For  those  in  the  healing  professions 
For  those  who  are  afraid  and  angry 
For  those  who  wish  it  would  go  away  I 
For  all  who  seek  God’s  healing  power | 

Next  Service: 

Sept.  19th,  7:30  PM 
Christ  Church 
Zero  Garden  Street 
Cambridge,  Mass. 

(Harvard  Square  T  Stop) 

Co-sponsored  by  the  Ecumenical 
Taskforce  on  AIDS 

For  more  information: 

(617)  628-7665 


/^\ 


Gornigo 

at  Salem 
Pickering  Wharf 
Salem,  Mass.  01970 
(508)  745-0552 

Magick  in  the  Scottish  Celtic  tradition 
Oils,  brews,  incense,  herbs, 
Tarot  cards,  craft  bric-a-brac 
Daily  10am-6pm,  Fri.  10am-8pm 


LESBIAN  COUPLES  GROUP 

Deepen  commitment 
Explore:  blocks  to  intimacy,  life  scripts, 
sexuality,  finances. 

Dysfunctional  family  issues 
Communication,  honesty, 
Empowerment  of  self  and  relationship. 
Celebrate  the  joys  of  coupledom. 

CANTABRIGIA 

COUNSELING 

ANITA  W.  ROSSIEN,  LCSW 
Oct.  4  -  Dec.  13,  1989 
7:30  -  9:30  pm 
$30  per  session,  per  person 
Cambridge 
617-354-5981 


Southern  Jamaica  Plain 

HEALTHQENTER 

affiliated  with  the  Brigham  &  Women’s  Hospital 


•  Adult  Medicine 

•  Obstetrics  &  Gynecology 

•  Podiatry 

•  Pediatrics 

•  Nutrition/WIC  Program 

•  Mental  Health 
Family  Alcoholism  Program 


Evenings  hours,  convenient  to  public 
transportation 

Sliding  scale  avail. ,  all  health 
insurance  accepted 
Spanish  spoken 
687  Centre  St.,  Jamaica  Plain 
522-5900 


\  ^SAJOhi 


S 


NATURAL  FOOD 
RESTAURANT 


Wholesome  Foods  Good  Prices 

Sunday  brunch 
1  lam-3  pm  with  French 
crepes  and  pancakes 

Hours:  daily  llam-9:30pm 


l 


166  Harvard  Ave. 
Atlston,  MA  02134 
(617)  254-9786 


Women’s  Ice  Hockey 


New  Team  Forming 
For  Valley  Sports 
Women’s  League 


Now  Recruiting 
For  Fall  1989 


Call  (617)  863-5607  for  Info. 


amtikva  mpn  m 


* 


Rosh  Hashanah  Service 

Friday,  September  29th  at  8  pm 
at  the  Boston  YWCA 
140  Clarendon  Street 
Boston 

Send  donation  of  $12  for  members;  $15  for  non-members  to 
Am  Tikva 
Box  11 

Cambridge,  Mass.  02238 
ASL  interpreted 

Yom  Kippor  Service  and  Breakfast 

Monday,  October  9th  at  5:30  pm 
at  the  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Service  Center 
338  Newbury  Street 
2nd  Floor 
Boston 

dairy/veggie  potluck  break-fast  to  follow  service 
Call  782-8894  for  more  information  .  i 

Wheelchair  accessible  (!> 
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MAREA  MURRAY,  UCSW 

(formerly  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Health) 
proudly  announces  the  opening  of  her 

PRIVATE  PRACTICE 


Specializing  in  Recovery 


•  Adult  Children  of  Alcoholic 

and  Dysfunctional  Families 

•  AIDS/HIV  issues 


•  Sexuality 

•  Grief  and  Loss 

•  Political  Alienation 


—  women  and  men  welcome  — 


Insurance  Accepted 
Fees  Negotiable 
267-6525 

Kenmore  Square  “T” 
Wheelchair  Accessible 


in  association  with: 
KENMORE  HEALING  ARTS 
520  Commonwealth  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  02215 


r - 1 

|  BODYWORKS  ! 

Auto  body  repair  in  tune  with  today's  technology 
|  (617)361-5608 

Fully  licensed  state  of  the  art  paint  booth/frame  equipment. 
Free  estimates  by  appointment 

NEW  ENGLAND'S  LARGEST  GAY  OWNED  AND  OPERATED  | 

23  Grantley  Street  •  Hyde  Park  | 

' - 1 


Urban  Acupuncture 

Traditional  Solutions  to  Modern  Problems 

Samantha  Mitchell 
Licensed  Acupuncture 

Immune  enhancement  •  Women ’s  health 
Sports  injuries 

1301  Commonwealth 
Ave.,  No.  7 
Allston,  MA  02134 
617/783-3965 


GLAD  DAY  BOOKSHOP 

GAY  &  LESBIAN  LITERATURE 

New  England's  most  com- 
prehensive  selection  of 
lesbian  fiction,  poetry,  his¬ 
tory,  spirituality,  erotica, 
videos,  cards,  music  and 
jewelry. 

673  Boylston  St.  (2nd  Floor)  Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  267-3010  Copley  Sq.  Opp.  Boston  Public  Library 
Mon  thru  Sat:  9:30AM-llPMSun  &  Holidays:  12-9PM 


Woah,  woah,  woah,  he’s  a 
lady 

Forget  the  hype  about  rock  stars  in  major  Broadway 
musical  revivals,  Charles  Busch  is  taking  the  real  (gender 
bending)  star  turn  downtown 


The  Lady  in  Question.  Written  by  Charles 
Busch.  Directed  by  Kenneth  Elliot.  With  Charles 
Busch,  Kenneth  Elliott,  Andy  Halliday,  Julie 
Halston.  Tuesdays  through  Sundays  at  The  Or- 
pheum  Theatre  (126  Second  Ave.  at  8th  Street, 
New  York  City).  Reservations:  (212)  246-0102. 

By  Christopher  Wittke 

he  upcoming  Broadway  revival  of 
Threepenny  Opera  starring  noted  rock 
celebrity  Sting  is  a  very  high  profile 
venture  indeed.  Gigantic  ads  are  heralding 
the  super-serious  intellectual  star’s  immi¬ 
nent  arrival  on  the  Great  White  Way... but 
now  that  Charles  Busch  (the  creator  and 
original  star  of  Vampire  Lesbians  of 
Sodom,  Psycho  Beach  Party  and  a  host  of 
others)  is  back  O/Y-Broadway  in  the  all-new 
The  Lady  in  Question ,  who  really  cares 
about  Sting? 

The  lady  in  question  is  Gertrude  Garnet 
(pronounced  like  “are  gay,”  or  something, 
and  played  by  Busch),  an  extremely  self- 
centered  concert 
pianist  on  tour  in 
Nazi-ravaged  Ba¬ 
varia.  As  an  artiste,  Gertrude  feels  above 
politics  and  doesn’t  want  to  sully  her  perfect 
hands  by  even  contemplating  the  Second 
World  War  as  it  explodes  all  around  her. 
Her  flustered  best  friend  Kitty  (Julie 
Halston)  is  a  brassy  gal  with  a  heart  of  gold 
who  encourages  Gertrude  to  help  her  smug¬ 
gle  the  famous  actress  Raina  Aldric 
(Meghan  Robinson)  —  arrested  for  appear¬ 
ing  in  a  subversive  play  —  over  the  border 
and  out  of  Nazi  hands. 

The  laughs  come  fast  and  furious  as  Ger¬ 
trude  does  battle  with  her  own  instincts  for 
self-preservation  and  her  growing  sense  of 
altruism.  Like  most  Busch  plays  there  are  so 
many  funny  lines  that  it  becomes  an  au¬ 
dience  endurance  test  to  try  to  remember  as 
many  as  you  can.  And  as  the  intrepid  Kitty 
and  Gertrude  slowly  realize  that  they  must 
do  whatever  they  can  to  help  Aldric,  their 
interactions  with  their  Nazi  hosts  become 
both  tension-filled  and  sidesplitting.  Will 
Gertrude  behave  in  a  completely  selfless 
manner  for  the  first  time  in  her  life?  Will  she 
fall  in  love  with  the  idealistic  young 
American  man  who  acts  as  her  conscience 
and  spurs  her  to  action?  Will  Gertrude 
escape  the  Nazis  who  seem  very  hospitable 
—  until  she  takes  a  cold  hard  look  at  them 
and  decides  to  double  cross  them? 

The  revelations  and  answers,  of  course, 
come  as  fast  as  the  jokes,  but  what  Busch 
has  masterfully  done  is  strike  a  perfect 
balance  between  the  humorous  and  the  in¬ 
tense.  When  you  add  in  the  near  perfect  per¬ 
formance  from  the  ensemble  cast,  you  wind 
up  with  a  very  pleasant  trip  to  the  theater. 

Halston  is  terrific  as  the  Joan  Blondell- 
like  Kitty.  Gum  snapping  and  toe-tapping, 
she  helps  give  The  Lady  in  Question  one  of 
the  best  Act  One  curtain  closers  ever. 

Andy  Halliday  is  incredibly  creepy  as 
Lotte,  a  murderous  Reichkinder.  The 
character  is  a  veritable  sister  to  Rhoda  in 
The  Bad  Seed.  With  veins  bulging  from  his 
neck  as  he  strains  to  scream  his  lines  as  if 
they  were  indictments  (“She’s  lying ”  Lotte 


yells  at  virtually  every  statement  Gertrude 
makes)  you  never  forget  that  this  Lotte  isn’t 
played  by  a  real  little  girl.  This  gives  Lotte  a 
monstrous  aspect  that  is  perfect  for  the 
character. 

On  the  other  hand,  Busch  embodies  Gar¬ 
net  with  such  intricate  detail  (as  he  has  the 
lead  female  roles  in  all  the  original  produc¬ 
tions  of  his  plays)  that  it’s  easy  to  forget  that 
this  is  a  character  traipsing  about  on  stage. 
(One  matinee  lady  behind  me  was  overheard 
telling  her  companion  “What  a  figure  he 
has,  huh?”  about  the  glamorous  Garnet). 
You  won’t  very  often  find  an  actor  who  can 
bring  to  life  such  a  strong  and  evolving 
woman  with  the  panache  of  Charles  Busch. 
This  is  no  simple  drag  number  but  a  careful¬ 
ly  crafted  performance  filled  with  startling 
nuance  and  empathy. 

Director  Kenneth  Elliot,  who  has  worked 
with  Busch  for  years,  keeps  the  pace  quick 
and  snappy.  He  also  does  double  duty  by 
performing  the  part  of  the  Nazi  officer 
Baron  Wilhelm  Von  Elsrier  with  steel  blue 
eyes  for  Garnet  and  ice  water  for  blood. 

The  Lady  in  Question  is  a  most  enjoyable 
production  and  Busch’s  performance  is,  as 
ever,  a  delight.  So  let  Sting  get  the  lion’s 
share  of  the  theatre  press  this  season,  New 
York’s  real  queen  bee  is  The  Lady  in  Ques¬ 
tion,  long  may  she  reign.  □ 

Disabilities  Act 

Continued  from  page  3 

Senators,  including  Helms,  who  received 
about  30,  said  Bray.  “We  usually  don’t 
waste  money  on  him,  but  it  may  have  work¬ 
ed  this  time.  He  didn’t  spit  venom  and 
flame-throw  as  much  as  he  had  earlier.” 

Early  in  the  floor  debate  on  ADA,  Helms 
challenged  coverage  of  certain  sex-related 
practices  in  the  legislation.  Helms’  protests 
prompted  ADA  sponsors  to  exclude  cross¬ 
dressing  and,  later,  a  variety  of  other  prac¬ 
tices,  which  were  listed  by  William  Arm¬ 
strong  (R-Co.),  to  the  list  of  acts  which  are 
not  covered  under  ADA.  Armstrong’s  list 
included:  homosexuality,  bisexuality,  pedo¬ 
philia,  transsexualism,  exhibitionism, 
voyeurism,  compulsive  gambling,  klepto¬ 
mania,  pyromania,  gender  identity  dis¬ 
orders,  and  current  drug  use. 

“I  understand  the  need  to  compromise,  “ 
said  Radecic,  “but  it’s  a  little  distressing 
when  people  begin  to  be  excluded.”  Chris 
Farrell  of  the  North  American  Man/Boy 
Love  Association  (NAMBLA)  commented, 
“I’m  glad  and  surprised  to  see  that  neither 
homosexuals  nor  pedophiles  suffer  from 
disabilities.  But  I’m  dismayed  that  they  use 
us  in  an  attempt  to  discriminate.” 

“Homosexuality  and  bisexuality  were 
never  covered  under  the  terms  of 
disability,”  argued  NORA’s  McGuire. 
“The  exclusions  were  truly  gratuitous.  It’s 
unfortunate  that  the  gay  community  con¬ 
tinues  to  be  the  target  of  that  type  of 
moralizing.  But  to  have  Helms  et  al  con¬ 
clude  that  homosexuality  is  not  a  disability 
may  in  fact  be  a  positive  point!  It  may  be  a 
step  forward!”  □ 
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Support  the  Resistance  Conspiracy  Case: 

An  Open  Letter  to  the 
Progressive  Community 


The  Contra  war...  the  invasion  of  Grenada...  increasing  racist  attacks... 
more  violence  against  women,  lesbians  and  gay  men  here  in  the  U.S.... 

The  U.S.  government  wants  us  to  "forgive  and  forget"  those  responsible  for  these  crimes. 

Yet  some  activists  who  opposed  these  crimes  now  face  life  in  prison... 


One  of  Ed  Meese’s  last  actions  before  leaving  the  Justice  Department  was  to  order  the  indictment  of  six  long-time  political  activists  on  charges  of  protesting 
U.S.  domestic  and  international  policies  through  “violent  and  illegal  means.” 

Like  other  recent  political  trials,  U.S.  v.  Whitehorn,  et.  al.,  (The  Resistance  Conspiracy  Case)  targets  domestic  opponents  of  illegal  practices  such  as  the 
contra  war  against  Nicaragua  and  the  invasion  of  Grenada.  The  investigation  of  these  defendants  is  linked  to  the  recent  illegal  FBI  investigations  of  CISPES 
and  the  Central  America  solidarity  movement.  Like  them,  it’s  characterized  by  massive  FBI  misconduct  and  illegality. 

The  six  —  Alan  Berkman,  Tim  Blunk,  Marilyn  Buck,  Linda  Evans,  Susan  Rosenberg,  and  Laura  Whitehorn  —  are  charged  with  being  part  of  a  network 
of  groups  that  claimed  responsibility  for  bombings  of  government  and  military  buildings  in  1983-85,  including  the  1983  bombing  of  the  U.S.  Capitol  after 
the  invasion  of  Grenada.  No  one  was  injured  in  any  of  these  actions.  The  government  makes  no  claim  to  know  who  actually  carried  out  the  bombings.  Rather, 
it  wants  to  convict  the  defendants  by  proving  that  they  shared  a  “common  purpose”  of  resisting  illegal  U.S.  war  crimes:  “guilt  by  political  association.” 

The  government  has  already  put  these  defendants  through  fourteen  separate  political  prosecutions.  Five  of  the  defendants  are  already  serving  sentences 
of  up  to  70  years.  The  sixth  has  been  held  in  preventive  detention  for  2  xh  years.  This  April,  the  trial  judge  dismissed  all  charges  against  three  of  the  defendants 
on  the  grounds  of  double  jeopardy,  but  the  Justice  Department  has  vowed  to  fight  the  decision. 

The  government  wants  to  stage  a  show  trial  to  have  a  chilling  effect  on  activists.  It  uses  the  guise  of  security  to  create  an  atmosphere  of  fear  and  intimidation 
to  make  a  fair  trial  impossible.  A  bulletproof  plexiglass  wall  in  the  courtroom  separates  the  defendants  from  their  families  and  supporters.  Surveillance 
cameras  in  the  courtroom  are  trained  on  defendants  and  spectators. 

This  is  political  persecution,  not  a  criminal  prosecution.  The  targets  are  people  who  have  shown  a  deep  commitment  to  human  rights  and  social  justice 
over  many  years.  There  may  be  political  disagreements  among  us,  but  we  are  all  part  of  the  community  of  people  in  the  U.S.  who  have  opposed 
and  tried  to  stop  the  murderous,  inhumane  and  illegal  practices  of  the  Reagan  administration.  The  defendants  in  this  case,  like  the  other  political  prisoners 
in  this  country,  need  to  be  returned  to  our  communities  and  not  disappear  into  the  prison  system.  We  must  lend  our  voices  and  support  to  ensure  their 
rights  —  and  thereby  our  own.  We  ask  you  to  join  in  a  campaign  to  halt  this  vindictive  prosecution.  Stopping  this  last  prosecution  brought  by  Reagan  and 
Meese  can  be  an  import-ant  step  in  dismantling  their  legacy  of  a  politicized  criminal  justice  system  and  resurgent  FBI. 


•  Drop  this  politically  motivated  indictment  •  Stop  preventive  detention/Release  Laura  Whitehorn  on  bail 
•  Remove  the  bulletproof  wall  and  surveillance  cameras  from  the  courtroom 


ACT-UP/Atlanta 
ACT-UP/Chicago 
ACT-UP/Mains 
ACT-UP/New  York 
ACT-UP/S  eattle 
ACT-UP/Syracuse 

Brian  Adams,  D.C.  Pledge  of  Resistance* 

Jane  Aiken,  Law  Pro!.,  Arizona  Slate  Untv. 

Adjoa  Atyetoro,  Nat'l  Cont.  ot  Black  Lawyers* 
Nancy  Alisberg,  National  Lawyers’  Guild 
Akil  Al-Jundl,  Attica  Rebellion  Org.  Cmle.* 
Shelley  Anderson,  Ed.,  Disarmament  Campaigns 
(Netherlands) 

Rafael  Anglada-Lopez,  Attorney  &  Puerto  Rican 
Independence  Activist 

Pedro  Archuleta,  Movlmlento  de  Lberaclon 
Naclonal  Mexicano 
Axe  Street  Arena,  Artists'  Collective  (Chi.) 

Ruth  Bacon 

Marion  Banzhaf,  ACT-UP/NY 
Silvia  Baraldinl,  Political  Pnsoner 
Madeline  Bassett,  Wimmin  Prisoners'  Survival 
Network  (Canada) 

Battieaxe  Productions,  Chicago 
Agnes  Bauerleln,  AVCO  Plowshares* 

Alison  Bechdel,  Dykes  to  Watch  Out  For 

Brian  Becker,  Workers  World  Party 
Vernon  Bellecourt,AIM* 

Lynn  Bemabel  &  Debra  Katz,  Attorneys 
Rev.  Dan  Berrlgan,  Peace  Activist 
Rev.  Theodore  &  Mary  Ann  Blunk,  Cmta.  ot 
Family  &  Friends 
Kevin  Boese,  ACT-UP/Syracuse 
Henry  “Camomile”  Bortman,  ACT-UP/S.F.* 
Father  Bob  Bossie,  S.C.J.,  Eigth  Day  Clr.  lor 
Justice,  Chicago* 

Sandra  W.  Boston  DeSylva 
Charles  Brand,  ACT-UP/New  York 
Anke  Brennefce-Eggers  and  11  other  West 
German  political  attorneys 
Bob  Brown,  All-African  People's  Revolutionary  Party* 
Junidia  Brown,  All-People's  Congress* 

Rita  “Bo”  Brown,  Former  Political  Prisoner 
Chris  BuM,  ACT-UP/New  York 
Haywood  Buns,  Past  Pres.,  National  Lawyars 
Guild 

Kan  Butlgaa,  Nat’l.  Dir.,  Pledge  of  Resistance’ 
Franck  Caipotura,  Alliance  lor  Philippine  Con¬ 
cerns* 

JaaCanwavaa 

Michael  easier,  ACT-UP/Syracuse 
Kathl  Chapman,  ACT-UP/Syracase 
Rev.  Dr.  Benjamin  S.  Charts  Jr.  Commission  for 
Racial  Justice* 

Clara  Cherkasky,  Nat'l.  Lawyon  Guild 
Sharen  Chllsoa,  Nan.  Cmle.  ot  U.S.  Corrections, 
Inc.* 

Kha  Christianson,  ACT-UPMe*  York 
Ward  Churchill,  Colorado  AM 
Judy  Clark,  Political  Prisoner 
Shkley  A.  Cloyes  Dir.,  Lawrence  Hilt  Books* 
Felca  A  John  Cohen- Joppa  Eds.,  The  Nuclear 
Resisted 

Committee  to  End  the  Mar  Ion  Lockdown 
Corarnkteo  to  Fight  Repression  (NY) 
Community  t  or  Creative  Non-  Violence  (CCNV) 
Tracy  Con aly,  OUTI/D.C. 

Constance  M.  Cook 

JBI  Cotter,  Admin ,  NY  Marxist  Scfcool 


Michael  Cowan,  Exec. Dir ,  Nat.  Lawyers’  Guild 
Cry  Out  I/Pittsburgh 

Richard  Csontos,  Native  Amer.  Support  Nelwork 
Dacajaweah,  AIM,  East  Coast* 

Liz  Davidson 

Angela  Davis,  National  Alliance  Againsl  Racist  & 
Political  Repression* 

Susie  Day,  Writer 

Dave  Dellinger,  Peace  Activist 

Art  D’Lugoff 

Sally  Edick,  ACT-UP/Syracuse 
Ferd  Eggan,  ACT-UP/Chicago 
Howard  J.  Ehrlich,  Great  Atlantic  Radio  Conspir¬ 
acy* 

Arawn  Elbhlyn,  Nat'l.  Coord.,  ACT-NOW* 

Ruth  Eisenberg,  Whitman-Walker  Clinic* 

Soffiyah  Elijah,  Attorney 

Elizam  Escobar,  Puerto  Rican  Prisoner  ol  War 

Rachel  &  John  Evans,  Cmle.  olFamilyand  Friends 

Eve  Faber,  OUTI/D.C. 

Luis  Nieves  Falcon,  Pres.,  Puerto  Rico  PEN* 

Families  of  the  Political  Prisoners  In  the  FRG 
(W.  Germany) 

Danielle  Fauteux,  Arts  lor  a  New  Nicaragua* 

Bob  Feldman 

Fight  tor  Lite  Cmte.,  ACT  NOW/Florida 
David  Filipowskl,  N.A.  Greens’ 

Film  Project  for  Women  &  History  &  Future, 

Chi. 

Douglas  Fishman,  Wash.  Area  Pledge  ol  Resis¬ 
tance* 

Lisa  Fithlan  &  Mark  Anderson,  Co-Coordina¬ 
tors,  Washington  Peace  Center* 

Henry  Foner,  Past  Pres.,  UFCWInlT.  Union,  Local 
1-FLM-FJC* 

Jeanette  Ford,  Lesbian  Activist 
Russ  Ford,  Draft  Resistor 
JknFouratt,  Gay  Activist 
Rus  Ervin  Funk,  Coordinator,  Men's  Anti-Rape 
Resource  Center*  (D.C.) 

Joan  Gibbs,  Clr.  tor  Constitutional  Rights* 

David  Gilbert,  Pol.  Pnsoner  &  AIDS  Activist 
Jack  GIHord,  Actor 

Vince  Godwin,  Nat'l.  Coalition  olBlackslor  Repara¬ 
tions  In  America* 

Ronnie  Golden,  Writer  and  Sanctuary  Activist 
M.  Jane  Golyznlak,  United  Church  ol  Christ* 
Judy  Greenspan.  Nat'l  Prison  Project*  &  AIDS 
Activist 

Ruth  Greenspan,  Cmte.  of  Family  &  Friends 
Bill  HaH,  Co-Coordinator,  Environmental  Project  on 
Cental  America* 

Peggy  Ha  key  Gen.  Board  ol  Global  Ministries, 
United  Methodist  Church* 

NoaHeHannhan,  Writer 
Lori  Hansel 

Mary  Harking,  Coalition  ot  Labor  Union  Women* 
Jackin  J.  Haught,  InsL  ol  Traditional  Chinese 
Medicine* 

Mary  Alice  Herbert 

Lennox  Hinds,  Inti.  Assoc,  of  Democratic  Jurists* 
Mart  la  Hlrago.ACT-UP/Rochesler* 

Judith  Holmes,  Attorney 
Elizabeth  Horowitz,  Physician's  Assistant 
Theresa  Horvath,  Physician's  Assislanl 

Brace  Hotchkiss,  ACT-UP/Syracuse 
Mary  Hunt,  WATER* 

Sr.  Mary  Kay  Hunyady,  Bay  Area  Pledge  ol 

Resistance* 


Peggy  Hutchison,  T ucson  Sanctuary  Defendant 
Sue  Hyde,  Nat'l.  Lesbian  &  Gay  Task  Force* 

Gary  Indiana 

Industrial  Workers  of  the  World  (I.W.W.),  SW 
Ohio  Gen.  Membership 
Mumia  Abu  Jamal,  Political  Prisoner 
JEB  (Joan  E.  Biren),  Photographer 
Shklee  Jensen,  Filmmaker 
John  Brawn  Antl-Klan  Committee 
A.  Billy  S.  Jones  Nad  Coalition  ol  Black  Lesbians 
&Gays* 

June  Jordan,  Writer 

C.J.  Joyce,  U.S.-Cuba  Women’s  Exchange 
Marilyn  Kalman,  Attorney 
Flo  Kennedy 

Giliam  Kerley,  Exec.  Dir.,  Committee  Against  Reg¬ 
istration  &  the  Draft* 

Karen  King,  ACT-UP/Syracuse 
Arthur  Kinoy,  Attorney 
KMUD  Women’s  Radio  (CA) 

Yuri  Kochiyama,  Human  Rights  Activist 
James  Koplin 

Sally  Koplin,  Organizing  Againsl  Pornography 
(Mpls)* 

Mark  Kostopolls,ACT-UP/LA* 

Jeanne  Kracher,  ACT-UP/Chicago 
William  M.  Kunstler,  Clr.  forConstilulional  Rights* 

Lesbians  &  Gays  Against  Intervention 
(LAGAI)/S.F. 

Trella  Laughlln,  Community  TV  Producer 
Bob  Lederer,  Writer  &  AIDS  Activist 
Jo  Levinson, Co-Chair,  Nal'l  Coalition  Againsl  Cen¬ 
sorship* 

Betty  &  Hetman  Uverlght,  Berkshire  Forum 
Jose  Lopez,  Movimiento  de  Llberacion 
Naclonal  Puartorriquena 
Anne  Lown 

Elizabeth  McAlister,  Peace  Activist 
Jan  McCarty,  Prison  Activist 
Colleen  F.  McGuire 
Tom  Manning,  Political  Prisoner 

Esperanza  Martell,  Puerto  Rican  Cmte. 
Against  Repression 

Francisco  “Kiko”  Martinez,  Former  Political 
Prisoner 

Alfredo  Martinez-Gwcla,  ACT  NOW/Odando* 

Eli  Messenger,  Health  Activist 
Matt  Meyer,  War  Resisters’  League* 

James  “Blood”  Miller,  Prisoner  ol  War 
Shelley  Miller,  Free  Puerto  Rico  Cmle.* 

Ana  Meals,  Ph.D.,  Our  Selves  to  Educate* 

Blue  (Nancy)  Mum,  Out  of  Cootrol/S.  F. 

Jon  David  Halley  Writer  &  AIDS  Activist 
Nat'l  Assoc,  ot  Latter  Carriers,  Branch  3025 
National  Lawyers’  Guild 
Holly  Near,  Redwood  Cultural  Worker 
New  Afrlkaa  People’s  Organization 
New  York  Marxist  School 
No  Pas  area  Women’s  Group,  Chicago 
Flllberto  Ojeda-Rlos,  Puerto  Rican  Political  Pris¬ 
oner 

Oppression  Under  Twget  (OUT!)  (ACT-NOW/ 
D.C.) 

Out  of  Control,  Women’s  Cmte.  to  Support 
Women  Political  Prisoners 
Suzanne  Osgood,  Menial  Health  Rights  Activist 

Ethel  Panken 

Sheila  Parks,  Feminist  Writer 
Gear  Leal  Panlsh,  Wash.  Area  War  Resistors 
League 


Alicia  Partnoy,  Writer  &  Human  Righls  Activist 

Mary  Patten,  Artist,  ACT/UP/Chlcago 
Dr.  Gwen  Patton, Southern  RainbowEduc.  Project* 
Viola  Plummer,  Dec.  12th  Coalition 
Prairie  Fire  Organizing  Committee 
Geronimo  jUaga  Pratt,  New  Alrikan  P.O.W. 
Arline  Prig  oft,  CA  Slate,  School  ol  Social  Work* 
Nelson  Ramirez,  Puedo  Rican  Grand  Jury  Resister 
Margaret  Randall,  Writer 
Beth  Raps,  Feminist  Task  Force* 

Ellen  Ray  &  Bill  Schaap,  Eds. ,  Covert  Action  Inlor- 
mation  Bulletin 

Revolting  Lesbians,  San  Francisco 
David  Robinson,  ACT-UP/New  York 
Dr.  Helen  Rodriguez-Trias,  M.D,  Health  Activist 
Jose  Luis  Rodriguez,  Nat’l  Cmte.  toFree  Puerto 
Rican  Prisoners  of  War 
Ricardo  Romero,  Movimiento  de  Llberacion 
Naclonal  Mexicano 

Eve  Rosahn,  Cmte.  to  Fight  Repression 
Dr.  Emanuel  Rosenberg,  Bella  Rosenberg  & 
Dr.  BartraraZeller,  Cmte.  of  Family  &  Friends 
Nina  Rosenblum,  Filmmaker 
Annette  Rubensteln,  Writer  &  Prof,  ol  Literature 
Barbara  Ruth,  Ed.,  Out/Inside 
Catherine  Saalfleld,  ACT-UP/New  York 
Scott  Schaefer-Duffy,  Catholic  Worker* 

The  Sedition  Committee 
Pete  Seegar 

Jeffrey  Segal,  Pres.,  Legal  Aid  Workers’  Union 
(NOLSW,  Disl.  65-UAW)* 

Am  Hear  Shabazz,  Ed.,  By  Any  Means  Necessary! 
Dr.  Mutulu  Shakur,  New  Alrikan  P.O.W. 

Judy  Sift,  ACT-UP/Atlante 
Elaine  M.  Silvarstrim,  Seminary  Sludenl 
Barbara  Smith 

Damu  Smith,  Former  Dir.,  Wash.  Office  on  Africa’ 

Mitch  Snyder,  Community  tor  Creative  Non- 
Violence  (D.C.) 

Morton  Sobell,  Former  Political  Prisoner 
Willy  Sordill,  Arts  lor  a  New  Nicaragua’ 

Angela  Southworth,  ACT-UP/Syracuse 
Jane  Spielmaa 

Ruth  Staber.WildRoses  Women's  ResistanceGroup 


Thomas  Stanley,  HewAfrikan  Network  in  De¬ 
fense  of  Pol.  Prisoners  &  POWs 
Jackie  Starnes,  Austin  Women's  Peace  House* 
Julie Starobin,  Out  of  Control,  San  Francisco 
Meg  Staa,  Free  Puerto  Rico  Cmte.* 

Lisa  Steckler 

David  Stern,  ACT-UP/San  Francisco* 

Fulani  Sunni- Alt,  New  African  Activist 

Maiy  Sykes,  ACT-UP/Syracuse 
Walter  Teague,  Nat’l  Assoc,  ot  Soc.  Workers* 
Susan  V.  Tipograph,  Attorney 
Nkenge  Toure,  Infl.  Council  ot  African  Women* 

Eric  Tretz,  ACT-UP/New  York 
Utvashi  Vaid 

Jennie  Vander  Wahl,  Saxifrage  Group 
Bridget  Van  Rensburg,  CAP  (Community  Arts 
Project)*,  San  Diego 

Wash  ington  Area  Committee  for  Political  Pris¬ 
oners’  Rights 

Washington  Area  NICA  (Nicaragua  Informa¬ 
tion  Committee) 

Washington  Area  War  Reslsters’  League 
Harriet  Wasserman,  Women's  Infl.  League  lor 
<  Peace  &  Freedom* 

Leonard  Weinglass,  Attorney 

Dr.  Cory  Weinstein,  Prisoners'  Righls  Union* 

West  Town  Community  Law  Office  (Chi.) 

Rev.  Dr.  Farley  W.  Wheelwright  Interim  Sr.  Min¬ 
ister,  Arlington  St.  Church,  Boston 
Chuck  Winant,  Vietnam  Veterans  Against  the 
War* 

Mariana  G.  Wizard  Austin  Peace  &  Justice  Coali¬ 
tion* 

Women  Against  Imperialism  (CA) 

Peter  Yarrow,  Folksinger 
Rev.  Michael  S.  Yasutake  Pnsoner  of  Con¬ 
science  Project,  United  Church  ot  Christ* 

And  hundreds  more 
activists,  political  prisoners 
&  other  supporters. 

*  Organization  lor  identillcalion  purposes  only 


_ Please  add  my  name  to  the  “Open  Letter.” 

_ Please  send  more  information  about  the  case. 

Enclosed  is  a  contribution  of: _ $25  _ $50  _ $100 _ $ 

(Make  checks  payable  to:  Emergency  Committee  for  Political  Prisoners) 

Name  (Please  print) _ 

Title/Organization _ 

* 

Address _ 

City _  State _ Zip _ 

Phone _ 

(Clip  and  mail  to:  Emergency  Cmte.  for  Political  Prisoners 
P.O.  Box  28191,  Washington,  D.C.  20038-8191) 
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Hotlines 

Gay/Lesbian  Helpline . 267-9001 

(M-F,  6- 1 1  pm,  Sun.  3-9pm) 

Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center . 492-RAPE 

Discrimination  Hotline . 426-9371 

Cambridge  Human  Rights  Commission . 498-9094 

57  Inman  St,  Cambridge 

Cocaine  Hotline . 1-800-COCAINE 

Human  Rights  Commission  Hotline . 725-3562 

Boston  City  Hall  Plaza,  Suite  76,  Boston 

Operation  Venus,  VD  info . 1-800-272-2577 

Transsexual  Hotline . 508-565-6680 

Women’s  Political  Action  Hotline . 354-6394 

Daughters  of  Bilitis  Hotline . 277-8150 


AIDS  Hotlines 

AIDS  Action  Committee  Hotline . 536-7733 

Boston  Healing  Center  Hotline . 426-9205 

—Cape  and  Islands . 362-6313 

—City  of  Boston . 424-5916 

-Mass.  AIDS  Hotline . 1-800-235-2331 

— NGLTF  AIDS  Hotline . 1-800-221-7044 

Linea  Directa  Latina  del  SIDA . 262-7248 

AIDS  Support 

ACT  UP/Boston . 49-ACTUP 

Box  483  Kendall  Sq. ,  Cambridge  02140 

AIDS  Action  Committee . 437-6200 

131  Clarendon  St,  Boston  02116 

AIDS  Law  Project  of  GLAD . 426-1350 

Box  218,  Boston  02112 

American  Jewish  Congress  AIDS  Task  Force . 330-9630 

I  Lincoln  Plaza,  Suite  310,  Boston 

Boston  Evening  Medical  Center . 262-9379 

314  Commonwealth  Ave,  Boston 

Fenway  Health  Center  HIV  Support  Group . 267-1358 

Living  With  AIDS  Theatre  Project  (Saturdays)... 738-009 1 
Mass.  Dept,  of  Public  Health  HIV5  Support.522-3700x488 

or  348-1 1 19 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  Support . 523-7664 

131  Cambridge  St,  Boston 

Names  Project,  New  England  Chapter . 451-9003 

Packachoag  Church  (Auburn)  AIDS  Support . 755-8718 

Positive  Directions,  HIV  Support . (508)755-8770 

Provincetown  AIDS  Support... . (508)487-9445 

Robert  E.  Andrews  Unit  (Mass.  Gen.  Hosp.)  for 
Psychiatric  Needs  of  People  with  HIV,  ARC  or 

AIDS . 726-6772 

Trinity  Church  Support  Committee . 536-0944 

Worcester  AIDS  Project . (508)755-3773 

305  Shrewsbury  St,  Worcester 


Religious  Groups 

Am  Tikva,  gay  &  lesbian  Jews . 782-8894 

Box  1 1 ,  Cambridge  02238 

Dignity/Boston,  gay  &  lesbian  Catholics . 536-6518 

355  Boylston,  Boston  02116 

Friends  for  Lesbian/Gay  Concerns  (Quakers) . 277-91 18 

5  Longfellow  Park,  Cambridge  02138 

Harvard  Div.  School  for  Les/Gay  Concerns . 495-5761 

Integrity/Boston  (Episcopalian) . 262-3057 

Luthems  Concemed/New  England . 424-6587 

Metropolitan  Community  Church/Boston . 523-7664 

131  Cambridge  St,  Boston  02114 
Momingstar  Metropolitan  Comm.  Church/Worcester 

90  Holden  St,  Worcester . 791-2294 

New  England  Womyn’s  Spirituality  Network.  .. 354-8807 
Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church  Lesbian  &  Gay  Group 

1151  Mass  Ave,  Cambridge  02138 . 864-8068 

St.  Paul's  Western  Orthodox  Church . 227-5794 

Unitarian  Universalist  Gays  &  Lesbians . 449-7988 

Arlington  St.  Church,  355  Boylston  St,  Boston 
02116 

Unitarian  Universalist  Office  for  Gay  &  Lesbian  Concerns 
25  Beacon  St.  Boston  021 16 . 742-2100 
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Health 

Alcoholics  Anonymous . 426-9444 

Alcholics  Animos  Grupo  Hispanico  Americano.. 445-5997 
53  Adams  St,  Roxbury  02119 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center . 267-0900 

16  Haviland  St,  Boston  02115 

—Medical  and  HIV  outpatient  clinic . 267-7573 

—Alternative  Testing  Site . 267-0159 

—Gay  &  Lesbian  Victim  Recovery  Program.. 267- 1 538 

—Gay  &  Lesbian  Hotline . 267-9001 

Gay  Al-Anon . 843-5000 

Lesbian  Overeaters  Anonymous . 661-3633 


Education,  Legal  &  Political  Action 

Bay  State  Gay  &  Lesbian  Democratic  Club . 262-0327 

Boston  Coalition  for  Black  Lesbians  &  Gays . 524-3370 

Greater  Boston  Lesbian/Gay  Political  Alliance.... 265-0348 
Box  65,  Boston  02117 

Alliance  of  Mass.  Asian  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men  (AMALGM) 

. 262-6670 

Boston  Fire  Dept.  Liason  to  the  Gay  Comm., 

Jim  Murphy . 725-3626 

Boston  Human  Rights  Commission . 725-3562 

Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Civil  Rights . 776-6956 

Gay  &  Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders(GLAD)426-l350 
Box  218,  Boston  021 12 

Gay  &  Lesbian  Defense  Committee  (GLDC) . 661-7737 

Gay  &  Lesbian  Speakers  Bureau . 354-0133 

Box  2232,  Boston,  02107 

Harvard  Comm,  on  Gay  &  Lesbian  Issues . 495-4087 

Pound  Hall,  Harvard  Law  School,  Cambridge  02138 

Human  Rights  Campaign  Fund . 524-0804 

Lesbian  Rights  Task  Force  of  Boston  NOW . 782-1056 

971  Commonwealth  Ave,  Boston 

Mass  ACT  OUT . 661-7737 

Mass  Gay  &  Lesbian  Political  Caucus  (MGLPC).. 262-1565 
Box  246,  State  House,  Boston 

Mass.  Lesbian/Gay  Bar  Assoc . 723-6327 

Box  2901,  Boston,  02101 

Mayor's  Liason  to  the  Gay/Lesbian  Community. 725-4907 

Ann  Sanders . 725-3485 

National  Gay  Lesbian  Task  Force . (202)332-6483 

National  Organization  for  Women  (Boston) . 782-1056 

Provincetown  Political  Action  Committee.  (508)487-4505 
Worcester  County  Lesbian  &  Gay  Alliance . 753-0417 


WHAT  WE  CANT 

po  AlDNtr- 

WE  CAN  DO 
TOGtHjCR 


Neighborhood  Groups 


Dorchester . 825-3737 

North  Shore . 745-3848 

Quincy . 328-5567 

South  Shore . 293-5183 

City  Hall  Lesbian  Lunch . 725-3562 

Downtown  Lesbian  Neighborhood  Group . 266-5169 

Brookline/Brighton/Allston . 524-5 1 07 

Brookline,  Allston,  Brighton  Lesbians . 232-5946 

Fenway  L  &  G  Friends  &  Neighbors . 353-1925 

Jamaica  Plain  Lesbian  &  Gay  Neighbors . 524-8070 

. or  327-5699 

Lesbian  &  Gay  Neighbors  Groups  for  Roslindale, 

Hyde  Park,  West  Roxbury . 364-9172 

Malden/Melrose  Lesbian  Potluckers . 322-3233 

Mission  Hill  Lesbian  &  Gay  Neighbors . 232-2108 

Somerville  &  Surroundings . 628-2825  or  628-2643 

Somerville/Medford/Arlington  Lesbians . 666-2643 

South  West  Area . 327-9676 

Gays  &  Lesbians  of  Watertown  (GLOW) . 926-7823 


Support  Groups/Men 

Boston  Area  Naturalist  Group  (BANG)... .(508)872-2636 

Boston  Bisexual  Men’s  Network . 247-6683 

Box  1645,  Cambridge  02238 

Boston  Men's  Center  Groups . 247-4056 

Cape  Cod/South  Shore  Area  Gay  &  Bisexual  Men's 

Group .  362-6313 

Cape  Cod/South  Shore  Area  Gay  &  Bisexual  Men’s 

Love  and  Sexual  Addiction  Group . 362-6313 

Gay  Fathers  of  Boston . 742-7897 

Box  1287,  Cambridge  02142 

Girth  &  Mirth . 926-5827 

Box  945,  Allston  02134 

The  Maitreyans  (New  Age) . 386-7053 

Box  451,  Ashby  01431 
Men  of  All  Colors  Together  (MACT) 

Box  I,  GCN,  62  Berkeley  St,  Boston  02116 

Red  Hearts  (leftward-leaning  gay  men) . 547-5166 

Prime  Timers,  Box  352,  Reading  MA  01867 


Support  Groups/Women 


Support  Groups/Mixed 

Adolescent  Support  Group  for  Children  of  Lesbians  & 

Gays . 745-2440 

Bisexual  Committee  Engaging  in  Politics  (BICEPJ247-6683 
Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  &  Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY) 

. 523-7363 

Boston  Center  for  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men . 247-2927 

El  Comite  Latino  de  Lesbianas  y  Homosexuals  de  Boston 

. 354-1755 

Gaylaxian  Science  Fiction  Society,  Box  1051,  Boston 
02117 

Gay/Lesbian  Prisoners  Project . 426-4469 

GCN  Prisoner  Project,  62  Berkeley,  Boston  02116 

Gay/Lesbian  Speakers  Bureau . 354-0133 

Box  2232,  Boston  02107 

.  Gay  &  Lesbian  Physicians  of  New  England . 247-5485 

. or  482-6874 

'The  Group’  (Gay  &  Lesbian  Social  Support) . 266-1 129 

217  W.  Springfield  (No. 2),  Boston  02118 

Ionian  Society  (Greek  heritage) . 625-3172 

Lesbian/Gay  Teens  at  Project  Place . 244-4350 

Lesbian  &  Gay  Assoc,  of  Eng.  and  Scientists . 497-9088 

Box  1417,  Boston  Outreach  Institute . 277-3454 

Box  368,  Boston  02215 

Parents  &  Friends  of  Lesbians/Gays(PFLAG)(508)562-5807 

Pride  Planning  Committee . 232-1716 

Scientists  &  Technical  Professionals,  Nat.  Org.  of 

Gay  &  Lesbian  (NOGLSTP) . 524-7613 

Social  Workers,  Comm,  on  Lesbian/Gay  Issues.. 227-9635 
c/o  NASW,  14  Beacon  St,  Boston  02108 


Student  Organizations 

Babson  College . 237-3346 

Box  631,  Babson  Park,  Wellesley  02157 
Berklee  College  of  Music  (BUGLE)  c/o  BILGA... 437-7399 

Boston  College . 277-8719 

Boston  Intercollegiate  Lesbian/Gay  Alliance  (BILGA) 

. 437-7399 

Boston  U/Law . 353-8974 

Rm  885,  765  Comm.  Ave,  Boston  02215 

Boston  U.  &  Boston  U.  Alumni . 353-9808 

Sherman  Union  7,  775  Comm.  Ave,  Boston  02215 

Brandeis  U . 736-4761 

Box  430,  Waltham  02254 

Emerson  Gay  Alliance  (c/o  BILGA) . 437-7399 

Framingham  State  College  Gays  &  Friends  (GAFJ626-4607 

Harvard/Raddiffe  Gay/Lesbian  Student  Ass . 495-5476 

197  Memorial  Hall,  Cambridge  02138 

Lesley  College  Gays  &  Lesbians . 492-6040 

Lowell  U.  of,  Gay  Outreach  Assoc . 452-3679 

Mass.  Art/Gay  &  Lesbian  Artists  (GALA) . 321-3335 

621  Huntington  Ave,  Boston  02115 
Middlesex  Comm.  Coll,  Alt.  Lifestyle  Org.. 275-89 1 0x269 

MIT,  Gays  at  MIT  (GAMIT) . 253-5440 

50-306  Walker,  MIT,  Cambridge  02142 
Northeastern  U.  Org.  for  Alternative  Lifestyles 

. 437-2738 

Suffolk  U  Gay  &  Lesbian  Alliance . 737-4799 

Tufts  Lesbian,  Gay  &  Bisexual  Comm . 351-3580 

do  Student  Activities  Off,  Tufts,  Medford  02155 

U  Mass  Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  Ctr . 929-8276 

Wheatley  Hall,  Rm  127,  Dorchester  02125 

Wellesley  College . 237-9296 

Oakwoods  Coop,  Wellesley  Coll.  Wellesley  02181 


Sports  &  Entertainment 

Beantown  Softball  League . 267-0328 

Box  428,  Boston  02215 

Beantown  Women’s  Rugby . 782-0310  or  731-8358 

Boston  Arts  &  Athletics  Committee . 288-1606 

(Celebration  ’90:  Gay  Games  III  &  Cultural  Fest.) 
Boston  Gay/Lesbian  Contra  Group.729-9206  or  536-2014 

Boston  Gay  Men's  Chorus . 482-2527 

Box  1348,  Boston  02117 

Boston  Gay  Volleyball . 484-3662 

Chiltem  Mountain  Club . 282-6437  or  277-7136 

Box  407,  Boston  02117 

DOB  Canoeing  Club  for  Lesbians . 924-1543 

DOB  Running  Club  for  Lesbians . 277-8150 

DOB  Softball/Volleyball  Club  for  Lesbians . 277-6282 

Dyke  Divers/Amphibious  Amazons . 282-4992 

Freedom  Trail  Band . 625-3304  or  396-2989 

Gay  Games/Boston . 288-16-6 

Frontrunners . 282-0013 

Box  423,  Boston  02117 

Gay  Men’s  Basketball . 265-4810 

Intermediate  Gay  Volleyball . 492-2742 

Lambda  Car  Club . 364-6481 

Box  723,  Hyde  Park  02136 

Boston  Strikers  (Men's  soccer) . 547-8046  or  423-0929 

Monday  Night  Bowling  League . 277-6095 

New  England  Women's  Sports  Connection . 576-6788 

New  Women’s  Chorus . 471-4827 

Ps  &  Qs  Lesbian  Soccer . 661-6771 

Sail  Mate  (Lesbian  &  Gay  Boatowners) . 742-9576 

Somerville  Women’s  Softball . 625-2850 

Swing  Dances,  185  Corey  Rd,  Brookline 

Studio  Red  Top,  Box  6004,  Boston  02209 

Volleyball  (all  levels) . 262-7797  or  269-5561 


Battered  Lesbians . (508)744-6481 

Black-Identified  Lesbians . 298-229 1 

Boston  Bisexual  Women’s  Network . 247-6683 

Women's  Center . 354-8807 

46  Pleasant  St,  Cambridge  02139 
—Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  History  Project 
—Feminist  Discussion  Group 
—Former  Nun  Support  Group 
—Lesbian  Al-Anon  (with  Childcare) 

—Lesbians  Choosing  Children 
—Lesbian  Liberation 
—Lesbian  Partners  of  Incest  Survivors 
—Lesbian  Survivors  of  Child  Sexual  Abuse 

Daughters  of  Bilitis . 661-3633 

1151  Mass  Ave,  Cambridge  02138 

Dyke  Doctors . 327-5303 

Gay  Professional  Women . 585-6051 

Golden  Threads  (Lesbians  over  50), 

Box  2416,  Quincy  02269 

Lesbian  Couples . 547-0441  or  (508)653-1335 

Lesbian  Ethics  Study  Group . 522-5540 

Lesbian  Lawyers  &  Legal  Workers . 483-3685 

Lesbian  School  Teachers/Administrators . 625-6364 

Lesbian  Scientists . 258-5233 

Lesbians  With  Disabilities . 522-1890 

Mass.  Coal,  of  Battered  Women's  Serv.  Groups426-8492 
Moving  Violations,  Box  217,  New  Town  Branch,  02258 

Nice  Jewish  Girls . 666-2159 

Other  Mother  Group . 524-3748 

Somos  Lesla  (Lesbiana  Latina) . 445-3119  or  773-1323 

Box  387,  Astor  Sta,  Boston  02123 

Lesbian  Academic  Group . 924-7954 

Lesbians  in  Nursing . 524-4443 

Lesbian  Teachers  Support  Group . 497-1311 

New  England  Lesbian  Scientist  Network . 522-9603 


Bookstores 

Glad  Day  Bookstore . 267-3010 

673  Boylston  St,  Boston 

New  Words:  A  women’s  bookstore . 876-5310 

186  Hampshire  St,  Cambridge 

Redbook  Store . 522-1464 

92  Green  St,  Jamaica  Plain  02130 


Bars/Clubs 


Axis/DV8 . 262-2424 

13  Landsdowne  St.,  Boston  (Tues  &  Sun  only) 

Boston  Eagle . 542-4494 

520  Tremont  St,  Boston 

Boston  Ramrod . 266-2986 

1254  Boylston,  Boston 

Buddies . 330-8669 

51  Stuart  St,  Boston 

Campus . 864-0400 

21  Brookline  St,  Cambridge  (Women’s  nite-Sun.) 

Chaps . 266-7778 

27-31  Huntington,  Boston 

Citi  (men  on  Sunday  only) . 262-2424 

15  Landsdowne  St,  Boston 

Fritz . 482-4428 

26  Chandler  St,  Boston 

Harry's  Place. . 482-9040 

45  Essex  St,  Boston 

Indigo,  A  Club  for  Women . 497-7200 

823  Main  St,  Cambridge 

Jacques . 426-8902 

79  Broadway  St,  Boston 

Luxor . i . 423-6969 

69  Church  St,  Boston 

Manray . 864-0400 

21 A  Brookline,  Cambridge  (Thurs-men,  Sun-women) 

119  Merrimac . 367-0713 

1 19  Merrimac  St,  Boston 

Napoleon  Club . 338-7547 

52  Piedmont  St,  Boston 

Paradise . 864-4130 

180  Mass  Ave,  Cambridge 

Playland . 338-7254 

21  Essex  St,  BostonSporters . 742-4084 

228  Cambridge  St,  Boston 

1270 . 437-1257 

1270  Boylston  St,  Boston 

Club  Cafe/Club  Cabaret . 536-0966 

(gay  men/lesbians;  women  on  Thurs ) 

209  Columbus  Ave,  Boston 


Women  in  the  Wild . 739-1403 

GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  □  SEPTEMBER  I7-23.  -I989  □  PAGE  9 


WITHOUT 

COMMENT 

The  S2  is  the  so-called 
“Avenue  of  the  Presidents”  bus 
because  its  route  is  the  handsome 
and  seductive  16th  Street  corridor. 
The  S2  travels  from  downtown 
Pennsylvania  Avenue  to  Silver 
Spring,  Maryland,  a  suburban 
county  that  borders  D.C.  at  its 
northern  edge. 

The  ridership  on  the  S2  is  black,  white, 
and  variously  ethnic.  Hispanics,  West 
Africans,  and  Caribbean  passengers,  as  well 
as  other  nationals,  diversify  the  sophisti¬ 
cated  commuter  ambiance.  Newspapers, 
books,  and  quiet  conversations  are  standard 
as  the  S2  speeds  its  way  to  Adams  Morgan, 
Mt.  Pleasant,  the  Gold  Coast,  the  end  of  the 
line,  and  back  again. 

Sixteenth  Street  —  lined  with  embassies, 
churches,  respectable  residences,  and  ma¬ 
jestic  trees  swaying  overhead  from  Lafay¬ 
ette  Park  to  Silver  Spring  —  this  undulating 
rolling  hill  climbs  and  descends  with  decep¬ 
tive  grace.  At  its  side,  in  the  middle  of  a 
black  gay  ghetto  called  Homo  Heights,  sits 
the  once  glorious,  mystical  park  called 
Malcolm  X  by  black  cultural  nationalists, 
though  its  official  name  is  Meridian  Hill.  At 
dusk  it  becomes  a  black  gay  cruising 
ground,  while  during  the  day  it  serves  as  one 
of  the  city’s  open-air  drug  markets. 

Vandalism  and  graffiti  now  mar  its  classic 
beauty  like  brutal  knife  wounds  that  have 
become  keloids.  The  shrubbery  has  been 
hacked  down  in  an  effort  to  prevent  crimes 
that  still  occur.  The  once  green  grounds  are 
bald  and  littered  with  used  condoms,  syr¬ 
inges,  and  blood  stains.  Decay  and  decline 
exist  here.  Gloom  and  danger  are  ever  pre¬ 
sent  in  the  piss-stained  air,  air  that  is  thick 
with  marijuana  smoke  and  always  filled 
with  the  hawker’s  cry  of  drug  dealers.  And 
though  children  romp  and  wrestle  on  these 
grounds  and  soccer  players  kick  the  game 
ball  back  and  forth,  the  men  appear  who 
cannot  contain  their  loneliness  ’til  dusk. 
They  are  not  zombies.  Their  eyes  are  lumin¬ 
ous  with  enormous  hungers,  but  no  one 
seems  to  notice  except  those  of  their  kind. 

For  black  gay  men,  this  park,  elegantly 
appointed  with  gushing  fountains,  grand 
stairways,  moonlit  plazas,  and  statues  of 
Dante  and  Joan  of  Arc  —  for  black  men 
seeking  the  kisses  of  one  another,  Malcolm 
X/Meridian  Hill  Park  is  now  nothing  more 
than  a  tomb  of  sorrow. 

I  remember  riding  the  S2  home  one  even¬ 
ing,  a  Sunday  in  fact.  I  had  taken  the  X2 
from  H  Street,  N.E.,  to  14th  and  H  down¬ 
town,  where  I  transferred  and  waited  for  my 
S. 

From  the  corner  of  14th  and  H  you  can 
view  the  warscape  of  AIDS  and  the  rem¬ 
nants  of  casual  sex  markets  reduced  to  rub¬ 
ble  by  the  aggressive  development  of  down¬ 
town.  It  is  interesting  to  observe  new,  post¬ 
modern  office  buildings  rise  on  soil  where 
the  seed  of  gay  men  was  once  spilled  with 
reckless  abandon. 


FAMILY 

JEWELS 


keen.  Now  the  area  is  almost  desolate  of 
nightlife,  the  players  scattered,  the  seekers 
scared  to  venture  out. 

I  wait  for  my  bus.  Shortly  before  it  ar¬ 
rives,  two  black  men  cruise  by.  They  appear 
to  be  in  their  thirties-forties.  The  shorter, 
stockier,  fair-skinned,  clean-shaven  Home- 
boy  has  his  arm  around  the  slightly  taller, 
slender,  darker,  daddy.  The  tall  man  is 
older,  mustached,  and  somewhat  hand¬ 
some.  Homeboy  has  a  hustler’s  air  about 
him.  They  swagger  by,  slightly  drunk  and 
horny.  I  am  surprised  when  a  few  stops  later 
they  board  the  bus  and  sit  at  the  back. 

The  bus  crosses  K  street  and  continues  up 
16th  without  incident.  The  seats  fill  quickly. 
By  the  time  we  cross  P  Street,  standing  room 
is  all  that’s  available.  I  begin  to  notice  a 
murmur  rise  from  the  back  of  the  bus  that 
turns  into  a  startling  gale: 

“You  my  bitch!” 

“No!  Uh  uh.  We  are  bitches!” 

“No!  You  listen  here.  I  ain’t  wearing 
lipstick,  you  are!  I  ain’t  no  bitch!  I  fucked 
you\  You  my  bitch!”  the  first  voice  declares 
emphatically. 

This  continues  without  resolution  until 
we  arrive  at  16th  and  U  Streets.  The  bus  is 
packed  with  passengers  by  now,  and  as  we 
approach  the  stop  I  see  ten  more  waiting  to 
board.  Just  as  the  first  person  at  the  stop 
steps  aboard,  a  strident,  hysterical  voice 
shouts  from  the  back: 

“I’m  a  45-year-old-black-gay-man  who 
en-joys  taking  dick  in  his  rectum!”  Snap! 
“I’m  not  your  bitch!”  Snap!  “Your  bitch  is 
at  home  with  your  kids!”  Snap!  Snap! 

We  are  now  entering  the  fifth  dimension 
of  our  sexual  consciousness.  The  ride  is 
rough.  There  is  no  jelly  for  this.  The  driver  is 
trying  to  call  the  police  on  the  bus  phone. 
No  one  has  said  anything.  No  one  else  at¬ 
tempts  to  board. 

The  air  is  charged  with  tensions  unleashed 
from  an  ancient  box  of  sexual  secrets.  The 
older  man  abruptly  leaves  by  the  back  door. 
Homeboy  follows  him.  They  have  violent 
words  outside.  The  small  children  sitting  at 
the  front  are  wide-eyed  and  speechless.  All 
the  homosexuals  on  the  bus  have  frozen. 
The  driver  is  frantically  calling  the  police. 
The  older  man  suddenly  pushes  aboard  with 
a  Flash  Pass,  with  Homeboy  in  pursuit. 

The  driver  drops  the  phone  and  jumps 
between  them.  Homeboy  pulls  out  a  knife 
and  waves  it  toward  his  companion. 

“You  gonna  pay  for  this  dick!”  he  sneers. 

“I’m  not  paying  for  that  tame  shit!”  the 
self-identified  black  gay  man  screams  at 
him. 

The  children’s  heads  snap  back  and  forth 
during  the  ensuing  shouting  match,  as 
though  they  are  watching  a  Ping  Pong 
tournament  and  not  two  grown  black  men 
giving  high  drama.  In  a  stern  voice,  the  driver 
orders  Homeboy  to  leave  the  bus.  He  backs 
down  the  steps,  waving  his  blade,  threaten¬ 
ing  to  catch  the  black  gay  man  on  the  street 
some  night  and  make  him  pay  dearly  for  the 
dick  he  got.  Homeboy  is  last  seen  stalking 
east  on  U  Street  with  his  glinting  knife 
clenched  in  hand. 

The  bus  pulls  off  and  begins  to  climb  16th 
Street.  Every  homosexual  on  the  bus  is  still 
frozen.  The  police  never  arrived.  The  chil¬ 
dren  are  quiet  for  the  remainder  of  their 
journeys.  Occasionally,  a  very  nervous  man, 
a  very  terrified  schoolboy  laughs  out  loud 
then  subsides  into  silence.  The  45-year-old- 
black-gay-man  who  enjoys  taking  dick  in  his 
rectum  rides  the  rest  of  the  way  without  fur¬ 
ther  incident.  At  the  back  of  the  bus  he  sits 
—  his  legs  crossed  at  the  knee.  □ 


Ten  years  ago  this  corner  was  a  sexual 
crossroads.  On  either  side  of  14th  Street, 
from  H  to  K,  there  once  stood  thriving  porn 
shops,  movie  galleries,  and  nude  dance 
clubs.  A  block  away,  the  raunchy  black  gay 
club,  the  Brass  Rail,  was  bulging  out  of  its 
jockstrap.  Drag  queens  ruled,  B-boys  chas¬ 
ed  giddy  government  workers,  fast-talking 
hustlers  worked  the  floor,  while  sugar  dad¬ 
dies  panted  for  attention  in  the  shadows,  of¬ 
fering  free  drinks  and  money  to  any  friendly 
trade.  Everybody  was  seeking  a  sexmachine. 
White  folks  were  sneaking  in  for  their 
“black-dick-fix.”  Sometimes  the  dose  was 
fatal:  Robbery.  Murder.  The  pulsing  music 
always  throbbed  like  and  insatiate  erection. 

A  block  north,  Franklin  Park  was  a  soft 
cruise  spot,  more  pick-up  than  put-out, 
primarily  because  it  borders  K  Street,  14th 
and  13th  Streets,  offering  too  much  visibili¬ 
ty  for  most.  But  east  of  its  lower  end, 
bordering  I  Street,  on  the  13th  Street  corner, 
stood  the  notorious  Curiosity  Bookshop, 
complete  with  back  room,  movie  booths, 
garish  red  lights,  gusts  of  heavy  breathing, 
the  popping  noise  of  greased  dicks  pumping 
in  tight  holes,  the  creeping  floorboards  ag¬ 
ing  with  semen  and  sighs. 

At  that  most  historic  spot  downtown, 
where,  on  the  corner  of  14th  and  H,  one 
could  watch  the  parade  of  flesh  all  summer 
long,  the  quest  for  the  perfect  abuse  was 


Essex  Hemphill  is  the 
author  of  Earth  Life  and  Condi¬ 
tions.  He  is  currently  editing 
Brother  to  Brother,  the  an¬ 
thology  his  beloved  friend 
Joseph  Beam  was  compiling 
prior  to  his  death.  The  selec¬ 
tions  presented  here  are  from 
Hemphill’s  forthcoming  collec¬ 
tion  of  verse  and  prose  entitled 
Family  Jewels. 


LOYALTY 


For  my  so-called  sins 
against  nature  and  the  race,  I  gain 
the  burdensome  knowledge  of  car¬ 
nal  secrets.  It  rivals  rituals  of 
sacrifice  and  worship,  and  con¬ 
jures  the  same  glassy-eyed  results 
—  with  less  bloodshed.  A 
knowledge  disquieting  and 
liberating  inhabits  my  soul.  It  often 
comforts  me,  or  at  times,  is 
miserably  intoxicating  with  re¬ 
quisite  hangovers  and  regrets.  At 
other  moments  it  is  sacred  commu¬ 
nion,  causing  me  to  moan  and 
tremble  and  talk  dirty  as  the  Holy 
Ghost  fucks  me.  It  is  a  knowledge 
of  fire  and  consumption  that  I  will 
carry  beyond  the  grave.  When  I  sit 
in  God’s  final  judgment,  I  will 
wager  this  knowledge  against  my 


entrance  into  the  Holy  Kingdom. 
There  was  no  other  way  for  me  to 
know  the  beauty  of  Earth  except 
through  the  sexual  love  of  men, 
men  who  were  often  more  terrified 
than  I,  even  as  they  posed  before 
me,  behind  the  learned  constric¬ 
tions  of  manhood,  mocking  me 
with  muscles,  erections,  and 
wives. 

I  discovered  any  man  can  be  seduced  — 
even  if  the  price  is  humiliation  or  death  for 
the  seducer.  Late  nights  and  desperate  hours 
teach  us  to  approach  loneliness  unarmed,  or 
risk  provoking  it  to  torture  us  with  endless 
living  sorrows  we  believe  only  the  dead  can 
endure. 

But  who  are  these  dead,  able  to  withstand 
the  constant  attack  of  merciless  loneliness 
with  its  intense  weapons,  clever  trickery, 
and  deceit?  Many  of  them  are  men  like  me, 
born  of  common  stock  and  ordinary  dream¬ 
ers.  Men  who  vaguely  answer  to  “Ameri¬ 
can,”  or  exhibit  visible  apprehension  when 
American  is  defined  and  celebrated  to  their 
exclusion.  Men  who  more  often  than  not  are 
simply  called  “nigga”  if  no  one  remembers 
their  name. 

We  constitute  the  invisible  brothers  in  our 
communities,  those  of  us  who  live  “in  the 
life”;  the  choir  boys  with  secrets,  the  uncle 
living  in  an  impeccable  flat  with  a  roommate 
who  sleeps  down  the  hall  when  family  visits. 
Men  of  power  and  humble  peasantry,  reduc¬ 
ed  to  silence  and  invisibility  for  the  safety 
they  procure,  emasculated  in  the  complicity 
of  not  speaking  out,  rendered  mute  by  the 
middle-class  aspirations  of  a  people  trying 
hard  to  forget  the  shame  and  cruelties  of 
slavery  and  ghettos.  Through  denials  and 
abbreviated  histories  riddled  with  omis¬ 
sions,  the  middle-class  sets  about  white¬ 
washing  and  fixing-up  the  race  to  impress 
each  other  and  the  red-necks  that  could  give 
a  damn,  the  lethal  ones  who  believe  the  only 
good  nigga  is  a  dead  nigga. 

I  speak  for  thousands,  perhaps  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  men  who  live  and  die  in  the 
shadows  of  secrets,  unable  to  speak  of  the 
love  that  helps  them  endure  and  contribute 
to  the  race.  Their  ordinary  kisses,  stolen  or 
shared  behind  facades  of  heroic  achievement, 
their  kisses  of  sweet  spit  and  loyalty  are 
scrubbed  away  by  the  propaganda  makers 
of  the  race,  who  would  just  as  soon  have  us 
believe  black  people  can  fly  than  reveal  that 
black  men  have  been  longing  to  kiss  one 
another,  and  have  done  so,  for  centuries. 

Surely  the  “Talented  Tenth”  are  among 
the  most  destructive  and  deadly  members  of 
the  race.  Some  are  misguided  watchdogs 
aspiring  to  a  mythical  white  perfection 
through  emulation.  They  busy  themselves 
classifying  black  culture  into  celebrations, 
lectures  and  symposia  that  wrongly  present 
black  people  as  sexually,  culturally  and 
politically  monolithic.  Black  homosexuals 
are  unacknowledged  or  ridiculed.  Our  love 
of  our  race  is  attacked  as  suspect.  Our  love 
of  each  other,  man  for  man,  is  often  deemed 
a  pathological  expression  of  racism.  This 
has  justified  accusing  us  of  being  race 
traitors  or  victims  of  matriarchy. 

The  black  homosexual  is  hard  pressed  to 
gain  audience  among  his  heterosexual 
brothers',  even  if  he  is  more  talented,  he  is  in¬ 
hibited  by  his  silence  or  his  admissions.  This 
is  what  the  race  has  depended  on  to  erase 
homosexuality  from  our  recorded  history. 
The  “chosen  history.”  But  those  construc¬ 
tions  of  silence  are  futile  exercises  in  denial. 
We  are  not  going  to  go  away  with  our  issues 
of  sexuality.  We  are  coming  home.  Black 
homosexuals  are  demanding  that  the  self- 
appointed  proprietors  of  history  release  our 
brothers  (and  sisters)  from  psychosexual 
fears  and  ignorance. 

It  is  not  enough  to  say  that  one  was  a 
brilliant  poet,  scientist,  educator,  or  rebel. 
Who  did  he  love?  It  makes  a  difference.  I 
cannot  become  a  whole  man  simply  on  what 
you  feed  me:  watered-down  versions  of 
black  life  in  America.  I  need  the  ass-splitting 
truth  to  be  told,  so  I  will  have  something 
pure  to  emulate,  a  reason  to  remain 
loyal.  □ 


CIVIL 

SERVANT 

for  Nurse 
Eunice  Rivers 

I  could  perform  my  job  no  other  way: 
obey  instructions  or  be  dismissed, 
which  would  end  my  nursing  career. 

I  was  a  Colored  nurse, 
special,  one  of  few. 

I  didn’t  question  the  authority 
the  government  doctors 
exercised  over  me. 

Their  control  of  life  and  death 
and  my  sense  of  duty  and 
responsibility 

were  parallel  and  reciprocating. 

My  father,  Tuskegee  Institute,  and 
Dr.  Dibble 

had  trained  me  to  obey 
the  instructions  of  white  men, 
and  all  men. 

I  didn’t  talk  back, 
raise  my  voice  in  protest, 
or  demand  the  doctors  save  the  men. 
It  wasn’t  my  place  to  diagnose, 
prescribe,  or  agitate. 

When  the  doctors  told  me 

to  prevent  the  men 

from  getting  treatment  elsewhere, 

I  did.  I  supplied  their  names 
to  all  county  health  officials. 

They  agreed  to  withhold  treatment 
even  after  penicillin  was  discovered 
to  be  an  effective  cure  for  bad  blood. 

The  government  doctors 
viewed  the  men 
as  syphilis  experiments. 

I  troubled  myself 
to  remember  their  names. 

I  visited  their  homes 
between  annual  checkups 
to  listen  to  their  hearts 
and  feel  their  pulses. 

They  had  aches  and  pains 
and  complaints  too  numerous  to 
name, 

but  I  soothed  them.  I  tried. 

I  gave  them  spring  tonic 
for  their  blood. 

I  couldn’t  give  them  medicine. 

I  tried  to  care  for  everyone 
including  the  women, 
the  old  folks,  and  children. 

I  became  an  adopted  member 
of  many  of  the  families  I  visited. 

I  ate  at  their  tables, 
sat  at  their  sickbeds, 
mourned  at  their  funerals. 

I  married  one  of  their  sons. 

I  never  thought  my  duty 
damned  the  men.  Shucks, 
they  were  sick  with  bad  blood, 
but  I  thought  they  were  lucky. 

Most  Colored  folks  in  Macon 
went  from  cradle  to  grave 
without  ever  visiting  a  doctor. 

The  ones  with  bad  blood  were  envied 
because  they  received  free 
medical  attention,  food, 
and  rides  to  the  health  sites 
come  check-up  time. 

As  the  men  died,  I  wept 
with  their  wives  and  families. 

I  was  there  to  comfort  them, 
to  offer  fifty  dollars 
if  they  let  the  doctors 
“operate”  — 
cut  open  the  deceased 
from  scrotum  sack  to  skull. 

They  were  usually  horrified 

by  my  offer, 

fearing  disfigurement 

or  the  courting  of  blasphemy. 

I  assured  them  no  one  would  know 
that  their  hearts  and  brains 
had  been  removed. 

I  suggested  fifty  dollars 


could  cover  burial  costs 
and  buy  unexpected  food 
and  clothes. 

I  never  thought  my  silence 
a  symptom  of  bad  blood. 

I  never  considered  my  care  complicity. 
I  was  a  Colored  nurse,  a  proud 
graduate  of  Tuskegee  Institute, 
one  of  few,  honored  by  my 

profession. 

I  had  orders,  important  duties, 
a  government  career. 

Epigraph 

Dr.  Eugene  H.  Dibble,  Medical 
Director  of  the  Tuskegee  Institute,  and 
head  of  Andrew  Hospital,  appointed 
his  supervisor  of  night  nurses,  a  black 
woman  named  Eunice  Rivers,  to  serve 
as  Special  Scientific  Assistant  to  the 
Tuskegee  Syphilis  Experiment.  The  ex¬ 
periment  was  conducted  by  the  United 
States  Public  Health  Service  (PHS) 
from  1932  to  1972  in  Macon  County, 
Alabama.  Macon  County  Health  of¬ 
ficials,  Veterans  Hospital  in  Tuskegee, 
and  the  Tuskegee  Institute  cooperated 
with  the  PHS  in  systematically 
withholding  treatment  from  subjects 
in  the  experiment  who  were  local 
black  men,  most  in  the  late  stages  of 
the  disease.  The  men  were  never  told 
they  had  syphilis,  they  were  told  they 
had  “bad  blood."  Three  hundred 
ninety-nine  had  syphilis,  and  201  were 
controls.  They  were  poor,  illiterate 
sharecroppers,  tantalized  by  the  offer 
of  free  medical  care  for  minor 
ailments,  rides  to  and  from  the  health 
sites,  hot  meals,  and  burial  stipends. 
Nurse  Rivers  served  in  her  appointed 
position  from  the  experiment’s  begin¬ 
ning  until  it  was  terminated. 

Adapted  from  Bad  Blood:  the 
Tuskegee  Syphilis  Experiment  —  a 
tragedy  of  race  and  medicine,  ©1981 
James  H.  Jones. 


WHEN  MY 
BROTHER 
FELL 

for  Joseph 

Fairchild 

Beam 

When  my  brother  fell, 

I  picked  up  his  weapons, 
and  never  once  questioned 
whether  I  could  carry 
the  weight  and  grief, 
the  responsibility 
he  shouldered. 

I  never  questioned 
whether  I  could  aim 
or  be  as  precise  as  he. 

I  only  knew  he  had  fallen, 
and  the  passing  ceremonies 
marking  his  death 
did  not  stop  the  war. 

Standing  at  the  front  line 

flanked  by  able  brothers 

who  miss  his  eloquent  courage, 

his  insistent  voice 

urging  us  to  rebel, 

urging  us  not  to  fear 

embracing 

for  more  than  sex, 

for  more  than  kisses 

and  notches  in  our  belts. 

Our  loss  is  greater 
than  all  the  space 
we  fill  with  prayers 
and  praise. 

He  burned  out 
his  pure  life  force 
to  bring  us  dignity, 
to  bring  us  a  chance 
to  love  ourselves 


with  commitment. 

He  knew  the  simple 
spilling  of  seed 
would  not  be  enough 
to  bind  us. 

It  is  difficult 

to  stop  marching,  Joseph, 
impossible  to  stop  our  assault. 
The  tributes  and  testimonies 
in  your  honor 
flare  up  like  torches. 

Every  night 
a  light  blazes  for  you 
in  one  of  our  hearts. 

Everything  goes  on 
as  you  left  it. 

Blessed  or  cursed  to  teach  us, 
in  dying,  you  actualized 
for  our  absolute  understanding 
the  meaning  of 
“silence  equals  death.” 

There  was  no  one  lonelier 
than  you,  Joseph. 

Perhaps  you  wanted  love 
so  desperately,  and  pleaded 
with  God  for  the  only  mercy 
that  could  be  spared. 

Perhaps  God  knew 
you  couldn’t  be  given 
more  than  public  love 
in  this  lifetime. 

When  I  stand 
on  the  front  lines  now, 
cussing  the  lack  of  truth, 
the  absence  of  willful  change 
and  strategic  coalitions, 

I  realize, 

in  the  middle  of  a  major  war, 
sewing  quilts  will  not 
bring  you  back 
nor  save  us. 

It’s  too  soon 
to  make  monuments 
for  all  we  are  losing, 
for  the  lack  of  truth 
as  to  why  we  are  dying, 
who  wants  us  dead, 
what  purpose  does  it  serve? 

When  my  brother  fell 
I  picked  up  his  weapons. 

I  didn’t  question 
whether  I  could  aim 
or  be  as  precise  as  he. 

A  needle  and  thread 
were  not  among 
his  things 
I  found. 
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or 


we'll  show  you  how! 


We  will  teach  you  how  to  fix  your  own 
bike,  or,  if  you  already  know  how,  just 
rent  space,  use  our  tools,  and  do  it  your¬ 
self.  Or,  leave  your  bike  and  we  will  repair 
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Do  you  wish  you  could  talk  to 
your  parents  about  being  gay  or 
lesbian? 
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“Coming  out  to  your  parents” 
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WOMEN  UNDER  ATTACK 

— -=  Victories,  Backlash,  and  the 
.  /.W  Fight  for  Reproductive  Freedom 
-  -e  by  the  CARASA  Collective 
1  edited  by  Sue  Davis 

This  groundbreaking  work  offers  a  broad  and  deep  analysis 
Ac  of  the  politics  of  reproduction.  Written  for  use  by  students, 

I,  activists,  and  health  care  workers.  The  Committee  for 
Abortion  Rights  and  Against  Sterilization  Abuse  is  based  in 
New  York  City. 

80 pages  $5.00 
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Tan  your  can  off! 
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$49.00 

10  Sessions  $39.00 
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$29.00 
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3  night  packages 
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occupancy.  All  packages  in¬ 
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—Mat  Schaeffer,  KISS-108 


TH€  TERRbC€  ROOM  W  TH€  BOSTOM  PfcRK  PlAZfc 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  Practice  Since  1975 

General  Practice 

‘Family  Law 
‘Real  Estate  Transfers 
‘Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 
‘Discrimination 
‘Unemployment 
‘Worker’s  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-7099 

■  _ . _ I, 


TROUBLED 

PEOPLE 

Psychotherapy  for 
loneliness, 
depression,  guilt, 
just  plain  misery. 
Interview  the  therapist 
at  no  charge. 


Ruth  Chessman,  M.A. 
(617)  964-2510 


Silber 


Continued  from  page  I 

and  the  fact  that  it  has  existed  for  more  than 
a  decade. 

In  this  atmosphere,  it  is  difficult  for  the 
program  to  stay  afloat.  The  program  is 
allocated  scant  space  and  money,  and  some¬ 
times  cumbersome  searches  have  to  be  made 
to  find  people  willing  to  instruct  women’s 
studies  courses.  “To  people  wishing  to 
make  a  career  of  teaching  at  BU,  the  word  is 
if  you  teach  in  this  program,  you  can  forget 
about  ever  receiving  tenure,”  said  Jane.  She 
added  that  “as  far  as  lesbian  and  gay  issues 
are  concerned,  BU  is  absolutely  horrible  ... 
the  lack  of  academic  freedom  infiltrates 
every  aspect  of  life  —  academic  and  per¬ 
sonal.” 

Jane’s  views  are  corroborated  by  Rev. 
Lois  Happe,  who  works  for  the  interdenom¬ 
inational  Campus  Ministry  of  BU.  She  told 
GCN  that  she  was  not  afraid  to  be  quoted  by 
name  because  her  employer  is  not  Boston 
University,  but  the  Boston/Cambridge 
Ministry  in  Higher  Education.  “Women  are 
not  equally  respected  here  [at  BU],”  she 
said.  She  added  that,  despite  Silber’s  public 
denials,  sexism  is  definitely  one  reason  why 
“the  program  has  struggled  for  years  to 
become  a  certified  major  and  for  its  mere  ex¬ 
istence.” 

When  asked  how  she  felt  about  the 
ADL’s  choice  of  Silber  for  its  humanitarian 
award,  Happe  was  blunt.  “I  think  it’s  un¬ 
fortunate  that  the  ADL  chose  President  Sil¬ 
ber.  I  think  there  are  enough  appropriate 
candidates  that  have  furthered  the  cause  of 
inclusivity.  My  question  would  be,  ‘What 
could  the  ADL  have  been  thinking  when 
they  chose  him  over  other  more  appropriate 
candidates?’  ” 

(Neither  Silber’s  office  nor  his  public  rela¬ 
tions  staff  would  comment  on  these 
charges.) 

Protest  against  the  ADL  decision 

In  addition  to  demanding  that  Silber 
allow  gay  and  lesbian  students,  faculty  and 
staff  access  to  equal  protection  by  the  Uni¬ 
versity,  the  Committee  to  Fight  Bigotry  in 
All  its  Forms  is  calling  the  ADL  on  its  lack 
of  a  strong  gay  rights  agenda.  Specifically, 
the  Committee  has  petitioned  the  organiza¬ 
tion  to  give  its  “unconditional  and  public 
endorsement”  of  the  Massachusetts  gay 
rights  bill  and  to  include  programs  on  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  in  its  campaign  to  end 
prejudice  in  public  schools. 

Barbara  Kosouske,  Assistant  Director  of 
Development  for  the  New  England  ADL, 
explained  the  origin  of  the  organization  to 
GCN  and  tried  to  place  its  shortcomings  vis- 
a-vis  the  gay  and  lesbian  community  in  con¬ 
text. 

The  ADL,  she  said,  was  formed  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  the  lynching  of  Leo  Frank  in  1913. 
Frank,  a  Jewish  factory  owner  and  resident 
of  Georgia,  was  accused  of  murdering  a 
young  woman  who  worked  for  him.  After 
being  convicted  of  the  crime,  an  angry  mob 
entered  the  jail,  removed  Frank  and  lynched 
him.  At  the  time,  wisdom  was  that  the  Frank 
trial  was  prejudicial  and  blatantly  anti- 
Semitic.  In  1988,  the  state  of  Georgia 
recanted  the  guilty  verdict  and  admitted  that 
Frank  had  been  victimized  by  a  collabora¬ 
tion  of  witnesses  and  law  officials. 

Shortly  after  Frank’s  conviction,  the 
ADL  was  formed  by  the  B’nai  B’rith  to  help 
prevent  such  debacles  from  happening  in  the 
future.  Since  then,  it  has  set  up  regional  of¬ 
fices  around  the  country. 

“In  our  charter,”  said  Kosouske,  “we  are 
committed  to  fighting  anti-Semitism  in  all 
its  forms.”  But,  as  the  American  population 
has  diversified  and  the  political  climate  has 
changed,  the  ADL  has  had  to  diversify 
itself.  As  evidence  of  that,  Kosouske  points 
out  that  the  organization  “is  now  one  of  the 
largest  compilers  of  information  and  statis¬ 
tics  on  hate  crimes  in  the  country.”  Last 
year,  it  published  a  four-page  booklet  on 
violence  waged  against  minorities  by 
skinheads,  with  only  passing  mention  made 
of  lesbians  and  gay  men. 

Kosouske  concedes  that  progress  toward 
the  full  recognition  of  gay  rights  by  ADL 
has  been  slow.  After  touching  upon  the 
demands  being  placed  on  it  by  the  Commit¬ 
tee,  she  admitted  that  “gay  rights  is 
something  we  have  to  grapple  with;  we’re 
just  starting  to  expand  our  focus  and  con¬ 
sider  them.” 

Some  Jewish  members  of  the  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  community  agree  with  Kosouske  that 
progress  has  been  slow.  Warren  Blumen- 
feld,  who  has  been  active  in  the  gay  rights 
movement  in  Boston  since  the  early  1970s, 
told  GCN  “I  am  deeply  offended  by  the  ac¬ 
tions  of  the  ADL.  Their  motto  is  ‘we  fight 
bigotry  in  all  its  forms,’  but  it  does  not  do 
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that.  Housing  any  bigotry  is  bigotry.”  In 
Blumenfeld’s  view,  the  booklet’s  brief  men¬ 
tion  of  lesbians  and  gay  men  is  not  enough 
because,  as  an  organization,  ADL  “has  not 
worked  to  include  homophobia  in  hate 
crimes  legislation.” 

“This  is  not  to  denigrate  what  Silber  has 
done  for  Holocaust  Studies  at  BU,  but  the 
ADL  doesn’t  get  it:  they  don’t  understand 
the  connection  between  all  the  ‘isms’,”  said 
Blumenfeld.  “My  great-grandfather  was 
killed  in  Auschwitz  along  with  his  wife  and 
ten  of  his  children,  along  with  gays  and 
other  groups,”  he  added,  “He  understood 
the  connection;  but,  unfortunately  the  Anti- 
Defamation  League  doesn’t.” 

Barrett  Brick,  the  Executive  Director  of 
the  World  Congress  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Jewish  Organizations,  agrees  with  Blumen¬ 
feld’s  assessments.  “John  Silber  is  a  virulent 
homophobe  whose  bigotry  extends  far 
beyond  the  gay  and  lesbian  community,” 
Brick  told  GCN.  “The  Anti-Defamation 
League  would  do  well  to  recall  the  words  of 
the  Torah:  He  who  justifies  the  wicked  is  an 
abomination  to  God.” 

On  behalf  of  the  World  Congress,  Brick 
will  be  speaking  out  against  Silber  and  the 
ADL  award  at  the  September  25  demonstra¬ 
tion. 

Silber  as  humanist? 

Assistant  Director  Kosouske  pointed  out 
that  the  ADL  does  not  mean  to  label  the 
recipient  of  the  Distinguished  Public  Service 
Award  as  a  humanist.  She  separated  the 
term  “public  service”  from  the  word  “hu¬ 
manistic”  and  stated  “the  award  is  given  to 
people  in  recognition  to  very  specific  con¬ 
tributions  they  have  made  to  the  public.”  In 
this  case,  BU  is  being  recognized  for  being 
“one  of  the  first  universities  that  historically 
has  made  itself  open  to  Jewish  students  and 
workers.”  “And,”  she  added,  “this  was 
done  through  times  when  virtually  nothing 
else  was  open  to  Jews.” 

Obviously,  however,  Silber  is  also  being 
recognized.  As  far  as  civil  rights  are  con¬ 
cerned,  apparently  what  has  qualified  Silber 
for  special  recognition  is  not  so  much  an 
ongoing  commitment  as  a  stance  he  has 
taken  in  the  past.  When  asked  about  Silber’s 
commitment  to  civil  rights,  Kosouske  said 
only  that  “Dr.  Silber  spoke  out  against 
segregation  during  a  dangerous  time.” 

When  it  was  suggested  that  there  are 
many  people  who  have  spoken  and  continue 
to  speak  out  against  segregation  and  racism, 
Kosouske  cast  the  award  and  the  ceremony 
in  a  different  light.  “There  are  two  reasons 
for  the  award,”  she  said.  “First,  the 
ceremony  allows  us  to  educate  the  audience 
about  the  work  of  the  Anti-Defamation 
League.  Then  second,  the  event  is  a  fund¬ 
raiser.”  At  $250  a  plate  and  the  possibility 
of  having  hundreds  in  attendance,  the  three- 
hour  event  could  be  a  fundraising  bonanza. 

“There  are  many  people  out  there  who 
are  doing  great  public-service  work.  We 
both  know  that.”  said  Kosouske.  “But  very 
few  people  would  know  who  they  were  if 
you  mentioned  their  names  ...  Dr.  Silber  is 
very  well  known.”  Kosouske  added  that  it  is 
because  of  his  notoriety  that  the  event  —  at¬ 
tended  mostly  by  corporate  leaders,  politi¬ 
cians  and  the  wealthy  —  can  carry  such  a 
price  tag.  □ 


The  protest  is  scheduled  to  take  place  on 
September  25,  from  4:30-7:30  p.m.  at 
Boston  University’s  Marsh  Plaza,  735  Com¬ 
monwealth  Avenue.  For  further  informa¬ 
tion,  contact  Jeff  Nickel  or  Amy  Lee  at 
353-9808. 
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THE  HEAT  IS  ON. 


ke  this  summer  sizzle  with  Gay  Selections,  New  England’s  most 
exciting  meeting  service. 

With  “voice  personals"  from  Gay  Selections,  you  can  meet  other  gay  men  who  share 
your  lifestyle  and  live  in  your  area.  Simply  call  Gay  Selections  and  listen  to  a  dozen 
or  more  messages  from  other  gay  men ,  then  respond  to  those  messages 
that  spark  your  interest. 

So  go  ahead  and  feel  the  heat. 

GAY 

SELECTIONS 

1*900*456-3700 

Only89<?  per  minute.  Must  be  18  years  or  older.  ©Jartel,  Inc.,  1989. 


TRY  OUR  DEMO  #:  (617)  876*0333 


Affordable  Dreams.  .  . 

Choose  your  pool  —  Choose  your  payment 


W 

INSTALLED 

RECTANGULAR  ON¬ 
GROUND  POOLS 

From  $7995 

FINANCE  AT  $89.00 
MONTH 

•  Completely  installed  with  dual 
filtration  system  and  deluxe 
maintenance  package 

•  Custom  sizes  with  carpeted 
patio  deck  and  walk  around 

•  40  year  guarantee 


EXTRUDED  ALUMINUM 
ABOVE-GROUND  FENCE 
ON  DECK  POOL 

From  $3395 
FINANCE  AT  $50.00 
MONTH 

Complete  with  1  HP  filter  and 
maintenance  package. 

•  30  year  structural  warrantee 

Liner  Replacements  & 
Pool  Closings 
1-800-822-8013  c- 


Save  up  to  $2000 


CUSTOM  IN-GROUND 
POOLS 

From  $9995 

Reg.  $12,120 

FINANCE  AT  $99.00 
v  MONTH 

•  Choice  of  shapes  and  sizes 
•  Completely  installed  with  com¬ 
mercial  filter  and  maintenance 
equipment 
•  30  mil.  commercial  liner 

Call  for  FREE 
Home  Survey.  .  . 


LIFETIME  WARRANTEE 

CALL  1-800-822-8013  for  brochure  and  appointment 

FAMILY  POOLS  OF  NEW  ENGLAND,  INC. 
Authorized  Baquacil  Dealer 
^''iarnlTy  RT  123  Brockton  508/559-6699 

7  RT  44  Middleboro  508/824-1317 

-  OPEN  7  DAYS  - 


Gay  and  Lesbian  Labor  Activist  Network 

presents 

Cesar  Chavez  The  Flirtations 


President  New  York's  hottest 

United  Farm  Workers  Gay  A  Capella  Group 


Benefit  for  the  United  Farm  Workers  and  Fenway  Community  Flealth  Center 


Friday  October  13  •  8  pm 

New  England  Hall  •  225  Clarendon  Street,  Boston 

admission:  tickets  available  at: 

$  10  in  advance  Glad  Day  Book  Store  •  Copley  Flair 

$  12  at  the  door  New  Words  Book  Store  •  Red  Book  Store 

_  for  information:  call  267-0900 

For  Your  Health  &  Ours  Wheel  chair 

BOYCOTT  GRAPES  J5S2L 


PAGE  14  □  SEPTEMBER  17-23,  1989  □  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


yrfcc 

where  every  day £  wv 

is  (Pride  ‘Day!!!  G^,w/\\ 

Metropolitan  Community  Church 
of  Boston 

•  celebrating  God’s  love  •  serving  our  community  • 

•  building  for  the  future  • 

Sunday  7:00  pm  •  131  Cambridge  St.,  Boston  « 

•  523-7664  • 


COMMUNITY 

■cuideH 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  MA  021 15 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

JAMES  F.  LEATH,  R.  Ac. 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 

Somerville,  Mass. 

Porter  Square  T 
628-9547 

ALCOHOUDRUG 

TREATMENT 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
332  Newbury  Street 
Boston.  MA  02115 
617/267-0900 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford.  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITING/TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
f26  State  Street 
Boston.  MA  02109 
523-1060 

BICYCLES 

FERRIS  WHEELS 
Bicycle  Shop 
64  South  Street 
Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
617-522-7082 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 
SCHOOL 

351  Broadway,  Cambridge 
868-3392 

T.W.F.Sat  10-6,  Th  12-8 
Repairs/Parts/WorRspace 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
673  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  267-3010 

LIBERATION  BOOK  CLUB 
P.O.  Box  453 
South  Norwalk,  CT  06856. 
National  gay  &  lesbian  book 
club 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMEN'S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political  Struggle, 
South  Africa,  Central  America, 
Gay  &  Lesbian  literature 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-1464 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  A v. 

Somerville,  MA  02143 
628-9547 

DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1100  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Arlington.  MA  02174 
(617)  641-2510 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
45  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
266-8584 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
232-7200 

CLEANING  SERVICES 

ARTHUR'S  CLEANING 
SERVICE 

Commercial  &  Residential 
Boston  and  Suburbia 
Upper  and  Lower  Cape  Cod 
24  Hour  Beeper  Service 
1-800-202-8629  (10  Min. 
Response) 

Tef.  508/295-6340 
Excellent  References 
I  DO  WINDOWS  TOO! 

Earle  III  Inc.  Building 
Maintenance 
General  Cleaning 
Residential  and  Commercial 
Cali  Buddy  (617)  354-1706 


HOUSECLEANING  AT  ANY 
TIME 

Fair  rates.  Call  Mark 
567-6736 

Residential  or  Commercial 
Windows  included! 

COUNSELING 

ANDOVER  PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerald  Matison,  L.I.C.S.W. 

(508)  475-6950 
insurance  accepted 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR 
WOMEN 

520  Commonwealth  Av. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  021 15 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
1368  Beacon  St.  Suite  109 
Boston,  MA  02146 
739-7860 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  S 
CONSULTATION  INC. 
l86'/i  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
876-4488 

STEPHEN  HARRINGTON, 

M.A. 

6  Bigelow  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  491-0968 

Counseling  for  lesbians  &  gay 
men 

individuals  &  couples 

JOURNEYWOMEN 
A  feminist  psychotherapy 
collective 

240A  Elm  St.,  Davis  Square 
Somerville,  M A  02144 
776-9232 

SOUTH  END  COUNSELING 
596  Tremont  Street 
Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9643 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA 
661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
bWi  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 
876-8438 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
DR.  KIRK  BANKHEAD 
1259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02199 
353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING 
CENTER 

Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford.  MA 
395-9084 

EATING  DISORDERS 

VALERY  ROCKWELL.  M.Ed. 
Anorexia,  Bulimia, 

Compulsive  Eating 
Ongoing  group  for  lesbian 
and  bisexual  women. 

Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 
492-7843 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 
Complimentary  consultation 
Computer  electrology  specialist 
Central  Sq.,  Cambridge 
497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 
DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq.,  MA 
926-4289 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 
309  Shawmut  Ave. 

Boston.  MA  021 18 
338-5356 
Wed  -Sat.  10-6 


HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 

Holistic  Health  Referral  Service 
Psychotherapy,  Bodywork, 
Movement,  Nutrition  and 
Spiritual  Counseling 
266-8122  M-Th.,  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(Medial  Center  and  HIV  Out¬ 
patient  Clinic:  267-7573) 
and 

93  Massachusetts  Avenue 
Boston,  MA  021  IS 
(Mental  Health,  Research, 
Community  Services:  267-0900) 

FEMINIST  HEALTH  CENTER 
OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth,  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7588 

STD  clinic  for  men  and  women 
Mon.  eves.:  free  anon,  HIV 
counseling  &  testing 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  HOSPITAL 
MIDWIFERY  SERVICE 
Offering  senisitve  well- 
woman  midwifery  and 
gynecological  are 
1493  Cambridge  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
Call  498-1660  for  appL 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 
142  Berkeley  St. 
at  Columbus  Ave. 

(617)  247-7555 

A  gay  physician  specializing  in 
health  are  for  the  gay  &  les¬ 
bian  community. 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly,  monthly  and 
special  occasions 
776-2271 

INFORMATION 

BISEXUAL  INFORMATION 
SWITCHBOARD 
Local  and  international 
information  on  health,  bars, 
and  events. 

Call  I IPM-2AM,  (215)  634-2090 

INSURANCE 

J.J.  BODNER  INSURANCE 
552  Columbus  Ave. 

Boston.  Ma.  02118 
(617)  437-9400 
Servicing  all  your  insurance 
needs 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS.  CLU 
Congress  St. 

P.O.  Box  1762 
Boston,  Ma.  02105 
1-800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  *  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENGY 
241  Washington  St. 

Brookline.  MA  02146 
731-1015 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence,  MA  01840 
(508)  683-7676 

INTERIOR  DESIGN 

CITY-LINE  DESIGN 
Carpentry,  paint  & 
space  planning.  Small 
jobs  a  specialty. 

491-5567 


LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  l-S  p.m. 

MACROBIOTICS 

Wholesome,  well  balanced, 
delicious  macrobiotic  meals 
Also,  special  diets  for  life- 
threatening  illnesses.  Delivery/ 
references.  Call  Mary  277-8087 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 
Swedish,  Japanese,  Esaien 
220  Hunbngton  Ave 
(617)  262-1000,  x  298 
M-Sat..  12-7 


PAINTING 

LORI  EATON 
Interior  Painting 
Quality  work  at 
reasonable  rates 
Call  for  estimate 
(617)  536-5569 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

DAVID'S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375  McCormack  Sta. 
Boston,  MA  02101 
236-0365 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaia  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Solio,  Barry  Wing, 

Janet  Deegan 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaia  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  TIKVA 

Boston's  Community  of  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Jews 
P.O.  Box  1 1 
Cambridge,  MA  02238 
Events  phone:  (617)  782-8894 

Metropolitan  Community 
Church  of  Boston 
131  Cambridge  St.,  near  Gov't 
Ctr.,  Sunday  Worship  7pm, 
Open  to  all 

A  church  of  the  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Community.  523-7664 

St.  Paul's  Western  Orthodox 
Church 

351  Boylston  St.,  Boston 
(617)  227-5794 
Mass  every  Sun.  5:30pm 
Serving  the  Gay  &  Lesbian 
Community 

Unitarian  Universalist  Congrega¬ 
tion  at  the  1st  Church  of  Rox- 
bury  —  Sun.  Ham  Service  — 
445-1277 

at  Center,  Roxbury  &  Dudley 
Sts.,  Rox.  Crossing  T  Stop. 

REMODELING 

GARRISON  CONSTRUCTION 

Roofing-siding-gutters- 

decks-porches 

Replacement  doors  &  windows 
Interior  &  exterior  painting 
Fully  licensed  &  insured 
For  free  estimate  call  Tom 
(617)  545-0078 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 
12  LaGrange  St. 
in  Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338-7037 

TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaia  PL,  MA  02130 
524  7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 

T  SHIRTS 

WARREN  DAGLEY 
T  Shirts  and  More 
P.O.  Box  405 
Rockport,  MA  01966 
508/546-7252 

UPHOLSTERERS 

SMART  BEAR 
Upholstered  furniture 
repair/restoration 
82  Main  Street 
Gloucester,  Mass. 

(508)  283-7765 

WOMEN’S  NIGHTCLUBS 

INDIGO  -  A  Club  for 

Women 

823  Mam  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  497  7200 
Th  4pm-2am.  F  4pnv2am, 

Sat  9pm-2am 


Film  Fest 

Continued  from  back  page 

MUll  (which  means  “trash”)  is  a  clearer 
example  to  the  complexities  facing  many 
women  filmmakers  who  are  attempting  to 
develop  a  visual  vocabulary  for  desire  and 
sexuality.  Exploiting  a  favorite  theme,  les¬ 
bian  nuns,  Laquier  has  chosen  to  depict  a 
sexual  taboo,  one  fraught  with  danger  and 
defiance,  containing  elements  of  the  per¬ 
verse.  As  the  first  nun  is  about  to  cum,  we 
hear  a  bomb  exploding.  The  equation  of  sex 
with  war  and  death  could  not  be  clearer.  I 
can  only  hope  that  this  cliche  symbol  of 
traditional  hetero-sex  was  not  supposed  to 
serve  as  an  appropriate  signifier  for  lesbian 
sex. 

It  is  noteworthy  that  both  of  these  films 
were  shot  entirely  indoors.  They  are  confin¬ 
ed  to  interior  space,  defining  desire  and  sex¬ 
uality  for  women  as  internal,  private  mat¬ 
ters.  (For  a  different  perspective  on 
women’s  sexual  expression,  you  might  want 
to  see  Monika  Treut’s  “educational”  film 
on  lesbian  exhibitionism,  Bondage  —  all 
women  filmmakers  are  not  struggling  with 
the  same  issues  in  the  same  way.) 

Interestingly  and  perhaps  not  incidental¬ 
ly,  Peggy  Ahwesh’s  film  is  shot  almost  ex¬ 
clusively  indoors  with  the  exception  of  the 
opening  shot.  Martina ’s  Playhouse  is  a  com¬ 
plicated,  playful,  loosely  structured  piece. 
The  film  jumps  from  scenes  of  a  little  girl, 
Martina,  and  her  mom  playing,  to  scenes  of 
filmmaker  Jennifer  Montgomery  mono- 
loguing.  (Montgomery’s  own  film  Home 
Avenue  will  be  shown  on  the  same  night  as 
Martina’s  Playhouse.)  In  an  effort  to  work 
out  her  relationship  to  film,  to  the  camera 
and  to  the  woman  behind  the  camera  Jen¬ 
nifer  tries  out  many  things.  She  screams  into 
the  camera  and  then  tells  us  (or  the  camera, 
or  Peggy?)  that  this  scream  felt  forced 
because  of  the  presence  of  the  camera.  She 
tries  to  take  her  clothes  off  and  masturbate 
but  she  is  too  inhibited.  Later  she  tells  Peggy 
that  she  would  get  down  on  her  knees  and 
beg  to  sleep  with  her  if  the  camera  weren’t 
there,  but  then  she  realizes  that  she  wouldn’t 
be  there  if  not  for  the  camera.  It  is  a  great 
moment  in  the  film  where  the  subject  recon¬ 
ciles  herself  to  cooperating  with  the 
medium,  recognizing  nevertheless  that  she’ll 
never  be  entirely  comfortable  in  it. 

Jennifer  says  a  million  thoughtful,  funny, 
neurotic  things  in  the  film.  She  is  a 
thoroughly  engaging  subject/object,  and  if 
the  film  had  just  been  about  her  ramblings, 
it  would  have  been  ambitious  enough.  But 
Ahwesh  goes  further.  Her  sense  of  humor 
pervades  and  she  manages  to  explore  tough 
issues  of  authority  and  representation 
without  ever  falling  into  dogma.  If  I  had  to 
pick  a  favorite,  I  think  it  would  be  this  one. 

A  close  runner-up  is  the  five-minute  film 
from  Coup  de  Foudre  Collectif,  the  lesbian 
Cine-Club  of  Paris.  It  is  a  feminist  film  fan¬ 
tasy  come  true.  Comprised  entirely  of  what 
is  described  in  the  program  notes  as  “het- 
ero-found  footage,”  these  women  deface, 
defile,  and  otherwise  deflate  the  power  of 
the  man-made  image.  Scenes  from 
Napoleon  appear  upside-down,  stick  figures 
of  scratch  animation  pop  in  and  out  of  west¬ 
ern  macho  movies,  men  are  obscured  from 
view  (again  with  scratch  techniques)  while 
women  are  highlighted  and  made  promi¬ 
nent.  The  film  speeds  by,  leaving  the  viewer 
wanting  more.  What  else  can  we  retouch, 
recreate  in  our  own  image,  reinterpret  ac¬ 
cording  to  our  own  reality?  The  possibilities 
are  endless. 

I  mentioned  earlier  that  the  AIDS  crisis 
has  engendered  a  whole  movement  of  AIDS 
activist  films.  Two  of  the  “AIDS”  films 
that  I  screened  fit  neatly  into  that  category. 
In  fact,  Robert  Hilferty’s  Cirque  du  SIDA 
and  Jim  Hubbard’s  Elegy  in  the  Streets  are 
variations  on  the  same,  increasingly  com¬ 
mon,  theme.  Both  are  silent,  shot  in  color 
and  use  clips  from  the  same  ACT  UP  dem¬ 
onstrations,  AIDS  vigils  and  gay  pride  mar¬ 
ches.  Each  filmmaker  intercuts  his  in¬ 
dividual  chosen  vehicle  to  add  dimension 
and  meaning  to  the  activism.  In  Hilferty’s 
case,  the  circus  is  used  as  an  analogy  to  the 
activism  in  the  streets,  either  as  a  comment 
on  the  acrobatic  challenges  our  community 
has  had  to  face  or  as  a  comment  on  the  spec¬ 
tacle  of  AIDS  activism.  Hubbard  intercuts 
his  friend  who  had  AIDS:  the  human  face 
behind  the  cause.  The  footage  in  both  is 
standard,  uninspired.  By  now  there  are  very 
few  of  us  who  haven’t  seen  each  of  these 
demonstrations  in  every  “politically  cor¬ 
rect”  (read:  doctrinaire)  AIDS  activist  film 
or  video.  At  the  risk  of  taking  an  unpopular 
position,  I  have  to  say  that  a  great  deal  of 
“alternative”  AIDS  media  is  beginning  to 
have  a  conformity  of  its  own,  a  sort  of  “I’m 


one,  too”  AIDS  activist  orthodoxy. 

The  two  other  “AIDS”  films  I  screened, 
DHPG  Mon  Amour,  by  Carl  George,  and 
Song  From  an  Angel,  by  David  Weissman, 
verge  on  the  macabre.  DHPG  Mon  Amour 
bears  little  resemblance  to  its  namesake, 
Hiroshima,  Mon  Amour,  except  for  the  use 
of  voice-over  narration  and  backdrop  of 
tragedy.  Joe  Walsh  and  David  Connover  are 
shown  in  their  home.  Joe  makes  dinner  and 
watches  T.V.  while  David  administers 
DHPG  (Gancyclovir)  to  himself.  DHPG,  for 
those  who  don’t  know,  is  an  alternative 
AIDS  treatment  believed  to  be  effective  in 
controlling  CMV-retinitis,  a  virus  that  can 
ultimately  lead  to  blindness.  The  piece  is 
meant  to  be  a  testament  to  the  wonders  of 
DHPG  as  well  as  a  testimonial  of  some  of 
the  everyday  heroes  of  the  epidemic:  the 
people  challenging  the  staid  authority  of  the 
medical  establishment  by  resisting  the 
pressure  to  rely  on  AZT  as  the  only  treat¬ 
ment  for  AIDS. 

DHPG  may  well  be  a  wonder  drug,  but  it 
is  hard  to  tell  in  this  piece.  By  the  time  David 
and  Joe  added  the  voice-over  narration 
(three  months  after  the  film  was  shot)  David 
had  lost  his  vision.  Joe  has  to  explain  to 
David  what  he’s  doing  in  the  film,  so  he  can 
participate  in  the  narration.  We  are  told  that 
if  David  had  learned  about  DHPG  earlier  he 
would  not  have  lost  his  vision.  This  may  be 
true  but  we  have  to  take  it  on  faith. 

The  film  subverts  itself  by  telling  us  one 
thing  and  showing  us  another.  We  are  told 
that  DHPG  has  improved  the  quality  of 
David’s  life  immeasurably  while  we  see  that 
CMV  is  taking  its  toll  in  spite  of  the  drug. 
The  viewer  is  caught  in  a  double-bind  of 
wanting  to  appreciate  the  victory  song  of  the 
unsung  heroes  and  not  being  able  to  ignore 
the  fact  that  it’s  being  sung  off-key.  I  am  sure 
DHPG  is  an  effective  drug  for  some  and  I 
wholeheartedly  support  the  use  of  alter¬ 
native  treatments.  DHPG  Mon  Amour, 
however,  undercuts  its  own  articulated  pur¬ 
pose,  which  is  to  let  people  know  AZT  is  not 
the  only  game  in  town  and  to  show  how 
Gancyclovir  is  a  more  appropriate  treatment 
for  certain  conditions. 

Song  from  an  A  ngel  is  a  sardonic  film  that 
manages  to  be  funny  and  poignant  at  the 
same  time.  Shot  straight  on,  Rodney  Price, 
a  PWA  from  San  Francisco  (a  founding 
member  of  the  Angels  of  Light  theatrical 
troupe,  hence  the  title)  sings  a  show  tune 
from  his  wheelchair  about  having  AIDS.  At 
first  the  vision  of  an  emaciated  man  in 
hospital  garb  singing  a  campy  song  with 
lyrics  like  “I  need  donations  and  adoration 
’cause  I’ve  got  less  time  than  you”  is  discon¬ 
certing.  But  ultimately  it  is  refreshing  to  be 
given  permission  by  a  PWA  to  relax  a  little 
and  laugh  at  the  perversity  of  the  situation. 
The  campy  song  contrasted  with  the  stark 
presentation  creates  a  space  for  both  the 
comedy  and  the  tragedy  to  come  through:  a 
perfect  dramatic  balance. 

There  will  be  ups  and  downs  in  any  film 
festival.  In  that  respect  this  one  is  no  dif¬ 
ferent.  But  overall  The  New  York  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Experimental  Film  Festival 
challenges  the  boundaries  of  some  of  our 
communities  most  relevant  issues  in  in¬ 
novative  ways.  What  more  can  you  ask 
for?  □ 

Alisa  Lebow  is  a  freelance  writer,  poet  and 
video  producer  who  lives  in  Brooklyn.  She  is 
the  associate  video  producer  for  the  AIDS 
Discrimination  Division  of  the  New  York 
Commission  on  Human  Rights. 

Gay  fest 

Continued  from  page  3 

continued  to  confront  the  fundamentalists 
verbally,  but  the  police  continued  to  in¬ 
tervene  and  escalated  their  use  of  force,  he 
said.  Ultimately,  three  gay  activists  and 
three  fundamentalists  were  arrested,  and 
several  gay  activists  received  bruises  from 
the  billy  clubs. 

After  the  arrests,  police  ordered  the 
festival  organizers  to  lock  the  gates  of  the 
grounds,  preventing  people  from  entering  or 
leaving  for  about  an  hour. 

“The  police  over-reacted.  It’s  hard  to  say, 
but  I  don’t  think  things  would  have  esca¬ 
lated  between  us  and  the  fundamentalists  if 
the  police  had  not  intervened,”  said 
Kostopolus.  He  said  the  police  were  quoted 
by  the  media  as  saying  ACT  UP  had  caused 
the  incident  by  kissing  in  front  of  the  fun¬ 
damentalists. 

He  also  said  the  police  were  more  violent 
with  the  gay  activists  than  with  the  fun¬ 
damentalist  protesters.  “I  never  saw  or 
heard  of  our  people  taking  swings  at  fun¬ 
damentalists;  we  never  touched  them.  But 
they  did  attempt  to  touch  us.” 

□  filed  from  Boston 
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WOMN 


GET  CONECTED  WITH  ONE  OTHER  WOMEN 
FOR  PRIVATE  CONVERSATION . 


24  HRS 
ADULTS  ONLY 


10c  per  min.  20c  first  min. 

ONLY  $1.00  first  9  min. 


A  PORTION  OF  THE  PROFITS  FROM  \  550  WOMN 
ARE  BEING  USED  TO  ESTABLISH  AND  FUND 
THE  NEW  LESBIAN  AND  GAY  SERVICE  CENTER. 


Computer  Imaging 

See  yourself  in  several 
hairstyles  and  colors 
...in  30  minutes! 

Before  you  cut,  color  or  change  your  hairstyle  —  see  it  on  you 
without  any  risk!  And  through  the  magic  of  computer/video 
imaging  take  home  color  prints  or  a  videotape  of  your  new  look. 


•  Haistyling  -  $49  95  •  Makeup  -  $49.95  •  Color  Analysis  -  $29.95 

•  Cosmetic  Surgery  &  Dental  Cosmetic  Makeovers  -  Call  for  details 

Call  (508)  655-7888 
for  an  appointment 


conveniently  located  at  Routes  9  &  27 
264  North  Main  Street,  Natick,  MA 


ljew)n\age 


Centers 


Community  Research 
Initiative  of 
New  England 

338  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  Massachusetts 
02115 

617-424-1524 


HOSTS 

A  Community  Forum 
ON  DDI 


Thursday  Evening  September  28th,  1989  at  7:30PM  at 

Arlington  Street  Church  (Corner  of  Arlington  and  Boylston  Streets) 

Boston,  Massachusetts 

Guest  Speakers  Include: 

Deborah  Cotton,  M.D.  -  Beth  Israel  Hospital 

Howard  Liebman,  M.D.  -  Boston  City  Hospital 

Kenneth  Mayer,  M.D.  -  Memorial  Hospital,  Pawtucket,  RI 
(Board  Member,  CRI  of  New  England) 

Colin  McLaren,  Ph  D.  -  Bristol  Meyers  Company 


Please  come  to  this  important  meeting  to  discuss  the 
new  antiviral  drug,  DDI  and  potential  access  by  people 
with  HIV  infection. 


DIAL-AH- 


THE  LINE 
DEDICATED  TO 
AMERICAS 
HOTTEST  MEN 
LISTEN  TO 
MESSAGES  LEFT 
BY  HOT  G 
OR 
M 
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GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN  Box 
#  ,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addresses  to  GCN  Boxes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. _ 

GWF,  Prof;  caring  friend,  terrific  cook,  sensual  loving- 
lover;  searching  for  an  honest,  sensitive,  sensual,  caring 
lady;  30-40  yrs.  young  to  share  friendship,  emotions, 
trust,  love  and  lust.  Smokers,  drug  users,  heavy 
drinkers,  or  people  with  psychotic  unresolved  dependen¬ 
cy  conflicts  with  ex-lovers  nees  not  to  respond.  High  self 
esteem,  self  worth  and  morals  a  must.  1  will  answer  all 
honest  letter.  GCN  Box  370, _ (10) 

MICHAEL 

The  evening  star;  sharp  stones  and  hard  cocks.  Lake 
water  lapping;  Time  laughing.  I  miss  you  sweet,  sweet 
man,  Joseph _ (10) 

IS  FATHERHOOD  IN  YOUR  FUTURE? 
Professional  JL,  28,  Yale  graduate,  in  stable  relation¬ 
ship  seeks  M  for  friendship,  possibly  leading  to  paren- 
thood.  GCN  Box  368. _ 00) 

SANDY  HOOK  NJ  1/13 

Jim,  I’m  sorry  my  visit  to  Mass,  was  when  you  were 
away.  I  enjoyed  meeting  you  and  want  to  keep  in  touch. 
—  Michael.  GCN  Box  369 _ (11) 

SWH:  I  still  can’t  think  of  anything.  Except  that  I 
thought  sure  you  wanted  to  have  sex  with  Bob.  Love 
from  you  know  very  well  who. _ (10) 

LOOKING 

for  that  special  someone?  Or  maybe  more  than  one?  Try 
an  ad  in  GCN  today. _ 

GCN’s  circulation  department  is  looking  for  a  volunteer 
to  help  set  up  the  Friday  evening  mailing  party.  Learn 
about  the  exciting  world  of  newspaper  circulations  and 
meet  the  fabulous  Friday  staff  and  volunteers.  Please 
call  Jennie  at  GCN,  426-4469. _ 

OPEN  REHEARSAL 

of  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Freedom  Trail  Concert  and 
Marching  Band.  Tues.  Sept.  26,  7:30pm  at  the  YWCA, 
120  Clarendon.  More  info:  424-7025. _ (10) 


iJ  E  R  V  I  C  E  S 

SEXUAL  ABUSE  SURVIVORS  GROUP 

15-week  discussion  group  beginning  Oct.  for  women 
with  previous  survivors’  group  experience.  Weekly 
topics  on  present-day  concerns.  $25/session.  Insurance 
accepted.  Debbie  Sosin,  L1CSW,  643-2989. _ (11) 

COMPUTER  HELP  BY  PHONE 
Expert  consultation  and  training  on  dBase,  Lotus,  word 
processing,  etc.  Database  systems  setup  by  user-friendly 
programmer.  Troubleshooting  on  IBM  compatibles, 
Kaypros.  Resonable  rates.  Discounts  for  peace/justice 
groups.  Betsy  Duren,  (602)  881-3630. _ (10) 

EXCELLENT 

carpentry  work  done. ..14  yrs  experience.  Very 
reasonable  rates.  References.  Mornings,  evenings,  Pam 
Bearden.  427-2355.  Also  in  search  of  country  space  to 
rent  for  my  camper. _ (11) 

ARE  YOU  IN  A  RELATIONSHIP  NOT  RECOGNIZED  BY 
LAW? 

The  Last  Will  and  Testament  and  Durable  Power  of  At¬ 
torney  are  legal  tools  you  can  use  to  protect  yourself  and 
your  loved  ones.  Our  complete,  inexpensive  and  easy  to 
use  services  will  allow  you  to  legally  designate  the  per¬ 
sons)  you  entrust  to  administer  your  wishes  upon 
disablement  or  death.  For  a  FREE  brochure  call  now 
1-800-669-0280. _ (18) 

FLUTE  LESSONS 

John  Ranck,  doctorate,  Manhattan  School  of  Music. 
(617)  265-9176.  Emphasis  on  practice  techniques.  Use 
your  time  to  its  best  advantage. _ (10) 


A1 


N  NO  U  N  CEMENTS 


REPRODUCTIVE  FREEDOM  COALITION 

Third  meeting  of  pro-choice  coalition  forming  to  fight  for 
abortion  rights  and  reproductive  freedom,  Wednesday 
September  13  at  100  Arlington  St.  UMass  Boston  7:00pm.  (1 1) 

BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Free  on-going  support  group  for  women  currently  or  formerly 
experiencing  physical,  emotional  or  sexual  abuse  by  a  woman 
partner.  Call  HAWC  at  508-744-6841  for  info  and  support. 
_ (20) 

GET  PUBUSHED! 

GCN’s  news  dept  seeks  a  volunteer 
to  write  news  notes.  News  writing  experience  not  necessary.  5 
hr/week  (flexible).  Call  Kelly  at  4264469  for  more  info, 

GCN’s  circulation  department  is  looking  for  a  volunteer  to 
help  set  up  the  Friday  evening  mailing  party.  Leant  about  the 
exciting  world  of  newspaper  circulations  and  meet  the 
fabulous  Friday  staff  and  volunteers.  Please  cal  Jennie  at 
GCN,  426-4469. _ 


1/ 

Agoraphobia  Services 

I  anxiety  •  phobias  •  stress 

Dr.  Laurie  Livingston 

Licensed  Psychologist 


720  Washington  Street 
Nantucket  Building 
Hanover.  MA  02339 

(617)  826-2466 


1141  Beacon  Street 
Suite  1 

Brookline.  MA  02146 

(617)  734-5779 


No.  Mass  &  So.  NH 
Gay  Counseling 
Services 


Gerald  Matison,  L.I.C.S.W. 

Andover  Psychotherapy 
10  High  Street 
Andover,  MA  01810 
(508)  475-6950 


Gay  Community  News  classifieds 


My  heading  is 


FLAMER! 

Max.  20  characters 

BOLD 

Max.  30  characters 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room'  |ust  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  of  25<  per  word  (35«  per  word  for  business  ads) 

Basic  cost. 

dlNon-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  25c 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business:  $8  for  1st  25  words;  351  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs  $ 

Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x  . 

C  Bold  ($1 .50  x _ 


My  category  is: 

□  PERSONALS  C  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  □  SUMMER  RENTALS  □  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  C  PUBLICATIONS  □  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □  RIDES  □  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


_ _  number  of  runs)  $. 

.  number  of  runs)  $. 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $ 

Discounts 

]  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10%  $. 

2 1 -30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $_ 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  S  . 

I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  52  $ 

Subtotal  $  . 

Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box .  $4  for  6  weeks  $  _ 

-  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks  $  _ 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe!  $  . 

US:  $33  .  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□$15  per  column  inch 
_ inches  x  $15  $_ 

Total  $  _ 


•Deadline;  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday’s  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 


Name 

Address. 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip 


Phone  (_ 


E  R  V  I  C  E  S 
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PERSONAL  HEALTH  - 

•General  Medical  Care  *Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

I 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 

1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-3459^ — 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 

DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


E  L  P  WANTED 

HELP  FOR  ABUSED  WOMEN  AND  THEIR 
CHILDREN,  INC.,  growing  North  Shore  org.  seeks  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Director  with  demonstrated  ability  in  non-profit 
administration;  including  fundraising,  proposal  writing, 
financial  management  and  supervision.  Minimum  2 
years  experience  agency  management*  B.A.  degree. 
Salary  range  28K-34K;  excellent  benefits.  Send  resume, 
writing  sample  and  3  references  to  Deborah  Boggs,  15 
Johnson  St.,  Lynn,  MA  01902  by  9/29/89.  EEO/AA 
employer. _ (11) 

CHIROPRACTIC  ASSISTANT 

Needed  immediately  for  hardworking,  friendly  Arl¬ 
ington  office.  Part  time,  20  hours.  Will  train.  Health 
Benefits  included.  Call  now:  641-2510. _  (10*)) 

WORK  FOR  PEACE  AND  JUSTICE 
Change  U.S.  policy  towards  Central  America.  The  Cen¬ 
tral  American  Solidarity  Association  is  hiring  evening 
phone  bankers  for  $7.15  an  hour.  Please  call  Malkah  or 
Pam  at  492-8699. _ (11) 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 

THe  AIDS  Project  seeks  full-time  executive  director. 
Applicants  should  have  administrative  experience  with 
non-profit  agency.  Duties  include  budget  and  fiscal 
management,  personnel  supervision,  resource  develop¬ 
ment  and  planning  and  program  administration. 

Master’s  level  or  equivalent  experience  in  health  ad¬ 
ministration,  social  services  or  public  administration. 
Salary  commensurate  with  experience  and  qualifica¬ 
tions.  Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 

Send  resume,  salary  expectation  and  cover  letter 
stating  experience  and  interest  by  October  15,  1989: 

The  Search  Committee 
The  AIDS  Project 
22  Monument  Square,  5th  Floor 
Portland,  Maine  04101 

_ 00) 

ATTENTION  —  HIRING!  Government  jobs  —  your 
area.  Many  immediate  openings  without  waiting  list  or 
test.  $17, 840-569,485.  Call  1-602-838-8885.  Ext.  R6433. 
_ (10) 

ATTENTION:  EARN  MONEY  READING  BOOKS! 
$32, 000/year  income  potential.  Details  (1)  602-838-8885. 
Ext.  Bk  6433. _ (10) 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 

Experienced  L1CSW  or  licensed  psychologist  for 
women’s  group  practice  Newburyport  area. 
508-465-1061. _ (10) 

LIVE-IN  OR  PART-TIME 

Personal  care  attendants  to  assist  female  professional 
disabled  activist  and  friendly  cat  named  Beaver.  No  ex¬ 
perience  necessary  but  must  have  a  driver’s  license  and 
be  responsible,  mature  and  energetic.  Live-in  gets  free 
rent  plus  $215/wk.  Weekdays  5-10pm  $177/wk. 
Weekends  $180.  Call  731-6228. _ (38) 

ACT  IN  TV  COMMERCIALS 

High  pay,  no  experience... All  ages  kids,  teens,  young 
adults,  families,  mature  people,  animals,  etc.  Call  now! 
Charm  Studios  l-(800)  447-1530  Ext.  7677. _ (12) 


EXPERIENCED 
PRESS  OPERATOR 
2-COLOR  STRIPPER 


Multi-racial  printing 
collective  seeks  new 
members.  Self-managed  union 
shop,  part  of  the  movement  for 
political,  social  and  economic 
change  for  15  years.  Minimum 
two  years  experience  necessary. 
People  of  color  and  women  are 
encouraged  to  apply. 

RED  SUN  PRESS 

94  Green  Street 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 

(61 7)  524-6822 


PEOPLE  WITH 
AIDS 

NEED  YOU 


If  you're  interested  in  providing  health 
care  to  people  with  AIDS.  The  Visiting 
Nurse  Association  of  Boston  has  a 
unique  opportunity.  Currently,  we  are 
training  Home  Health  Aides  to  work 
specifically  with  people  with  AIDS.  We 
will  certify  you  as  a  Home  Health  Aide. 
Serve  your  community  and  provide 
personal  care  to  people  who  need 
your  help. 

•  Flexible  schedule 

•  Paid  training  provided 

•  Benefits  available 

Interested  candidates  should  call  |im 
McCarthy,  RN,  at  (617)  426  7950. 

An  equal  opportunity  employer 

Visiting  Nurse  Association  of  Boston 

75  Arlington  Street,  Boston, -MA  02116 


OOMMATE  WANTED 


LF  33  seeks  LF  25-plus  to  share  large  sunny  2  bdrm  in 
quiet  Cambridge  neighborhood.  Near  Harvard  and 
Porter  Sqs.  Avail  Oct.  1st.  450-plus.  492-0837.  (11) 

LF  with  I  dog,  2  cats  seeking  female  roommate  to  share  large  2 
bedroom  Mission  Hill  apt.  Near  Greenline.  $3M  plus  util. 

73M74I. _ |M) 

Discreet  Lesbian  Professional  seeks  1  or  2  housemates  to 
share  4  bedroom  2  bath  3  story  Natick  home.  Quiet,  safe 
neighborhood.  Convenient  to  Pike,  Route  9,  Commuter 
Rail,  Lakes,  State  Park.  Big  yard,  spacious  sunny 
rooms,  2  fireplaces,  DW,  W/D.  $600.00  for  2  people. 

Negotiable  for  l-(508)-6S  1-0098. _ (U) 

DAVIS  SQ.  SOMERVILLE 

LF  26-plus  for  nice  2bdrm  near  Redline  and  Bus.  No 
pets,  cigarettes,  drugs.  Gay,  straight,  bi-,  Democrats, 
Republicans,  OK.  Not  into  “isms.”  Call  before  9:30pm, 
623-7415. _ (U) 

THERE’S  NO  PLACE  UKE  HOME 
GWM  27  Professional  non/smkr  seeks  same  to  share 
spac.  8rm  apt.  Pkng  dog/cat  Jones  Hill  Dorchester. 
lst/Last/sec.  $400/mo  plus  Vi  util.  Bob,  leave  message 
265-4346. _ (U) 

LF,  36,  seeks  quiet  F  for  Cambridge  sunny  2  bedroom, 
freshly  renovated  apartment  with  screened  porch.  Five 
minutes  from  T,  groceries,  laundry.  No  smoke/pets, 
min.  alcohol.  Rent  negotiable  for  housework  or  part 
time  occupancy.  $310-plus.  491-2298. _ (U) 

ARLINGTON 

BiF  and  SF,  28  and  30,  seek  F  25-plus  for  3  BR  2fl  apt. 
in  house  near  bus.  No  smoking,  no  pets,  semi-coop,  veg. 
$325  plus  available  Oct.  1. 646-1295. _ (H) 

SUBLET  10/15-3/1 5  OR  EARLIER 
Davis  Square  Somerville  (reopened)  Zi  house,  duplex, 
across  T,  $650.00/month  plus  util,  plus  sec.  dep.  Possi¬ 
ble  roommate  situation  for  one  after  March,  call  Lisa 
625-2159. _ (10) 

2LFs  seek  LF  for  3br  apt  in  3  family  house.  W/D, 
porch,  cat  ok,  nosmoke.  $341  plus  available  immed  call 
Betsy,  Chris,  623-1588. _ (10) 

JP  CO-OP  AVAILABLE  NOW 

2LFs  seek  2LFs  for  nice  apartment  with  dog/cats.  We 
are  friendly,  political,  cooperative.  Flexible  starting 
date.  $245/$285  heat  included.  Near  T.  Call  522-0405. 
_ (10) 

LF  41  seeks  LF  30-plus  for  nice  JP  apt,  porches,  trees, 
cats,  near  parks,  T.  Am  semi-veg,  non-smoking,  in¬ 
dependent,  friendly,  energetic.  $316-pius.  Sept.  15  or 
Oct.  1.  Call  Tusi  524-1812. _ (10) 

HOME  ON  THE  HILL 

LF  looking  for  roommate,  fantastic  apartment,  hard¬ 
wood  floors,  fireplace,  two  porches,  safe  neighborhood, 
close  to  T  and  J.P.  Looking  for  non-smoker.  Semi-coop 
375-plus  immediate  occup.  (H)  265-8275,  (W)  495-9460. 

_ (10) 

CAMBRIDGEPORT  COOP 

Male  housemate  needed  for  funky,  progressive,  semi- 
veg,  semi-coop  home  in  beautiful  Cambridgeport  for 
October  1st  or  sooner.  Call  864-1466,  evenings  best. 

LF  27  with  two  dogs  seeks  one  or  two  roommates  to 
share  lstfir  in  Cambridge  house.  Dishwasher,  w/d, 
yard,  near  bus/T.  $300-450.  Call  Madeline  354-5528. 
_ (10) 

2LFs  35-plus  sk  LF  30-plus  for  Porter  Sq.  apt.,  near 
“T”,  stores,  $359-plus.  Call  776-6158. _ (10) 

DAVIS  SQUARE 

2  LF,  1  GM  seek  3rd  LF  25-plus  for  progressive  indepen¬ 
dent  household.  Non-smoker,  no  pets  (have  1  cat). 
$200/mo.-plus  utils.  Avail  now  1. 497-7828  ask  for  Julie 
or  Frank. _ (11) 

LARGE  COUNTRY  HOUSE 

GW  GM.  Couples  or  singles.  Privacy  on  75  acres.  Be¬ 
tween  Boston  and  Providence.  Off  of  495,  Norton,  call 
(508)  285-9849.  No  more'pets.  - _ (10) 

SUBLET  IN  BROOKLINE 

2-bdrm  apt,  Oct. -Feb.  $559/mo.  Near  T.  Call  Vicki 
(508)  355-4646. _ (10) 

Porter  Square  —  60  seconds  from  ‘T’  and  stores,  nice 
apartment  in  good  neighborhood  needs  IF,  any  age  or 
shoe  size,  to  live  with  2  amusing  LF’s.  No  smoking  pets. 
358-plus.  776-6158 _ (10) 

PONDSIDE  APT  IN  JAMAICA  PLAIN 
Woman  30-plus  seeks  same  to  share  beautiful  spacious 
apt.  Yard/fireplace/WD/Nr.  T.  No  smk/drgs/pets. 
Avail.  Oct.  1.  $400s-plus.  Responsible  chocolate  lovers 
call  Kathy  522-7446. _ (10) 


TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 

AD 

□ 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed 
Roommate”  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 
□ 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


Cl  USING  WANTED 

I  NEED  CHEAP  APT.  FAST 

GCN  staff  member  seeks  cheap  (!)  apt.  for  Fall.  (Rent  control 
would  be  great).  I’m  non-smoker  —  smoker’s  o.k  -  fum 
easygoing  and  responsible,  too.  Call  Margaret  M-F  42M469 
or  7384244. _ _ _  _ _ © 

$500  REWARD 

GCN  writer  seeks  one  bdrm  apt  in  Cambridge/Somerville  are. 
S500  or  less  (please  don’t  laugh).  $500  reward  for  rent  control. 
Call  Liz  6254277,  _ _ _ _ (?) 

VICTORIAN  BRIGHTON 

L  prof  couple  and  child  offer  furnished  room  in  large  house 
near  T,  w/d,  $350/mo.  or  negotiate  housework/childcare 
deduction.  No  smoking,  no  pets  254-5929. _ (11) 

Jones  Hill  Dorchester  2  room  studio  in  lesbian  owned  house, 
offstrt  prkg,  sundeck,  trees,  air,  view,  avail  10/1,  $515  incl.  all, 
436-2583.  _ (12) 

Jamaica  Plain,  beautiful  newly  rennovated  2-3  bedroom, 
wood  floors,  quiet,  sunny,  spacious,  near  T  &  shops.  $950. 
524-0921. _ 00) 

STEPS  TO  ASHMONT 

Large  3  bedroom,  living,  room,  kitchen,  den,  and  parking 
now  available  900.00  per  month.  282-7902. _ (11) 

SHORT  TERM/PART  TIME 

Need  a  flexible  situation?  GF  37  offers  apt  to  mature,  quiet 
GF/M,  Harvard  medical  area.  Close  to  trains.  Please  call 
442-4693  or  leave  message. _ (c) 

Jones  Hill  Dorchester,  sunny  one  bedrm  studio  in  lesbian 
owned  house,  offstreet  parking,  trees,  air,  view,  avail  8/15  or 
9/1 ,  $545  incl  all,  436-2583.  (10) 


R 


E  A  L  ESTATE 

ATTENTION  —  GOVERNMENT  HOMES  from  $1 
(U-repair).  Delinquent  tax  property.  Repossessions.  Call 
1-602-838-8885.  Ext.  GH  6433.  _ (10) 


O  R 


S  ALE 


HOUSE  FOR  SALE 

Jamaica  Plain  —  O.H.  Sun.  9/17,  12-2pm  at  No.  8 
Eastland  Rd.  (off  Bourne  St.)  Cape  style  3  bd,  1  Vi  bth, 
gar,  yard,  hdwd  firs,  fp.  reduced  to  177K  owner 
524-3423 

_ (10) 

ATTENTION  —  GOVERNMENT  SEIZED 
VEHICLES  from  $100.  Fords,  Mercedes,  Corvettes, 
Chevys.  Surplus  Buyers  Guide.  1-602-838-8885  Ext.  A 
6433.  _ (10) 


A  C  A  T  I  O  N  S 

P-TOWN  CONDO  GETAWAY 

beautiful,  ocean-front  studio  condo  with  deck  and  in¬ 
credible  ocean  view.  Weekly  rentals  or  long  weekends. 
September  and  October.  Reasonable  rates.  Call  (413) 
5864999. _ (10) 

GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

Spend  long,  lazy  days  by  our  heated  pool,  cool  nights  by 
a  crackling  fire  or  in  our  hot  tub.  Enjoy  this  beautiful 
100  acre  mountain  setting  with  spectacular  fall  colors! 
HIGHLANDS  INN,  Box  1 18G,  Bethlehem,  NH,  03574. 
(603)  869-3978.  Grace  and  Judi,  Innkeepers. _ (19) 


G' 


C  N  SPECIALS 


A  COPY  MACHINE: 

WE  NEED  ONE  BAD 

GCN  needs  a  medium-sized  (not  huge)  copy  machine. 
Do  you  have  one  you  might  donate  or  sell  cheaply?  Do 
you  know  of  anyone  who  would?  All  for  a  good  cause 
and  very  tax -deductible.  Call  Natalie  at  GCN  426-4469 

INDEXER  NEEDED! 

If  you  would  like  to  help  update  the  GCN  title  index, 
please  call  Mike  at  426-4469.  No  experience  necessary. 
Very  light  typing.  No  need  to  be  speedy. _ 

CHEAP!!! 

Goldengate  Cullinet  software  package  for  PC  com¬ 
puters.  Contains  spreadsheet,  database,  graph,  edit,  in¬ 
formation  management,  emulator,  and  profile  func¬ 
tions.  Market  value  $695.  Will  sell  for  $300-350.  Call 
Natalie,  426-4469. _ 

TYPEWRITERS  ANYONE? 

Our  old  faithful  IBM  Selectrics  are  dying  and  we  still 
need  to  have  1  or  2  around  to  fill  out  forms,  etc.  If  you 
have  one  you’d  like  to  get  rid  of,  please  call  Mike  at 
GCN,  4264469.  Thanks. _ 

DICTIONARIES  NEEDED! 

The  average  educational  level  of  prisoners  is  junior  high 
school  (meaning  that  many  haven’t  even  finished 
elementary  school).  Both  because  they  have  “time”  now 
and  because  they  need  to  understand  the  pretentious 
“legalese”  and  other  language  of  the  system,  they  need 
dictionaries. 

Please  consider  keeping  an  eye  out  for  “deals”  and 
picking  up  a  few  for  us  to  send  out,  THANKS! _ 

GCN  News  and  Features  writers  need  cassette  recorders. 
If  you  have  a  working  one  that  you’re  not  using,  or  want 
to  donate  one,  it  would  be  well  used.  Thank  you. 


RELATIONSHIP  STRUGGLES? 

New  audiotape  gives  support  and  steps  to  resolve  con¬ 
flict.  Based  on  bestseller  Lesbian  Couples.  $11.95 
postpaid  to  Seal  Press,  3131  Western  Ave,  No.  410, 
Seattle,  WA  98121. _ (15) 

BREAKTHROUGH! 

Political  journal  of  Prairie  Fire  Organizing  Committee, 
Spring  1989  issue.  Women  of  the  Philippine  Revolution 
—  Interview  with  Makibaka;  The  Post-Feminist  Mysti¬ 
que;  speech  by  PISD  (People  with  Immune  System 
Disorders);  Crack  and  Black  Youth.  $3  including 
postage.  John  Brown  Book  Club,  POB  1422,  San  Fran- 
cisco,  CA  941 14, _ 

Do  you  need  facts  about  menopause?  Does  the 
stereotyping  of  older  women  make  you  angry?  Do  you 
want  to  be  part  of  an  Older  Feminists  Network? 
Broomstick,  a  bimonthly  national  magazine  by,  for  and 
about  women  over  forty.  Annual  subs  (US  funds  only) 
U.S.  $15,  Canada  $20,  Overseas  and  Institutions  $25. 
Sliding  scale  available.  Sample  copy  $3.50.  3543  18  St. 
#3,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 10, _ 

DIG  IT!  Poem  gay  high  and  unemployed.  Real  Man’s 
Fag  $2  —  PPD.  53  Nahant  Ave.  Winthrop,  Mass. 
02 1 52.  Mell  Green,  cash  stamps  barter  no  checks.  ( 10) 


GAYELLOW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973.  Accom¬ 
modations.  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc.,  etc  .  etc  (area  codes 
and  zip  codes  loo') 

USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4.50;  includes  Manhattan  bar 
notes  &  women's  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama.  Arkansas  N.  &  S. 
Carolina,  Florida,  Georgia.  Kansas,  Kentucky,  Louisiana, 
Mississippi.  Missouri.  New  Mexico.  Oklahoma.  Puerto 
Rico,  Tennessee.  Texas.  Virginia. 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticut,  Delaware, 
District  of  Columbia.  Maine,  Maryland,  Massachusetts. 
New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania.  Rhode  Island,  Ver¬ 
mont,  W.  Virginia. 

Renaissance  House,  Box  292GCN  Village  Station,  NY,  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail;  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential.  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  for  further  information,  send 
stamped,  self-addressed  business-size  envelope  Please 
contact  us  for  prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books,  598  Yonge  St. ,  Toronto,  Ontario 
M4Y  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  for  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1.50;  sub.  $6;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  No.  236G,  SF,  CA  941 14. 
_ (ex) 

With  incisive  reporting  and  thoughtful  analysis  IN 
THESE  TIMES  offers  the  very  best  in  alternative  American 
journalism.  We’ve  built  our  reputation  on  addressing 
the  issues  the  mainstream  media  ignores,  and  that’s  why 
our  unique  point-of-view  has  been  trusted  by  thousands 
of  readers  for  over  a  decade.  Why  not  see  for  yourself? 
You  may  order  a  subscription  by  calling  800-435-0715 
(in  Illinois  call  800-892-0753)  or  by  writing  to  IN  THESE 
TIMES,  1912  Debs  Ave.,  Mt.  Morris,  IL  61054,  (17.36) 

OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation’s  oldest 
women’s  newsjournal.  Analysis,  reviews,  conference 
coverage,  and  news  —  on  health,  feminist  theory, 
reproductive  rights,  civil  rights  and  political  work 
among  working,  disabled,  incarcerated,  old,  and  poor 
women,  women  of  color,  lesbians  and  women  from 
every  continent,  $15/11  issues.  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O. 
Box  827,  Cambridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617) 
625-7885.  _ (ex) 

WOMEN  OF  POWER:  “A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
single  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885.  (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS 

The  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is  49 
pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  timely  sexual  ad¬ 
vice  and  news  columns.  We  are  quarterly,  national,  uni¬ 
que  and  provocative.  $28/year  sub/$6  single  issue.  ON 
OUR  BACKS,  526  Castro,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 14(ex) 

WOMEN’S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since  1983. 
Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and  abroad. 
Subscriptions:  $15/U.S.,  $18/Canada,  $25/institutions. 
Free  sample  on  request.  THE  WOMEN’S  REVIEW, 
Wellesley  Women’s  Research  Center,  Wellseley,  MA 
02181, _ (ex) 

BLACK/OUT 

Special  10th  Anniv.  edition  of  Black /Out  now  available. 
This  bi/annual  magazine  from  the  National  Coalition 
for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  contains  essays,  reviews, 
poetry,  news  and  announcements  concerning  the  Black 
Lesbian  and  Gay  community.  Sample  copy  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  1  year  subscription  (2  issues)  $10  to 
BLACK/OUT,  c/o  NCBLG,  19641  West  Seven  Mile, 
Detroit,  Ml  48219. _ (ex) 


APQRDABLE  TYPESETTING 

is  not  a  myth! 


4.  5  A 

S  i  .« 
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Let  GCN  supply  your  typesetting  needs  . . .  you’ll  be 
supporting  a  good  cause,  and  saving  money  at  the 
same  time.  For  information  call  our  offices  at 
(617)426-4469,  or  call  Wayne  at  (617)353-1925. 


ON  IT!  $2  dig  it!  $2  gay  art  now  poetry.  Reel  High  Fag. 
Mell  Green  53  Nahant  Av.  Winthrop  Mass.  02152.  Cash 
stamps  barter  only.  (10) 

BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $12  for  one 
year’s  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  110, 
Cambridge,  MA02139.  _ (16.33) 


BCAN/ZAT/ONS 

OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174. _ (15.48) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  584  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114. 
(16.1) _ 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 
Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 

meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 

523-7363  for  info. _ (15,32) 

MAN1BOY  LOVE 

Intergenerational  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free. 
Bulletin  $1.00  NAMBLA,  P.O.  Box  1923,  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  63118. _ (7) 


Prisoners 
Seeking 
Friends 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 


APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU025522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 _ 

POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complete  moving  service.  7  days  a  week.  New  and  used 
boxes.  Inside  heated  storage  lockers.  Truck  and  equip- 
menl  rentals.  We  load/unload  your  truck.  522-0826. 


o 

From  $18  /  hr. 

> 

•  MAXI-VANS 

o 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

CO 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

c 

•  LIC.  and  INS. 

o 

nr 

236-1848 

IF  YOU  WANT  PEACE, 
WORK  FOR  JUSTICE 


TV/TS  Renaissance  newsletter  FREE!!! 

Excellent  newsletter  on  TV/TS  experience  is 
FREE  to  TV/TS  prisoners.  Write  to  Renaissance 
Education  Assoc,  Box  1263,  King  of  Prussia  PA 
19406. 


AIDS  &  PRISONS 

Free  booklet  available  by  writing  to: 
A  CL  U  National  Prison  Project,  1616  P  St 
NW,  Washington  DC  20036. 


My  name  is  Robin.  I’m  26,  a  Capricorn.  I  like 
the  outdoors,  music,  reading,  horses,  motor¬ 
cycles  and  Lesbians.  I’m  looking  for  penpals,  so 
if  you  are  interested,  write.  Robin  TIETZ,  Box 
7,  Shakopee  MN  55379. _ 

B/F  Butch,  35,  interested  in  older  Lady,  40s. 

I’m  masculin.  Don’t  play  heads  games.  Take  it 
from  me  girl,  I  know  your  out  there  somewhere. 
Come  to  me.  Ruby  JOHNSON,  F02516,  Box 
8540,  Pembroke  Pines  FL  33024. 


I 


Gay  man,  30,  love  camping,  outdoors,  music. 
Looking  for  friendship  with  someone  in  the  gay 
community.  Pat  MULVEHILL,  833276  (1148), 
Box  158,  Lowell  FL  32663. _ 

I’m  alone  in  here.  I  would  like  to  meet  good  peo¬ 
ple,  perhaps  an  older  gay  man  who  has  a  good 
understanding  of  his  life  and  pursuit  of  hap¬ 
piness.  Daniel  THOMAS,  106903,  Box  514, 
Granite  OK  73547. _ 

I‘m  daring  all  fat  healthy  gay  males  or  females  to 
drop  this  3X10  a  few  lines.  The  bigger  the  weight 
the  more  I  love  it.  So  all  you  2  tons  of  fun  write 
this  true  sistha  (‘Duchess’).  Earl  MAYFIELD, 
392766,  PO  Box  4500,  Tenn.  Colony  TX  75861 
Gay  male  looking  for  someone  for  a  lasting 
friendship.  Terry  MINER,  189-074,  Box  45699, 
Lucasville  OH  45699. 

MICHIGAN  LEGAL  HELP! 

I  have  filed  a  ‘Bivens’  action  in  federal  court.  I 

■  have  a  well-documented  history  of  migraine 

■  headaches  and  have  been  refused  treatment. 
gThis  is  a  classic  8th  amendment  violation  but  on- 

■  ly  an  attorney  an  obtain  an  equitable  award  in 

Ss  the  damages  suit  I’m  filing.  I’m  willing  to  give  90 
percent  of  any  monies  won  to  an  attorney.  The 
■  case  is  89-72405  and  the  judge  is  Zatkoff.  Please 
S  write.  Laurence  LAPINSKY,  02325-284,  Box 
■  1000,  Milan  MI  48160. _ 

I  am  a  kind  person  who  would  highly  appreciate 
corresponding  in  letters  with  sincere  penpals. 
Thank  you  very  much.  Norman  Leon 
GOODLOE,  22410,  Box  473,  Westville  IN 

46391.  _ 

I‘m  incarcerated  but  it  doesn’t  stop  me  from 
having  a  positive  mental  attitude.  I’m  reaching 
out  for  someone  who  needs  a  pure  and  real 
human  exchange  like  I  do,  someone  to  talk  to. 
I’m  majoring  in  accounting  in  college,  and  I’m 
creative,  sensitive  and  robust.  Eldridge  DAVIS, 
179-178,  Box  45699.  Lucasville  OH  45699. 
Streisand  &  Sinatra 

I  would  love  to  hear  from  someone.  I  like 
music,  mostly  mood  music.  In  order  to  get 
mellowed  out  I  listen  to  Streisand  and  Sinatra.  I 
used  to  be  a  member  of  the  Johnny  Mathis  fan 
club.  It  would  be  nice  to  have  someone  to  talk 
with.  Roger  C.  PERRY,  77853-011,  Box  4000, 
Springfield,  MO  65808. _ 

Very  passable  (sometimes  pretty!)  pre-op 
transsexual,  19,  hopefully  getting  out  soon, 
seeks  correspondence  with  anyone  who  owns  a 
pencil,  pen,  typewriter,  word  processor,  or 
some  form  of  communication  device.  I  feel  like 
a  bottomless  pit  (alone).  Please  write.  I’m  sink¬ 
ing  fast!  David  (Sunshine)  WORKMAN,  47803, 
Box  700,  Canon  City  CO  81212. 

POET/WRITER  doing  LIFE 
I  love  books,  writing,  and  movies.  Thanks  for 
the  paper.  [Prisoner  Project  note:  Vernon  is  a 
wonderful  poet.]  Vernon  MAULSBY,  Y-4429, 
Box  244,  Graterford  PA  19426. _ 

Tall,  handsome,  30,  seeking  a  relationship  with 
an  honest  individual.  No  nude  pictures! 
Michael  WESTMARK,  13826,  Box  400, 
Rawlins  WY  82301. _ 

Would  like  to  receive  letters  from  others  in¬ 
terested  in  friendship.  Johnny  HINES,  42030, 
1012  W.  Columbia,  Farmington  MO  63640. 

Athletic  male,  who  finds  GCN  very  commen¬ 
dable,  seeks  friendly  companion.  Joe  JONES, 
Box  215,  Maury  NC  28554. _ 

I’m  lonely  and  would  like  to  have  a  gay  friend 
to  write.  My  interests  are  drawing,  decorating, 
photography,  health  and  fitness  and  the  out¬ 
doors.  I’d  like  to  get  a  good  conversation 
started  with  someone.  John  T.  MORROW, 
033817  (N-6),  Box  699-W,  Sneads  FL  32460. 


A  friend  told  me  maybe  you  could  help  me  to  g 

find  someone  to  correspond  with.  I  love  | 
animals.  My  sign  is  Libra.  I  like  music,  draw-  = 
ing,  dancing,  karate.  I’m  Mexican-American.  g 
I’m  looking  for  a  friend  to  write  to,  and  give  a  g 
reason  to  smile  sometimes.  Thank  you.  Gloria  m 
GARCIA,  1023561,  1301  Franklin  St  (3C5),  ■ 
Houston  TX  77002. 

i 


Sfc 


PWA  support 

I  know  of  10  different  people  that  have  AIDS  in 
here  and  as  a  result  are  persecuted  and  hound¬ 
ed.  It  makes  me  sick.  The  last  thing  they  need  is 
harassment  from  others.  They  can’t  pass  it  on 
by  playing  cards  or  eating  at  the  same  table  with 
you,  so  why  be  so  mean  to  a  down  person?? 
Your  GCN  paper  has  helped  many  of  the  con¬ 
fused  people  here  get  it  straight  and  understand 
ourselves.  If  my  views  sound  radical,  well,  this 
virus  is  a  radical  threat  here  and  all  over.  It’s  all 
of  our  problem.  It’s  time  for  us  to  stick  together 
more.  Mike  COLLIER,  48905,  2605  State  St, 
Salem  OR  97310. _ 

My  nick  name  is  ‘Goldie’  and  I’m  writing  in 

regards  of  a  pinpal.  I’m  31,  nice  looking  and 
don’t  have  a  companion  in  my  life.  I  need  some¬ 
one  in  my  life.  James  KING,  149040,  1012  W. 
Columbia,  Farmington  MO  63640 


Attn  TERRY  DRAKE!  Please  contact  Dee  Jay 
McClure,  45626,  Box  1568,  Hutchinson  KS 
67504.  Very  much  want  to  be  in  touch.  Love. 


NY  LEGAL  HELP  NEEDED!!! 

While  being  beaten  by  some  police,  I  bit  one. 
WHen  they  forced  me  to  take  the  HIV  test,  I 
tested  positive.  They  made  my  results  totally 
public  and  charged  me  with  First  Degree  At¬ 
tempted  Murder!!  Can  someone  give  me  some 
legal  help,  please?!  Please  write.  Frank  CON¬ 
TE,  Oneida  County  Jail,  Judd  Rd,  Oriskany 
NY  13424. 


I  should  have  known  something  was  wrong 
when  my  travel  agent  offered  me  that  free  vaca¬ 
tion  package.  Oh  well,  ...  I’m  31,  enjoy  graphic 
design,  working  out  and  intelligent  minds.  I’m 
educated  and  would  like  to  write  someone  m 
serious,  funny,  caring  and  honest.  A  BrentB 
EARLS,  Box  700,  44604,  Canon  City  COB 
81212. 


I’m  a  black  stud,  36,  and  I  get  very  long  and 
hard  over  TVs  and  TSs.  I’d  like  to  be  penpals 
with  one  of  you  girls.  Let’s  get  it  on!  Lamont 
CALLOWAY,  51167,  Rincon  HU4,  10,000  S. 
Wilmont,  Tucson  AZ  85777. 


I  would  like  to  hear  from  anyone,  black  or 
white,  prisoners  ok  also.  I’m  truthful  and 
sincere  and  have  no  one  to  write  to  at  all. 
Richard  POORMAN,  97168,  3001  W.  Hwy 
146,  LaGrange  KY  40032. 


Intelligent  Puerto  Rican  gay  man  would  like  to 
hear  from  anyone.  Race  unimportant.  I  have 
long  black  hair  and  a  sexy  ass  and  body,  (aka 
Venus).  Toni  CAMPOS,  82A  1626,  Wende  Rd 
PO  Box  1187,  Alden  NY  14004. 


25  yr  Queen,  lonely  and  bored  and  needs  com¬ 
pany  in  writing.  Looking  for  pleasant  conversa¬ 
tion  from  people  in  the  slow  lane.  Can’t  write 
prisoners.  Thank  you  for  your  help.  Lawrence 
MUELLER,  C -68025  (FB5130),  Box  29, 
Represa  CA  95671. 


I  am  in  my  30s.  I  love  to  play  bassball  and  fot 
ball  games.  I  way  155  lbs  and  I  am  looking  for  a 
yong  man  in  there  20s-30s.  Must  be  cleancut. 
Please  send  picher.  Darrell  JARRETT,  362108 
(N-70),  Box  699-W,  Sneads  FL  32460 
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Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by  the  Mon¬ 
day  before  the  week  of  the  event  Photos  en¬ 
couraged.  Please  specify  if  event  is/is  not 
wheelchair  accessible  and/or  sign  language  inter¬ 
preted.  Please  use  our  format  as  a  guide  for 
listings  and  put  each  event  on  a  separate  sheet  if 
possible.  Listings  must  be  typed. 

16  Saturday 


21  Thursday  □  Two  Tru 
perform  original  pop  music 
at  Berklee  Performance 
Center,  135  Mass.  Ave. 
9:15pm.  $2,  $1  for  senior 
citizens.  Wheelchair 
accessible.  Info:  266-7455. 


Boston  □  Boston  NOW’s  Lesbian  Rights  Task 
Force  meeting.  971  Commonwealth  Avenue.  7pm. 


26  Tuesday 

Salem  □  North  Shore  Gay  &  Lesbian  Alliance  will 
host  a  film  night  showing  “Silent  Pioneers:  Gay  Men  & 
Lesbians  Out  Before  Stonewall,”  and  “Out  in  Suburbia." 
Meier  Hall  Screening  Room,  Salem  State  College.  7pm. 


Boston  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Concert  &  Marching 
Band.  No  audition  necessary.  YWCA,  120  Clarendon  St. 
7:15pm.  Joe  625-3304,  Zoe  396-2989. 


Boston  □  An  HIV  Medical  Update  workshop  spon¬ 
sored  by  FCHC’s  Living  Well  series.  338  Newbury  Street. 
6-8pm.  267-0900 


Northampton  □  SHELIX  a  woman  to  woman  S/M 
support  group  presents  the  video  “Story  of  O.”  $2. 
413-584-7616. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Gay  &  Lesbian  Contra  Group  holds 
Contra  &  Square  dance.  First  Church  of  JP,  comer  of 
Center  &  Eliot.  8-1  Ipm.  $5.  Phil,  729-9206  or  Scott, 
536-2014. 

Cambridge  □  Simon  Nkoli,  Black,  gay  South  African 
anti-apartheid  activist,  speaks  in  Boston.  Day’s  events  in¬ 
clude  Noon:  Plenary;  l:30-5:00pm:  workshops  on  Black 
Feminism  in  S.A.,  Linking  National  and  Les/Gay  Libera¬ 
tion,  AIDS  in  Africa  and  U.S.  Inner  Cities,  Apartheid  Up¬ 
date.  5-6pm:  Dinner.  7-8:30pm:  Nkoli  speaks.  9pm: 
Cultural  event/dance.  Sala  de  Puerto  Rico,  84  Mass.  Ave., 
Student  Center,  MIT  Campus.  $l3-$20  regular,  $6-$l2 
low  income.  Sign  language  interpreted  &  wheelchair  ac¬ 
cessible.  Info:  jacqui,  876-9809. 

Boston  □  Prime  Timers,  an  organization  for  older  gay 
males,  monthly  meeting.  Steve  Tierney,  co-chair,  Mass. 
Gay  &  Lesbian  Political  Caucus,  speaks  on  "Building  a 
Community  Together."  Lindemann  Health  Center,  25 
Stamford  Street.  2-4pm.  $1.  Info:  D.  Bourbeau,  604  Tre- 
mont  Street,  Boston,  02118. 

Boston  □  Boston  Bisexual  Women’s  &  Men’s  Net¬ 
work.  Dim  Sum  Brunch.  Meet  under  the  Chinatown 
Arch.  10:45am.  $6-8.  BIS-MOVE. 

1 7  Sunday 

Boston  □  Non-Violence  Training  for  Pro  Choice 
Advocates.  Training  needed  to  do  civil  disobedience. 
l2noon-6pm.  For  information  &  reservations,  Sheila 
629-2645. 

1 8  Monday 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Lesbian  &  Gay  Neighbors  of  JP 

meet  for  dinner  at  Doyle’s  Cafe  on  Washington  Street. 
6:30pm.  Maria,  522-0241. 

Boston  □  Lesbian  School  Teachers/Ad¬ 
ministrators  Potluck.  A  group  for  socializing,  support 
&  discussion  of  issues.  Call  for  info  &  directions, 
522-0241. 

Boston  □  Gay  &  Lesbian  Alliance  Against  Defama¬ 
tion  advocates  for  fair  treatment  of  lesbians  &  gays  by  the 
media,  public  figures,  churches,  schools,  and  corporation 
is  having  an  organizational  meeting.  Les/Gay  Service 
Center,  338  Newbury  Street,  Rm.  202.  6-8pm.  868-0416. 

1 9  Tuesday 

Cambridge  □  Healing  Service  for  all  affected  by 
AIDS.  Christ  Church,  Zero  Garden  Street.  7:30pm. 
628-7665. 

Boston  □  Hubbub  at  the  Hub  Club  in  honor  of 
Rosaria  Salerno.  Hub  Club,  Washington  Street.  6-9pm. 
$15.  742-7673. 

20  Wednesday 

Randolph  □  Doshie  Powers  performs  at  Randolph 
Country  Club.  44  Mazzeo  Drive.  9pm.  $3  non-members. 
961-2414. 


782-1056. 

21  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info, 
GCN:  617/426-4469. 

Boston  □  Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  Service  Center 

Grand  Opening.  338  Newbury  Street,  2nd  floor. 
5:30-9pm.  $10  suggested  donation.  247-2927. 

Boston  □  Two  Tru  perform  original  pop  music  at 
Berklee  Performance  Center,  135  Mass.  Ave.  9:15pm. 
$2  ($1  for  senior  citizens.  Wheelchair  accessible. 
266-7455. 

Boston  □  Before  It  Hits  Home,  a  new  play  presented 
by  AIDS  Action  Committee.  Suffolk  University’s  C.  Walsh 
Theatre.  Through  9/24.  $  I00/S50  opening  night,  $20,  $10. 
general  performance,  $6.  matinee.  266-6906. 

22  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  Mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and 
meet  new  friends.  5- 1 0pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arl¬ 
ington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 

Boston  □  This  Is  Our  Home,  It  Is  Not  For  Sale,  a 

film  by  Jon  Schwartz  about  the  residents  of  Riverside  in 
Houston,  Texas,  and  issues  of  race,  class  and  ethnicity.  In¬ 
stitute  of  Contemporary  Art,  Boylston  Street.  7pm.  Also 
9/23,  7pm.  &  9/25,  3pm.  $5.  general,  $4  ICA  members, 
students,  seniors. 

23  Saturday 

Somerville  □  Dyke  Doctors  Potluck.  Lesbian  physi¬ 
cians  group  meets  bi-monthly.  7pm.  508-376-2812. 

Dorchester  □  Dorchester  GALA  annual  flea 
market/bake  sale.  4  Upland  Avenue.  Also  9/24.  9am.  — 
5pm.  825-3737. 

24  Sunday 

Boston  □  Chiltern  Mountain  Club  hike  to  Mt. 
Webster,  N.H.  Mike,  603-644-7658. 

Boston  □  Alateen  Group  open  to  lesbian,  gay  &  bisex¬ 
ual  youth,  age  22  &  under,  affected  by  alcoholism  in  family 
member  or  close  friend.  Les/Gay  Service  Center,  338 
Newbury  Street,  Rm.  202K.  6pm.  Dave,  629-2518. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Lesbian  &  Gay  Neighbors  of  JP 

present  the  Greater  Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  Freedom  Trail 
Band.  I -3pm.  Margaret,  524-8070. 

25  Monday 

Boston  □  Coalition  for  Lesbian  &  Gay  Civil  Rights 

holds  organizing  meeting.  Les/Gay  Service  Center,  338 
Newbury  Street,  Rm.  202K.  7:30pm.  Rich,  776-6956. 

Boston  □  Committee  to  Fight  Bigotry  in  All  its 
Forms  sponsors  a  demonstration  to  protest  New 
England  Anti-Defamation  League  of  B’nai  B’rith,  honoring 
John  Silber,  President  of  Boston  University.  Marsh  Plaza, 
Boston  University,  735  Commonwealth  Avenue. 
4:30-7:30pm. 


28  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info, 
GCN:  617/426-4469. 

Boston  □  Community  Reaearch  Initiative  hosts  a 
Community  Forum  on  DDL  Arlington  Street  Church. 
7:30pm. 

29  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  Mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and 
meet  new  friends.  5- 1 0pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arl¬ 
ington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 

30  Saturday 

Roxbury  □  Freddie  Greenfield  Memorial  Service 

will  be  held  on  Fort  Hill,  50  Linwood  St.  3pm.  For  more 
info:  Robert,  445-5891. 

Weekly  events 
Saturday 

Boston  □  The  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  new 

training  session  for  hotline.  617/492-RAPE. 

Sunday 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth  (BAGLY).  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35 
Bowdoin  St.  2-5pm.  354-6658. 

Boston  □  Metro  Healing  healing  group  for  everyone. 
Metropolitan  Health  Club  aerobics  room,  209  Columbus 
Ave.  7:30-9:30pm.  426-9205. 

Boston  □  Boston’s  Other  Voice  radio  for  gay/lesbian 
community  with  Peter  Stickel.  1 1  pm.  WROR  98.5  FM. 
9/17  joe  Sadowski,  Executive  Director  of  the  Canadian 
Tribute  to  Human  Rights.  9/24  John  Stasio  on  gay  male 
spirituality. 

Boston  □  The  Gay  Dating  Show,  WUNR  1600  AM. 
2:30am.  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men. 

Monday 

Cambridge  □  Healing  Circle  group  healing.  5  Upland 
Rd.  7:30-9:30pm.  $5  suggested.  864-1989. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Rap.  9/18  Dating,  9/25  Affec¬ 
tive  Disorders.  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8- 1 0pm. 
Free.  354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Cambridge  □  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Rights  holds  bi-weekly  planning  meeting.  142  Memorial 
Drive,  Rm.  306.  7pm.  776-6956. 

Tuesday 

Boston  □  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston  meet  I  st  & 
3rd  Tues.  of  the  month.  Lindemann  Ctr.,  2nd  fl.  8-IOpm. 
742-7897. 

Boston  □  Gay  and  Lesbian  Support  Group  for 
Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics.  Faulkner  Hospital. 
8:30-l0pm  Intake  interview  required.  522-5800  x 1 908 . 


Providence,  Rl  □  ACT-UP/Rhode  Island  open 
meetings.  Rocket,  73  Richmond  St.  7pm.  Bill,  782-9063. 

Boston  □  ACT  UP/Boston  meets  to  confront  the 
AIDS  crisis.  New  Gay  &  Lesbian  Service  Center,  338 
Newbury  Street,  Rm.  203.  7pm.  49-ACT  UP. 

Cambridge  □  Bisexual  Women’s  Rap.  9/19  Political 
Correctness  9/26  Fashion.  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant 
St.  7:30- 1 0pm.  354-8807. 

Cambridge  □  30-plus  Lesbian  Rap  7-8:30pm.  9/19 
Support  in  friendships,  9/26  Aging.  The  Women’s  Center 
(see  above). 

Cambridge  □  Women  For  Sobriety,  a  self  help  group 
for  women  recovering  from  addictions.  Women's  Center, 
46  Pleasant  St.  8-9:30pm.  354-8807 

Arlington  □  Parents  &  Friends  of  Lesbians  &  Gays 

meets  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  every  month  at  First 
Parish  Unitarian  Church,  630  Mass.  Ave.  Info:  547-2440 
or  508-562-5807. 

Wednesday 

Cambridge  □  Say  it,  Sister!  WMBR,  88. 1  FM.  7-8pm. 

Boston  □  Women’s  Self-Defense  Classes  sponsored 
by  Women’s  Self  Defense  Collective.  Studio  3,  731  Har¬ 
rison  Ave.,  2nd  floor.  6-8pm.  $IO-$35  sliding  sale  per 
mo.  625-1115. 

Cambridge  □  MASS  ACT  OUT  meeting.  M.I.T., 
Building  66,  Rm.  126.  7:30pm.  661-7737. 

Thursday 

Northampton  □  Valley  Gay  Alliance  meets  1st,  3rd 
Th.  every  month,  basement  of  the  Unitarian  Church,  22 
Main  St.  7:30pm.  413/527-5310. 

Stoneham  □  Incest  Survivors'  Group  for  women. 
New  England  Memorial  Hospital,  5  Woodland  Rd. 
5-6:30pm.  Sara  Epstein,  979-7025. 

Boston  □  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  drop-in 
group  for  women  who  have  been  raped.  492-RAPE. 

Cambridge  □  Incest  Survivors  Group  Women  s 
Center  (see  above).  7:30-9:30pm. 

Cambridge  □  Non-offending  male  sexual  abuse  sur¬ 
vivors  group  meets  first  Thursday  of  every  month.  Cam¬ 
bridge  Ctr.  of  Commerce  conference  room,  859  Mass. 
Ave.  8:30-l0pm.  $5  donation.  498-9881. 

Friday 

Worcester  □  AIDS  Project-Worcester  support  group 
for  HIV  positive,  PWAs,  PWARCs,  supporters.  Open  to 
all  lesbians,  gay  men.  51  Jackson  St.  7-9pm.  Dana 
508/755-3773. 

Cambridge  □  Incest  survivors  group  on  death  and 
grief.  Short-term.  Women's  Center  (see  above).  7pm. 

Cambridge  □  Women’s  Coffeehouse.  Women's 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8-midmght.  354-8807. 


Three  points  of  the 
pink  triangle:  AIDS, 
representation  &  desire 


‘Still  Point’  by  Barbara  Hammer  screens  in  the  Festival 


The  Third  Annual  New  York  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Experimental  Film  Festival.  At  the  An¬ 
thology  Film  Archives,  3234  Second  Ave.  at  Second 
Street,  New  York  City.  Sept.  18-24.  For  full  screen¬ 
ing  schedule,  call  212/865-1499. 

By  Alisa  Lebow 

henever  you  hear  the  words  “ex¬ 
perimental”  and  “film”  together, 
you  can  be  sure  words  like  “repre¬ 
sentation”  and  “desire”  are  never  too  far 
behind.  There  are  certain  things  you  can 
count  on  from  a  film  festival  that  sets  itself 
apart  from  the  mainstream  by  calling  itself 
experimental.  There  won’t  be  many  nar¬ 
rative  films,  most  of  the  special  effects  are  in 
the  film  processing  not  in  the  action,  and  the 
people  on  line  for  tickets  will  inevitably  be 
wearing  black.  The  Third  Annual  New  York 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Experimental  Film  Festi¬ 
val  serves  up  these  predictably  pretentious 
aspects,  but  also  offers  something  unique. 

Primarily,  the  distinguishing  feature  of 
this  festival  is  the  predominance  of  political 
%:■-  films.  That  is  not  to  say 
MMt  there  are  no  self-indulgent 
or  art-for-art’s  sake  films  on 
the  program  or  that  all  of  the  films  have  an 
activist  bent.  The  issues  and  the  approaches 
are  varied.  Most  of  the  films  by  men  (and  a 
few  of  the  women’s)  are  informed  either  ex¬ 
plicitly  or  implicitly  by  the  AIDS  crisis, 
which  has  given  rise  to  a  whole  genre  of 
AIDS  activist  films.  Many  of  the  women 
filmmakers  are  grappling  in  their  films  with 
their  own  relationship  to  representation  and 
desire  —  which  is  in  and  of  itself  a  political 
endeavor. 

Another  distinguishing  feature  of  this 
festival  is  the  number  of  films  by  women. 
Usually  in  film  festivals,  experimental  or 
otherwise,  you’ll  find  a  token  woman  or 
two,  unless  it  is  a  women-specific  event.  Of 
the  61  filmmakers  whose  work  is  being 
presented  here,  over  one  third  are  women. 
Of  course  50-50  parity  would  be  better. 

Whereas  there  is  some  international 
representation  with  German,  British, 
French  and  Canadian  filmmakers,  film¬ 
makers  of  color  are  glaringly  absent.  It 
seems  that  Gregg  Araki,  an  Asian- American 
filmmaker  who  made  The  Long  Weekend,  is 
one  of  only  four  filmmakers  of  color  in  the 
festival.  There  is  one  film  on  the  program, 
Infidel ,  made  by  white  filmmaker  Catherine 


Saalfield,  which  attempts  to  address  issues 
of  racism  and  sexism  as  they  relate  to  the 
“myth  of  female  beauty,”  but  it  is  hardly  a 
replacement  for  more  films  by  people  of  col¬ 
or. 

I  screened  1 1  of  the  films  on  the  program 
for  this  review,  in  no  particular  order.  Yet  in 
spite  of  the  haphazard  presentation,  the 
films  began  to  group  themselves  thematical¬ 
ly  in  my  mind.  There  were  the  AIDS  films 
(male),  the  films  about  desire  (male  and 
female),  and  the  films  about  representation 
(mostly  female).  Of  course  it  can  be  argued 
that  all  film  is  ultimately  about  representa¬ 
tion  and  desire  but  these  films  had  more 
than  just  a  de  facto  relationship  to  these 


issues.  They  actively  problematize  the  rela¬ 
tionship  between  art,  representation  and 
desire. 

EcceHomo  by  Jerry  Tartaglia,  a  film  shot 
entirely  on  an  optical  printer  using  footage 
from  Genet’s  film  Un  Chant  d’Amour  and 
gay  male  sex  films,  deals  with  all  three  sub¬ 
jects.  The  film  is  visually  complicated  and 
intriguing,  with  multiple  images  occurring 
simultaneously  in  the  frame,  layering  and 
texturing  the  meaning  of  each  section.  The 
guard  from  Genet’s  film  watches  gay  men 
having  sex  while  the  voice-over  drones  a 
stream  of  consciousness  litany  equating  doc¬ 
tors  with  cops,  both  of  whom  police  our 
desire  in  the  age  of  AIDS.  The  text  raises 


questions  of  safety  and  power:  safety  to 
watch  porn,  safe  sex  in  porn,  safety  to  desire 
under  the  scrutiny  of  the  authorities,  and  the 
power  to  reclaim  our  desire  in  the  face  of 
these  repressive  forces. 

Another  film  that  deals  with  AIDS,  desire 
and  representation  is  the  less  sophisticated 
but  provocative  Boys  Life,  a  first  film  by 
Phillip  B.  Roth.  The  film  takes  us  from  the 
“intimacy”  of  a  jerk-off  club  to  the  less 
controlled  space  on  the  streets.  The  first-per¬ 
son  voice-over  narration  tells  us  of  the 
liberation  found  by  challenging  the  limits  of 
accepted  desire:  “I  don’t  believe  in  being 
selfish  with  my  body  ...  it  took  me  years  to 
work  out  the  guilt.”  The  discussion  of  the 
process  of  sexual  liberation  for  this  man  is 
reminiscent  of  women’s  struggles  and  ex¬ 
plorations  of  the  past  20  years,  only  his  were 
less  tormented  and  distinctly  lacking  a 
feminist  context.  He  is  not  battling  the  demons  of 
female  socialization,  but  rather,  the  com¬ 
plexities  of  negotiating  a  “sex-positive”  life 
in  the  midst  of  an  epidemic,  which  remains 
an  unnamed  but  ever-present  element 
throughout  the  film. 

Self-indulgent  and  naive,  Boys  Life 
nonetheless  (perhaps  in  spite  of  itself)  pro¬ 
vokes  thought  about  the  implicit  and  ex¬ 
plicit  limits  we  are  forced  to  accept  or  strug¬ 
gle  against  as  gay  people  in  the  world.  Since 
these  issues  are  not  identical  for  men  and 
women,  I  tried  to  imagine  what  the  film 
would  have  looked  like  if  a  woman  had 
made  it.  How  would  a  woman  have  ap¬ 
proached  the  less  easily  tapped  or  mobilized 
desire  of  women?  How  would  a  woman 
have  constructed  this  desire,  given  our  lack 
of  ideologically  positive  visual/sexual 
histories? 

Two  of  the  erotic  films  by  women  in  this 
festival,  Blues  Transit,  by  Barbara  Theil, 
and  MVll,  by  Lisa  Laquier,  explore  desire 
through  thematic  and  filmic  devices  that 
create  tension.  Blues  Transit  is  made  up  of 
highly  manipulated  images  —  that  is  to  say, 
Theil  uses  non-traditional  techniques  to 
develop  and  edit  the  film,  some  of  which 
scratch  the  film  quite  badly,  creating  a 
distracting,  screen-like  interference.  While 
there  is  some  touching  and  erotic  play,  the 
sexual  images  are  hardly  forthright  or 
unambivalent;  they  are  muted  by  the  self- 
conscious  film  processing  techniques. 

Continued  on  page  15 
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